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EAWLS/Kenya Forests Working 

Group (KFWG) participated in the 

National Forest Programme (NFP) 

workshop held in Nakuru on 21st and 

22nd June 2016. This was one of the 

key steps prior to the finalisation of 

the NFP before its intended launch in 

October this year. 

 The workshop, which was officially 

opened by Prof. Judi Wakhungu, 

Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment, Natural Resources and 

Regional Development Authorities, 

was part of a long consultative 

process which started in 2014 

and brought together various 

stakeholders, including government 
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ministries, the private sector, 

community service organisations, 

women’s groups, the youth and 

persons with disability.

NFP is the outcome of the Miti Mingi 

Maisha Bora (MMMB) initiative, a 

bilateral programme implemented 

by the governments of Kenya and 

Finland. KFWG has been a member 

of the steering committee of the 

programme which was formally 

decommissioned this June.

EAWLS Executive Director, Julius 

Kamau, has been appointed as a 

member of the Joint Planning Team for 

the identification and formulation of 

the follow up Kenya-Finland bilateral 

forestry programme. 
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Stakeholders of the NFP validation process. EAWLS Executive Director back row second left.



EAWLS participated in the 4th 
Annual East Africa Timber Trade 
Stakeholders’ Forum whose 
theme was  “Moving from Words 
to Actions - Implementing the 
Zanzibar Declaration and Bilateral 
Agreement.”  The forum, which was 
hosted by Kenya Forest Service 
(KFS) and the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), and facilitated by the 
wildlife trade monitoring network, 
TRAFFIC, was officially opened 
by Prof. Judyi Wakhungu, Cabinet 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, 
Natural Resources and Regional 
Development Authorities.

It was attended by government 
representatives from Kenya, 
Zanzibar, Uganda, Mozambique, 
Madagascar and Zambia. Other 
organisations represented included 
WWF, the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), Tanzania Natural 
Resources Forum (TNRF) and Nature 
Kenya among others. The forum is 

3
Amount in billions Kenya loses 

annually due to non-exploitation 
of forest products since the ban on 

logging was effected in 1999.

833
Amount in million Tanzania shillings, 

Tanzania loses annually from the 
illicit trade according to research 
by EAWLS and Tanzania Natural 

Resource Forum (TNRF)

21.8
Number of hectares of forest cover 

lost partly due to illegal logging 
and charcoal making in East Africa.

part of the processes established 
by Eastern and Southern Africa 
countries as a result of research and 
advocacy work carried out by EAWLS 
and TNRF on cross-border illegal 
trade on forest products in 2014. 
The research revealed that Tanzania 
loses around 833 million Tanzanian 
shillings annually from the illicit 
trade and that the region had lost 
about by 21.8 million hectares of 
forest cover, partly due to illegal 
logging and charcoal making. 

EAWLS and other partners such 
as WWF and TRAFFIC brokered a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) aimed at curbing the illegal 
trade between Kenya and Tanzania. 
It is encouraging that many more 
countries have come on board 
to collectively address the issue 
of illegal cross-border trade in 
forest products under the Zanzibar 
Declaration.

Prof. Judi Wakhungu front row center with delegates during the East African Timber trade 
Stakeholders forum.



Swara magazine, EAWLS flagship 
conservation publication, is now 
available on Magzter, the world’s 
largest and fastest growing digital 
newsstand. Readers can now access 
Swara online as well as read back 

The East African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS), with funding from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO), is 
implementing a project aimed at 
improving transparency and access 
to information on forests in Kenya. 
Between August 2015 and May this 
year, EAWLS carried out a survey 

on access to information on Kenyan 
forests at the national and county 
levels. The study entailed gathering 
facts from governmental agencies, 
the private sector, civil society and 
community forest associations.
Information collated will be made 
available on a website where the 
public can find data on forests in 
Kenya This website will be launched  
by August 2016. Recommendations 
from the study will also be made 
available to decision-makers. A 
comprehensive report based on 
the findings of the survey is being 
finalised. EAWLS wishes to thank 
FAO for this invaluable support and 
for the continued partnership. 

The East African Wild Life 
Society would like to thank 
everyone who sent entries 
to the Society’s 2016 Photo 
Competition which closed 
on 31st May. Numerous 
photo entries from eastern 
Africa - Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, Ethiopia 
- and beyond were received. 
Shortlisted participants were 
announced on 5 July, while 
the overall winner, runners 
up and category winners will 
be announced on 16 July 2016. 
All the winning photos will be 
published in Swara magazine.

The photo competition aims 
to showcase the beauty 
of East Africa and its vast 
array of fauna and flora. The 
competition was one of a 
series of activities and events 
to commemorate EAWLS’ 60th 
anniversary.

issues on the platform. One can 
preview and purchase the magazine 
with a single touch or click on Apple, 
Android or Windows devices.
The user-friendly website allows 
one to flip through the pages, click 
on article links, enter contests, 
complete poll questionnaires or 
follow an interesting website.
Click here to read Swara on Magzter 
or go to the official website:  
www.swara.co.ke 

Swara Magazine Goes Digital 
on Magzter

EAWLS staff meeting with local communities 



The East African Wild Life 
Society (EAWLS) recently 
hosted the Swedish Society for 
Nature Conservation (SSNC) 
to discuss Agenda 2030 on 
Sustainable Development, 
a plan of action on ending 
poverty, combating inequality 
and injustice, while seeking to 
adapt to or mitigate the effects 
of climate change.
SSNC disseminates 
knowledge, identifies 
environmental threats and 
proposes solutions. It also 
lobbies politicians and 
authorities, both nationally 
and internationally, and 
works regionally in 24 county 
branches and locally in 270 
community branches in 
Sweden. It had co-organized 
a workshop on Agenda 2030 
in Amboseli that brought 
together various partners from 
across Africa. The workshop 

focused on how the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) can 
be broken down into tangible, 
achievable components in various 
countries. 

EAWLS used the opportunity to 
present its perspective on the SDGs 
with regard to its four thematic 
areas- wildlife, forests, wetlands 
and marine. EAWLS also explored 
ways in which the two membership-
based organisations could form a 
partnership.

1909
Year the Swedish Society for 

Conservation formed by a number
of professors and academics 
interested in natural history
and environmental issues.

In an effort to ensure sustainable 
fishing at the Kenyan coastal area, 
EAWLS is working with partners 
to improve the management 
of fisheries. In June, EAWLS 
met with partners from Kenya, 
Tanzania, Zanzibar, Madagascar, 
South Africa and Botswana to 
share success stories, as well 
as challenges, on conservation 
efforts by the so-called Locally-
Managed Units (LMUs) and Beach 
Management Units (BMUs) along 
the African coastline.
The LMUs and BMUs work with 
government departments in the 
management of fisheries in the 
respective countries to promote 
community benefit sharing, while 
protecting ecologically sensitive 
marine areas.  

The Society, in collaboration with 
Fauna and Flora International 
(FFI), has since 2009 been active in 
efforts to promote sustainable use 
of marine and coastal resources by 
facilitating the establishment of 
BMUs and Co-Management Areas 
(CMAs).

Supporting 
Small-Scale 
Fisheries 
Management 
at the Kenyan 
CoastEAWLS Executive Director with Sarah Frocklin from theSwedish Society for Nature 

Conservation 



The East African Wild Life Society (EAWLS) Executive 
Director, Julius Kamau, in June paid a courtesy call on 
Prof. Geoffrey Wahungu, Director-General, National 
Environment Management Authority (NEMA). They 
discussed possible ways of deepening the partnership 
and collaboration between EAWLS and NEMA, 
including joint programmes and mutual technical 
support to Environmental Impact Assessments and 
sustainable development. 

NEMA is the main Kenyan government agency tasked 
with the coordination and supervision of all matters 
relating to  environment. The agency is a corporate 
member of EAWLS and a strategic partner of the 
Society.

EAWLS ED PAYS 
COURTESY CALL ON NEMA 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Every quarter, the East African 
Wild Life Society hosts the Imre 
Loefler lectures at the Muthaiga 
and Karen Country Clubs in Nairobi. 
Guest speakers address topical 
conservation issues. 

At the Muthaiga Country Club, 
leading entomologist and ecologist, 
Dino Martins, spoke on the beauty 
and diversity of the grasses of 
Kenya and their connection to 
wildlife, livestock and people.  At the 
Karen Country Club, Peter Hetz, the 
Executive Director of Laikipia Wildlife 
Forum (LWF) explored various 
conservation concerns as well as the 
challenges of wildlife conservation in 
privately-owned land.

EAWLS is exploring the possibility 
of holding these lectures in other 
venues in addition to Muthaiga and 
Karen. 

The Mara Conservation Fund (MCF) founder and chairman, Zhuo 
Qiang, popularly known as Simba, paid a courtesy call on the 
EAWLS Executive Director, Julius Kamau, late in June. The two held 
discussions on ongoing and potential partnerships, particularly 
the joint publication of Swara magazine in mandarin in an 
effort to reach out to Chinese audiences. The issue of providing 
anti-poaching equipment and support to community wildlife 
conservancies among others were identified as potential and 
strategic areas of collaboration between the two organisations.

EAWLS Executive Director with MCF chairman Zhuo Qiang (Simba)



The East African Wild Life Society  
(EAWLS) has been active in efforts 
to ensure that Kenya complies 
with the requirements of REDD+, 
an initiative that seeks to reduce 
emission of greenhouse gases 
from deforestation and forest 
degradation in developing countries.

In partnership with the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) and the support of Kenya 
Forest Service (KFS), EAWLS held a 
stakeholders engagement workshop 
for REDD+ in Nairobi in June 2016.
The workshop was attended by 
key stakeholders, including the 
Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources, Ministry of Agriculture, 
the private sector, KFS, community 
service organisations and 
representatives from indigenous 

communities. The aim was to review 
the draft consultation framework 
for REDD+ in Kenya.

The project is funded by US state 
Department with Conservation 
International as the lead 
agency. In Kenya, the project 
component focuses on three 
broad activities; strengthening 
stakeholder engagement; 
strategic environmental and 
social assessment for REDD+; and 
sensitization on the REDD+ process.

Established
September 24, 2008

Headquarters
Geneva, Switzerland

Membership
64 Partner Countries

Parent organization
Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), United 
Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), United 
Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP)

www.un-redd.org



Great apes are the species of large primates found 
in Africa and Asia that share numerous traits 
with human beings. Great apes are extremely 
intelligent and can make tools, anticipate events, 
and have a sense of “self.”  Great apes play a vital 
role in eco-tourism, helping generate revenue 
and employment for communities. Chimpanzees, 
gorillas and bonobos occur in 21 African countries, 
while orangutans are found in Malaysia and 
Indonesia.  But habitat loss, hunting, illegal ape 
trade, and human encroachment have dramatically 
cut into wild populations, and the IUCN lists 
all great ape species as endangered or critically 
endangered.  

On September 7th, 2016, the Great Apes Survival 
Partnership Programme Coordinator, Doug Cress 
and EAGLE Network founder, Ofir Drori will 
discuss the status and extent of the illegal trade 
and its impact on Africa’s iconic great apes species.

GREAT APES SURVIVAL PARTNERSHIP (GRASP)
ON THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN APES

Lecture & Canapés:
Members & Guests - 1,300/-
Lecture & Dinner - 2,800/-

Programme:
6.30: pm - Bar and canapés

7.00: pm - Lecture Starts

DOUG CRESS (UN-GRASP) is the programme coordinator for 

the Great Apes Survival Partnership (GRASP), a broad coalition of 

104 national governments, conservation organizations, research 

institutions, zoos, and United Nations agencies that aims to protect 

apes and their habitat in Africa and Asia. Cress previously managed 

the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA), the Orangutan 

Conservancy and the Great Ape Project (GAP), and spent 20 years 

as an award-winning journalist with The Washington Post, Time, 

the Los Angeles Daily News and the Atlanta Constitution. 

OFIR DRORI (EAGLE Network) is the founder of the Eco-Activists for Governance 

and Law Enforcement (EAGLE) Network, which fights corruption and illegal wildlife 

trade in nine countries across Equatorial Africa. A former member of the Israeli army, 

Drori successfully battled the illegal ivory and ape trade in Cameroon through his 

own conservation group, the Last Great Ape Organization (LAGA), then replicated that 

success in Gabon, Congo, Guinea, and other African hotspots. Drori told his story in his 

autobiography, The Last Great Ape: A Journey Through Africa and a Fight for the Heart 

of the Continent (2014) and was awarded the World Wildlife Fund’s Duke of Edinburgh 

Conservation Medal in 2012.

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH, 2016    MUTHAIGA COUNTRY CLUB IN THE BALLROOM



EMPOWERING LOCAL COMMUNITIES IN 
NORTHERN KENYA TO CONSERVE LIONS

In this talk, Shivani and Jeneria will discuss the decline in the lion 
population across Africa before focusing on the unique conservation 
and research methods Ewaso Lions use to promote human carnivore 
coexistence, reduce human-lion conflict, and ensure a future for 
Kenya’s lions. Ewaso Lions was founded in 2007 and conserves 
Kenya’s lions and other large carnivores by promoting co-existence 
between people and wildlife.

SHIVANI BHALLA is the Founder and Executive Director of Ewaso Lions and 

is a fourth generation   Kenyan who believes the key to    lion conservation is 

working in   partnership with local communities. Her commitment to Kenya’s 

lions has earned her a 2014 Whitley Award, the 2013 Rabinowitz-Kaplan Prize 

for the Next Generation in Wild Cat Conservation, the “Africa’s Young Women 

Conservation Biologist of 2009” award by the Society of Conservation Biology, 

the Virginia McKenna Award for Compassionate Conservation from the Born 

Free Foundation, and has been named an Emerging Explorer by National 

Geographic.

JENERIA is the Field Operations and Community Manager at Ewaso Lions 

is a Samburu moran (warrior) from Westgate Community Conservancy in 

Samburu. Jeneria first joined Ewaso Lions in 2008 at just 19 years old. Since 

then, Jeneria has progressed from Lion Scout to Field Assistant, before 

assuming his current position of Field Operations and Community Manager in 

2013. Jeneria’s knowledge of lion identification, ability to transform conflict, 

and exceptional relational skills are key to Ewaso Lions’ functioning.  In 2015,  

Jeneria received two accolades:  Disney’s Conservation Hero Award and 

Houston Zoo’s Wildlife Warrior Award. 

Lecture & Canapés:
Members & Guests - 1,500/-
Lecture & Dinner - 2,800/-

Programme:
6.30: pm - Welcome glass of wine

7.00: pm - Lecture Starts


