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Shamata along the Satima Escarpment that also extends to define the southern 
boundary of the ecosystem at Kariamu shopping centre, and back to Ol Kalou . 
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DIFFERENT PARTS OF A BIRD  
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Figure 3: Description of the different parts of the body of a bird. The figure is 
adopted from Zimmermann et al (1996) 
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Figure 4:  Description of the different parts of the wing of a bird. The figure is 
adopted from  Zimmermann et al (1996)





 

21 
 

Interesting fact:  Hold s a sacred status in ancient Egypt, are known for their unique nesting 
habits, including taking over high -up tree cavities and even nests abandoned by other birds 
 

  
Egyptian Goose , Ad © Wanyoike Wamiti           Fulvous Whistling -Duck  © Yvan Perre 
 
Fulvous Whistling -Duck    Dendrocygna bicolor     M BAATA   51cm 
Identification:  For its scientific name Dendrocygna bicolor, bicolor means two distinctive 
colors which this duck has:  fulvous : reddish-brown or cinnamon-brown  found on the head, 
throat, breast and belly, and dark blackish -brown back and wings, with white stripes on the 
flanks. Bill bluish -grey. In flight, it reveals a white V -shaped band on the rump 
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake and flooded agricultural areas  
Behavior:  Mostly active at night and at dawn/dusk  
Conservation status:  LC, declining population  
Interesting fact:  Instead of a traditional quack, this species produces a clear, two-syllable, 
high -pitched whistle  
 
Hottentot (Blue -billed) Teal   Spatula hottentota    36cm 
Identification:  Small duck with black crown , pale buff -colored cheeks and throat. Similar 
to Red-billed Teal but larger in size. Bill distinctively blue , back has dark blackish-brown 
patterns, and entire underside pale buff, with heavily irregular patches of blackish-brown 
spots that become smaller towards the belly. Female duller than male and missing the green, 
black and white colors on secondary feathers. Imm even much duller  
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake  
Behavior:  Relies on vegetation for camouflage, and leaves incubation and chick-rearing 
entirely to the female  
Conservation status:  LC, declining population  
Interesting fact:  One of the smallest duck species in the world, weighing just 250 grams 
 
Red-billed Teal     Anas erythrorhyncha   48cm  
Identification:  For its scientific name Anas erythrorhyncha, erythrorhyncha means red-billed . 
Has black crown, pale, whitish -buff cheeks and throat. Largely dark brown above with pale 
feather edging giving a scaled appearance. Underparts paler brown than the back with 
brown speckling on the breast and white -laced brown scaling on the belly . Bill distinctiv e 
pinkish -red. Sexes similar though males can have brighter red bill, especially during 
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breeding season. In flight shows striking creamy -white secondaries contrasting with dark 
upperwing  
Habitat:  Shallow and the open part of the lake 
Behavior:  Highly gregarious (in large flock) and nomadic species defined by its social, 
feeding, and reproductive habits  
Conservation status:  LC, declining population  
Interesting fact:  Primarily forage s at night  
 

  
Hottentot (Blue-billed) Teal © Thomas Varto Nielsen  | Red-billed Teal , pair © Wanyoike Wamiti  
 
Maccoa Duck     Oxyura maccoa    M BAATA  51cm 
Identification:  Br male is an attractive duck with chestnut -colored body, black head, blue 
bill and black stiff tail. In flight, male displays white underwing feathers. Female and 
immature dull brown with white line below the eye, broad dark cheek stripe and white 
throat. In flight, female has greyish-white underwings   
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake and in the marshes 
Behavior:  Highly adapted for diving, often preferring to submerge and swim away from 
danger rather than fly  
Conservation status:  EN, declining population  
Interesting fact:  Male is both polygynous (having multiple female partners) and "nest 
parasite" 
 
Spur-winged Goose    Plectropterus gambensis    100cm 
Identification:  Ad male a massive long-necked goose with white face and red knob above 
the eye, red bill, rufous-colored spot on the neck and iridescent (feather changing color 
according to light) black and white plumage, which show green reflections in good light. 
Female similar to male but smaller in size and lacks the knob on the forecrown. In flight, 
displays whi te underwing feathers  
Habitat:  Open waters, flooded grasslands, and marshes 
Behavior:  Possess sharp spurs on the bend of each wing, which males use violently to battle 
rivals and defend territory during the breeding season  
Conservation status:  LC, stable population  
Interesting fact:  Africa's largest waterfowl and holds the title of the fastest -flying waterbird, 
clocking speeds of up to 142 km/h 
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Maccoa Duck , Ad © SergioMaria Bianchi          |      Spur-winged Goose , pair © Wanyoike Wamiti  
 
White -faced Whistling -Duck   Dendrocygna viduata    M BAATA  48cm 
Identification:  White-faced duck with chestnut -colored neck and white spot on the front 
side of the neck just below the head 
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake, in marshes and floodplains  
Behavior:  Monogamous, share parenting duties, and are known for spending their days 
resting in large flocks near water  
Conservation status:  LC, increasing population  
Interesting fact:  Instead of a traditional duck quack, this species communicates with a high -
pitched, three-note whistle , especially when flying in massive, noisy flocks  
 

         
White -faced Whistling Duck , pair © Wanyoike Wamiti  |  Yellow -billed Duck , pair © Wanyoike  

Wamiti  
 
Yellow -billed Duck   Anas undulata      M BAATA  59cm 
Identification:  Large duck with bright yellow bill and blackish stripe running on top of the 
bill. Body mostly with brown and creamy white speckles above, and with visible patch of 
dark green outlined with white and black colors on folded wing.  In flight, displays dark 
upperwing s with green secondary feathers narrowly edged with black and white  
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake including marshes, flooded lands  
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Behavior:  Have complex courtship displays, breeds during the rainy season and builds nest 
hidden in thick vegetation near freshwater  
Conservation status:  LC, stable population  
Interesting fact:  Highly nocturnal foragers that feed almost exclusively at night  
 
MIGRATORY DUCKS AND GEESE 
Common (Eurasian) Teal   PM (in Kenya Sept-Mar ) Anas crecca 38cm  
Identification:  Both sexes are brown with cream-buff spots, uniform dark head with cream -
white line above the eye (superciliary), and with bright green -and-black both outlined by 
white color on secondary feathers in flight. Similar to Garganey but has slightly shorter dark 
bill with an orange base 
Habitat:  Shallow water  
Behavior:  Gather in large flocks in shallow waters, highly vocal with distinctive whistling 
calls 
Conservation status:  LC 
Interesting fact:  Despite its tiny size, it can take off into the air almost completely vertically 
if frightened or surprised  
 

  
Common (Eurasian) Teal  © Ruben Barone Tosco |  Eurasian Wigeon  © Ruben Barone Tosco 
 
Eurasian Wigeon PM (in Kenya Sept-Mar)  Mareca Penelope  51cm  
Identification:  Non-br of both sexes is mottled brown (mix of brown and cream-white)  
tinged (having a very slight color) with silver or rufous with plain brown head . Male with 
more rufous tone 
Habitat:  Open water, marshes, and wet grasslands 
Behavior:  Highly gregarious (social), largely vegetarian  
Conservation status:  LC, increasing population  
Interesting fact:  Famous for being the "grazer" 
 
Garganey PM (in Kenya Sept-Mar) Spatula querquedula  41cm  
Identification:  Non-br of both sexes all brown with cream -white speckles, white eyebrow s 
and dark eyestripes. Extremely similar to Common (Eurasian) Teal but with slightly longer 
all grey bill  
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake  
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Behavior:  Highly gregarious (social) 
Conservation status:  LC, declining  population  
Interesting fact:  Europe's only strictly summer -migratory duck  
 

  
Garganey, male (R), female (L) © Nik Borrow  Northern Pintail , male (L) female (R). ©  

SergioMaria Bianchi  
 
Northern Pintail  PM (in Kenya Sept-Mar)  Anas acuta  66cm 
Identification:  Slender-billed duck with a pointed tail. Non -br male and female all brown 
mixed with white spots, and pale head. Female has shorter tail than male 
Habitat:  Marshes 
Behavior:  Female nests on the ground in open spaces, choosing shortgrass and cropped 
areas 
Conservation status:  LC, declining  population  
Interesting fact:  Often called the "greyhound of the skies" due to its streamlined body and 
3-foot wingspan that allow it to fly at high speed  
 
Northern Shoveler  PM (in Kenya Sept-Mar) Spatula clypeata  51cm 
Identification:  Duck with a long spade-like bill. Non -br male and female entirely mottled 
(mix of grey and brown) and dark brown with a shovel -shaped bill that is orange on the 
sides. Male darker with more mottled breast and rufous -toned flanks (sides of the body) 
Habitat:  Shallow water s and marshes 
Behavior:  Social, non-diving waterbird that frequently forages in groups by swimming in 
circles to stir up and strain food  
Conservation status:  LC, declining  population  
Interesting fact:  Uses its shovel-shaped bill to filter and strain food from water  
 
Knob -billed Duck  am Surkidiornis melanotos M BAATA   74cm 
Identification:  Ad male is bulky boldly marked black and white duck with large knob 
(comb) on top of bill. Knob smaller in non -br birds. In good light, back shows green and 
purple iridescence (color changing with light intensity). Female much smaller and lacks the 
knob on the bill, its head more speckled. In flight, all dark wings. Imm similar to female but 
duller and with dull brown wash.  
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake, flooded grasslands, and marshes 
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Behavior:  Possesses distinct black knob which swells and darkens during the breeding 
season and acts as an indicator of health and dominance; the larger the knob, the more 
attractive the male is to females 
Conservation status:  LC, declining  population  
Interesting fact:  Male significantly larger than female, can weigh up to twice as much  as 
female 
 

  
Northern Shoveler M (R), F (L) © SergioMaria Bianchi | Knob -billed Duck , M (R), F (L) © Paul van  
      Giersbergen  
 
Southern Pochard am  Netta erythrophthalma  51cm 
Identification:  Large diving duck. Male blackish -brown with pale chestnut -brown flanks 
(sides of body), red eyes and blue-grey bill. Female more uniform dull brown but with white 
patch at the base of bill, crescent-shaped (curved) whitish pattern behind the eye, and white 
vent. Imm similar to female but with less white on face. In flight , both sexes show clear 
white bar across all flight feathers 
Habitat:  Deep waters 
Behavior:  Active diving duck  
Conservation status:  LC, stable population  
Interesting fact:  Highly nomadic capable of flying up to 3,000 km in search of suitable water 
bodies 

 
Southern Pochard , M (R), F (L) © Alan Manson  
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Little Grebe  br  © Jacques de Speville      Little Grebe non -br  © Jacques de Speville 
 
PHOENICOPTERIDAE: FLAMINGO  
Greater Flamingo am, pm  Phoenicopterus roseus   140cm 
Identification:  Larger than Lesser Flamingo (LF), with big downward -bent bill that is pink 
with a black tip and a reversed S-shaped long neck. Ad largely pale pink or white with a 
line of bright dark pink in the folded wing.  Sexes similar but female slightly smaller. Imm 
grey-brown, has pale grey bill with black tip.  
Habitat: Shallow shoreline 
Behavior:  Gathers in colonies of hundreds to thousands of individuals for safety, frequently 
stand on one leg. While feeding some individuals remain alert for warning in case of danger  
Conservation status:  LC, increasing population size 
Interesting fact : Feeds through specialized filter-feeding. Inside of bill and tongue are lined 
up with hair -like bristles. As water is pumped out of its mouth, these comb -like bristles trap 
tiny food particles  
 

  
Greater Flamingo , pair © Andrea Roper  |         Lesser Flamingo, Ad © Wanyoike Wamiti   
 
Lesser Flamingo  am  Phoeniconaias minor   90cm 
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Habitat:   Dry bush and farmlands  
Behavior:  Nomadic, rapid low flight , foraging for tiny grass seeds on open grounds 
Conservation status:  LC, increasing population  
Interesting fact s: Highly prolific (constantly productive), breeds continuously yearround, 
often raising multiple broods in quick succession  
 

             
Namaqua Dove  © Simon Fletcher                Red-eyed Dove © Wanyoike Wamiti  
 
Red-eyed Dove   Streptopelia semitorquata NDUTURA  32cm 
Identification:  Larger and darker than Ring-necked Dove with red eyes surrounded by a 
diamond -shaped area of maroon skin . Has pale grey forehead, plain brown above and dark 
pinkish below. In flight, reveals wide grey band/whitish band across end of tail. Imm has 
brown eyes and obscure hind collar.   
Habitat:   Forest and woodlands 
Behavior:  Occur in pairs or solitary, less in flocks  
Conservation status:  LC, decreasing population  
 
Ring -necked Dove   Streptopelia capicola NDUTURA  25cm 
Identification:  Grey dove with small black eyes and is brownish -grey overall.  Jas black spot 
on the side of neck that goes round to the nape region 
Habitat:   Forest edges, open woodland, dry bush and in cultivation  
Behavior:  Occur in pairs and in flocks  
Conservation status:  LC, increasing population  
Interesting fact : Birders and locals often humorously describe their rhythmic cooing (low 
sound) as sounding like "work ha aaarder, work ha aaarder"  
 
Speckled Pigeon    Columba guinea  NDUTURA  34cm 
Identification:   Grey and maroon-brown pigeon with conspicuous white spots on closed 
wings, patch of bare red skin around the eyes, and pink and white striated neck.  In flight, 
reveals a distinct pale grey rump and broad black end of tail. Imm duller grey-brown with 
greying eye patch  
Habitat:   Occurs in places with cliffs and in human habitation  
Behavior:  Highly social and often gathers in large, noisy flocks  
Conservation status:  LC, stable population  
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Interesting fact : Native to sub-Saharan Africa 
 

  
  Ring -necked Dove , Ad © Wanyoike Wamiti      Speckled Pigeon  © Guido Keijser  
 
OTIDIDAE: BUSTARDS   
Black-bellied Bustard   Lissotis melanogaster   64cm 
 

  
Black-bellied Bustard  © Simon Fletcher          Black-bellied Bustard , in flight  © Jacques de Speville 
 
Identification:   Male: mediums-sized bustard with striking black underparts, long thin neck 
with thin black line down the front,  and boldly patterned black, white, and buff head . 
Female: with pale buff (brownish) head and neck, mottled (mixture) dark brown back, and 
whitish belly . In flight, ad male shows large white patch in primary feathers of wing and 
black trailing edge on secondary feathers   
Habitat:  Prefers tall, open grasslands, wooded grasslands, and cultivated farmlands  
Behavior:  Forages for insects 
Conservation status:  LC, declining population  
Interesting fact : During mating displays, male pulls his head back to his shoulders and 
emits a loud whistle, pauses, and then abruptly raises his head to produce a sudden "cork-
popping" sound followed by a soft gurgle  (like the sound of water flowing quickly over 
rocks in a stream) 
 
Kori Bustard    Ardeotis kori   128cm 
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Conservation status:  LC, declining population  
Interesting fact: Unpredictable , zigzagging flight pattern when flushed from cover is the 
literal origin of the word "sniper" 
 

  
African Snipe  © Werner Suter    Common Snipe  © Simon Fletcher  
 
Black-tailed Godwit  PM (in Kenya Sept - Mar ) Limosa limosa  40cm 
Identification:   Tall shorebird with distinct long straight bill with wide pink base, and very 
long legs. Br male is rust-red from side of face to the breast, black and white bars on lower 
breast and white on belly. Br female is less rufous. Non-br ad has uniformly grey -brown 
back, head, neck and breast and white belly. 
Habitat:  Wet medium -to-tall -grassed vegetation  
Behavior : Has rapid probing feeding strategy 
Conservation status:  NT, declining  population  
Interesting fact: Couples often spend the winter thousands of miles apart in different 
countries, yet reunite at their exact breeding grounds within days of each other  
 

  
Black-tailed Godwit  © Ruben Barone Tosco             Spotted Redshank  © SergioMaria Bianchi  
 
Spotted Redshank  PM (in Kenya Sept - Mar )  Tringa erythropus  32cm 
Identification:   Tall wader with long red legs and long straight bill with red base. Br ad 
black with white spotting above showing white bars below. Non -br ad grey with white 
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black bill and legs/ In flight reveals narrow white wing bar, white sides to the rump and 
grey outer-tail.  
Habitat:  Shores of the lakes, and grass marshes 
Behavior : Highly gregarious (highly sociable) and forages in mixed -species flocks with 
other waders by rapidly probing and pecking the mud for insects, mollusks, and 
crustaceans. 
Conservation status:  LC, increasing population  
Interesting fact: Barely 24g, this species travels thousands of kilometres between its high-
arctic breeding grounds in Siberia and winter habitats in Africa  
 
GLAREOLIDAE: COURSERS AND PRATINCOLES   
Collared Pratincole  am  Glareola pratincole  26cm 
 

  
Collared Pratincole, br ( L) © Mike Hounsinou, non -br  (R) © Gordon Holtshausen  
 
Identification:   Also called Red-winged Pratincole. Br ad has pale buff throat surrounded 
by a narrow black line . While perched, wing tips and tail are approximately the same length. 
In non-br, the pale buff throat surrounded by the narrow black line is replaced by a creamy 
wash with black streaks. In flight, shows a white rump, deeply forked tail, and dark 
underwings with chestnut -red covert feathers 
Habitat:  Shallow part s of the lake and in reed marshes 
Behavior : Spends much of its time catching aerial insects on wings, resting in ground 
colonies, and vigorously defending its nests through vocal displays and distraction tactics  
Conservation status:  LC 
Interesting fact: Famous for hunting its insect prey mid -air, sweeping, twisting, and 
catching insects with its mouth wide open exactly like a swallow or a swift  
 
LARIDAE: GULLS, TERNS AND SKIMMERS   
RESIDENT GULLS, TERNS AND SKIMMERS  
African Skimmer    Rynchops flavirostris  41cm 
Identification:   Long-winged short -tailed tern -like waterbird with compressed red bill with 
a pale tip. Lower mandible of bill longer than the upper. Br ad all black above and white 
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Grey-headed Gull  © Wanyoike Wamiti  (L), in flight © Jacques de Speville (R) 

 
MIGRATORY GULLS AND TERNS (PM, pm)  
Black-headed Gull  PM (in K enya Sept - Mar )  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   38cm 
Identification:   Slightly slender and smaller that Grey -headed Gull, with dark brown eyes 
at all ages. Br ad has dark-brown hood and a partial white eye -ring, dark red bill, and red 
legs. Non-br ad has white head with a conspicuous black spot behind the eye and an orange 
bill with black tip.   
Habitat:  Nests in marshes and in the open waters 
Behavior : It  pluck s items from the surface of the water while swimming, dip their heads 
while flying, or walk s on fields/mudflats to probe for invertebrates  
Conservation status:  LC 
Interesting fact: In non-br, head turns stark white with dark spots near the eyes that makes 
it look like its wearing tiny headphones. Known for its acrobatic flight, kleptoparasitism 
(stealing food from other birds).  
 

  
Black-headed Gull  © Paul van Giersbergen       Caspian Tern  ©  Lionel Sineux  
 
Caspian Tern PM (in Kenya Sept - Mar)   Hydroprogne caspia  54cm 
Identification:   Largest tern with a massive black-tipped red bill. Br ad has short crested 
black cap, pale grey back and wings and short forked tail. Non -br ad has black crown with 
white streaks. Flight shows distinct blackish ends of wings.   
Habitat:  Feeds over shallow waters of the lake 
Behavior : Highly social but fiercely territorial birds, practicing monogamous mating  
Conservation status:  LC, stable population 
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Black Stork  © Jacques de Speville             White Stork  © Jacques de Speville 
 
White Stork  PM (in Kenya Sept-Mar)    Ciconia Ciconia     NDERI YA THINGI  122cm 
Identification:   Large white stork with black flight feathers, white tail, red bill and red legs. 
Has a small black line through the dark eyes. Sexes alike  
Habitat:  Flooded areas, shallow lake edges, and riverbanks 
Behavior:  Socially monogamous wading bird  
Conservation status:  LC, increasing population  
Interesting fact:  Does not have a voice box, so cannot sing 
 
PELECANIDAE: PELICANS   
Great White Pelican am   Pelecanus onocrotalus   178cm 
Identification:  Very large black and white pelican with yellow bill and  throat pouch. Bill 
of a br Ad  pinkish color and short-ragged crest. Male has purplish facial skin . Female with 
orange-yellow  bill  
Habitat:  Shallow part of the lake. 
Behavior:  Highly social; often fishes cooperatively in groups by herding fish into shallow 
waters and scooping them up with the pouch.  
Conservation status:  LC 
Interesting fact:  One of the heaviest flying bird, yet capable of graceful soaring over long 
distances and can hold up to 13 liters of water in its pouch.  
 

  
Great White Pelican  © Wanyoike Wamiti  Pink -Backed Pelican © Wanyoike Wamiti  
 
Pink -Backed Pelican     Pelecanus rufescens  146cm 
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