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EAWLS holds Biggest Ever 
Mazingira Challenge

EAWLS's 3rd Annual 
Corporate Breakfast

EAWLS holds its Annual 
Forest Challenge

When I became the 
Chairman of the East 
African Wild Life 

Society (EAWLS) on December 
4th 2014, I joined a Society full 
of enthusiasm and focus. The 
Executive Director was Michael 
Gachanja. He has been able to 
steer the organization in the right 
path and has offered visionary 
leadership.

It is therefore that time that 
EAWLS has to bid farewell to 
Michael who has been with the 
Society since 1995. Michael’s 
last day in the Society was 31st 
December 2015 and we are in the 
process of recruiting a successor 
and we shall inform you once 
this process is complete. In the 
meantime, Nigel Hunter, a member 
of the EAWLS Board and a previous 
Executive Director of the Society 
has been requested by the Board 
to stand in as the acting Executive 
Director until a suitable candidate 
is selected.

During my tenure as Chairman 
and previously as Vice Chairman, 
I have worked well with Michael in 
many areas including membership 
and advocacy. The members are 
the backbone of the Society and are 
particularly important when you 
consider EAWLS’s core mandate, 
advocacy. 

Swara remains the Society’s 
strongest public identity and 
during Michael’s tenure and thanks 
to the Swara Editor, Andy Hill, 
the quality of this magazine has 
markedly improved. Additionally, 
the first Swara magazine in Chinese 
language will soon be unveiled thus 
tapping into a new demographic 
of readers and environmental 
enthusiasts.  

The forums that EAWLS helped 
to found and continues to host 

continue to grow in stature and 
provide a vital voice to key issues 
within their respective sectors. 
These forums include the Kenya 
Forests Working Group (KFWG), 
the Kenya Wetlands Forum 
(KWF) and the Kenya Wildlife 
Conservation Forum (KWCF). It 
is worth noting that Michael was 
the longest serving coordinator of 
KFWG.

As Michael leaves the Society, I 
am confident that he has left behind 
a strong and credible organization 
that will continue to achieve its 
mandate in the East African region. 
On behalf of the EAWLS Board and 
Secretariat I would like to sincerely 
thank Michael for the work he has 
done for the Society for the last 20 
years, we wish him the very best in 
his future endeavors.

Lastly, I wish to thank all 
members for the support they have 
provided to EAWLS and we look 
forward to this New Year as we 
mark 60 years of the Society.

Joe Kibe,
EAWLS Chairman

Michael Gachanja, EAWLS outgoing 
Executive Director
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As a Society, we try to campaign 
strongly against major 
infrastructural development 
destroying our heritage and in 
particular our wildlife protected 
areas. We also campaign as strongly 
as possible for Government 
Agencies to have their development 
projects comply with legal 
processes, particularly those set out 
in environmental laws. 
A particular example of the 
latter issue, is reflected in our 
objections to the encroachment 
by the Southern By-pass in a 4.3 
km loop into Nairobi National 
Park. On 2nd November 2015, 
the Cabinet Secretary in the 
Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources together with 
representatives from Kenya Wildlife 
Service (KWS), Kenya National 
Highway Authority (KeNHA), 
and the China Road & Bridge 
Corporation (CRBC) inspected the 
proposed 4.3 km Southern Bypass 
section in Nairobi National Park 
where it was announced that the 
site had been formally handed over 
to KeNHA on 30th October 2015 
for the completion of the Southern 
Bypass. 
EAWLS was duly informed that 
a second Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) was carried out 
and this was the basis for approval 
for construction. In particular, it 
was felt that the loop into the Park 
in order to ensure civil aviation 
safety had merit. On that basis, 
we were also informed that NEMA 
had issued a new licence approving 
the loop. With all the facts on the 
table, EAWLS, African Network 
for Animal Welfare (ANAW) and 
Wildlife Direct had a meeting in 
December 2015 where we agreed 
that the land that will be annexed 

under this new arrangement will 
be minimal, on the premise that 
the land cut off by the Southern 
By-pass loop would stay under 
the management of KWS and so 
would not constitute an excision 
of the Park. Notwithstanding the 
lack of public consultation, the 
carrying out of a second EIA which 
addressed the proposed route into 
the Park and the issuing of a new 
NEMA licence was in compliance 
with the court order obtained 
by EAWLS and its partners, 
which sought to ensure that such 
development complied with Kenya’s 
laws. Therefore we shall not go back 
to court demanding a stop order.
Another major issue was the 
proposed marine sand dredging 
off the Coast of Kenya adjacent 
to Tiwi and Diani. This resulted 
in a conservation consortium 
taking the matter to the National 
Environmental Tribunal (NET). 
The NET judgement issued on the 
22nd January 2016 have requested 
NEMA to go back and do a proper 
full environmental impact study 
and not just a report as had been 
done, which was totally inadequate 
for such an important project.
A third area of our advocacy work 
led to a signing of an MoU between 
Kenya and Tanzania to curb illegal 
timber trade across the border 
between the two countries.  This 
outcome came about as a result 
of the investigation and advocacy 
work we did together with Tanzania 
Natural Resources Forum (TNRF), 
with the support of FAO funding.
The year 2016 will be an eventful 
year as EAWLS turns 60. Having 
been established as Kenya Wildlife 
Society in 1956. We shall mark 
our 60th anniversary by staying 
committed to our advocacy 

programme. We shall work to see 
that the Nairobi/Nakuru Standard 
Gauge Railway (SGR) project does 
not adversely affect the Nairobi 
National Park.  That need is with us 
starting immediately. Other SGR 
concerns will emerge in regard to 
Hell’s Gate Park, Mt. Longonot, and 
important Rift Valley conservation 
areas. We will also need to be as 
proactive as possible to see that 
Masai Mara National Reserve is 
restored back to its former quality 
as a 5 star destination, rather 
than have it as a 3 star destination 
and declining further.  What is 
happening in the Mara will be 
described in an article in our 
2016:02 edition of Swara.
Talking of Swara, The last two years 
has seen the relationship between 
EAWLS and the China Government 
through the Kenya Chinese 
Embassy grow. The Embassy 
has supported the production 
of the first Swara magazine in 
Chinese language, which has just 
been published. We envisage 
that this Chinese version will be 
published twice a year as part of 
our contribution to informing the 
Chinese people in working with us 
to prevent the illegal trade in ivory 
and rhino horn.
We will continue building our 
supporter base in 2016 and build on 
the success of the last financial year 
(2014/15) where our membership 
grew marginally for all categories 
but notably by 26% for the 
corporate membership category.
The support of even more members 
is vital as we continue playing an 
even stronger advocacy role.

Nigel Hunter,
Ag. Executive Director
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The East African Wildlife Society (EAWLS) with support 
from the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China have 
produced the first-ever Swara magazine in Chinese. 

This publication is a major advocacy tool targeting Chinese 
nationals in China as well as those working and living in Africa. 
This version of Swara will be a platform for dialogue, exchanges 
and sharing of best practices and lessons among the people of 
East Africa and China. It is envisaged that through it, there will 
be greater sharing of conservation information between East 
African and Chinese communities. This will lead to increased 
awareness and change of attitude and behaviour. The magazine 
will be distributed in Kenya by the Chinese Embassy and in 
China by our partner, the Mara Conservation Fund (MCF) and 
published bi-annually with stories that are of interest to East 
Africans and to Chinese nationals.

This first issue focuses on the importance of saving not 
only rhinos and elephants but other flagship species such as 
Lions, Gorillas, Grevy’s Zebra and the Giant Sable. The Kenyan 
Wildlife Act as well as China’s Wildlife Law have also been 
highlighted.

EAWLS holds its 60th 
Annual General Meeting 
The East African Wildlife Society’s 
60th Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
was held on the 17th of December 
2015 at the Society’s boardroom.  
During the meeting, the following 
were elected as new board 
members;

• Davinder Sikand
• William Pike
• Mohanjeet Singh Bar

They join other board members who 
include: 

• Joe Kibe (Chairman)
• Philip Coulson (Vice - Chairman)
• Mike Mbaya (Treasurer)
• Mike Watson
• Cissy Walker
• Nigel Hunter
• Otekat John Emily
• Esmond Bradley Martin
We would like to take this 

opportunity to welcome our new 
Board members.

The Kenya Forest Working Group (KFWG) a Sub-
Committee of the East African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS), carried out a tree planting project which 

saw the planting of 12,000 seedlings in the Mau Eburu Forest. 
The 12,000 seedlings were an addition to 63,000 seedlings 
previously planted. Through this exercise, KFWG achieved its 
target of planting a total of 75,000 seedlings in the forest. 

Currently, KFWG is sourcing for financial resources from 
partner organisations to undertake more rehabilitation projects 
in the Eburu Forest. The Mau Eburu forest is one of the 22 
gazetted forest blocks and is part of the vast 420,000 hectare 
Mau Forest Complex, within Kenya’s Rift Valley. The Eburu 
forest covers 8715.3 hectares (87km2) of pristine indigenous 
forest.

The forest is of paramount importance since it is the source of 
several water bodies such as the Ndabibi River and forms part of 
the catchment for lakes Naivasha and Elementaita. It is also home 
to several endangered wild animals like the East African Mountain 
Bongo Antelope. Eburu forest has been affected due to extensive 
illegal activities, such as deforestation and charcoal burning. 
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In October 2015, The East 
African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS) launched a 10 month 

exercise to boost transparency 
and information sharing among 
government, civil society and 
the private sector. In particular, 
EAWLS is keen to improve public 
access to information in the forest 
sub-sector (in Kenya) through 
strengthening regulations on 
transparency and providing an 
online interactive platform for 
collating and sharing information.

The exercise is funded by the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), and forms part of the 

international programme on Forest 
Law Enforcement, Governance and 
Trade (FLEGT) and it is anticipated 
that this exercise will lead to a 
more comprehensive and coherent 
strategy to combat illegal logging.

According to a report by the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), lack of 
information is contributing to 
corruption, and it is evident 
that this is a challenge in Kenya 
as recently a corruption risk 
assessment was commissioned 
by the then Kenya’s Ministry of 
Environment, Water and Natural 
Resources and UN-REDD.There are 

national and international efforts 
to improve transparency such as 
the Bali Guidelines and the work 
on REDD+ safeguards and FLEGT, 
and the National Forest Policy and 
Law. Therefore this project will be 
in line with these processes with 
a focus on improving information 
sharing on key elements of the 
Kenyan forestry sector to the 
general public while providing 
comprehensive recommendations 
on policies and procedures 
developed, based on international 
best practice, to improve public 
access to information in the forestry 
sector. 

The 2015 Forest Challenge took 
place on 12th December at Kereita 
Forest in South Aberdares.

The event drew over 200 participants 
who battled it out for the ultimate 
Swara trophy. A team from Ansell 
Pharmaceuticals emerged overall 
winners bagging this trophy.A total of 12 
teams took part in 10 fun but gruesome 
challenges set against the majestic 
backdrop of the South Aberdare forest’s 
canopy. These challenges were designed 
to test the teams’ limits, team dynamics, 
mental endurance and physical toughness 
while ensuring they had lots of fun.

The activities that teams took part in 
included the balloon reach, slippery hill, 
tyre walk, sack race, balloon blow, mud 
crawl, spider web, ditch walk and name 

search. The Forest Challenge is an annual event with the objective 
of raising awareness and funds on forest conservation in Kenya. 
Organized by the East Africa Wildlife Society (EAWLS) and Kijabe 
Environment Volunteers Organization (KENVO), the event is also 
meant to establish partnerships between conservation organisations 
and local communities.



EAWLS NEWSLETTER  JANUARY - MARCH  2016   5 

EAWLS held the Annual 
Mazingira Challenge in 
November 2015. The 2015 

challenge was the biggest yet, 
attracting 209 participants, drawn 
from 12 universities across Kenya; 
Maseno University, St. Pauls 
University, Technical University of 
Kenya, Kabarak University, JKUAT, 
University of Nairobi, Kenyatta 
University, Africa Nazarene 
University, University of Kabianga, 
Daystar University, Mt Kenya 
University and Moi University. 

Mazingira Challenge is an 
annual event organized by East 
African Wild Life Society’s Kenya 
Forests Working Group (KFWG) 
and targets students from 
institutions of higher learning to 
compete on topical contemporary 
environmental issues. 

The University of Nairobi 
emerged the winner of the 2015 
challenge, followed closely by 

Kenyatta University. In the essay 
competition and public speaking 
University of Nairobi once again 
emerged the winners, whereas 
Daystar University won in the 
innovation category. Maseno 
University were the winners in the 
art category (poetry). The event 
was supported and sponsored by 
Inuka Foundation, World Students 

Community for Sustainable 
Development (WSCSD), Kenyatta 
International Convention Centre 
(KICC), Africa Fund for Endangered 
Wildlife (AFEW), World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF), and the East 
Africa Portland Cement and was 
held in Nairobi. 
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On 23rd October 2015, the 
Kenya Forests Working 
Group (KFWG) celebrated 

its 20 years of existence. 
KFWG was founded in 1995 by 

the East African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS) and other conservation 
partners as a forum that brings 
people and institutions from all over 
the country together to address forest 
conservation issues in Kenya.    

The 20th anniversary celebrations 
brought together over 150 people 
from various organizations, most 
notable being the Kenya Forest 
Service (KFS), United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
and Kenya’s Council of Governors.

During the event, KFWG launched 
their new logo and website. The 
event also saw the launch of a 
smartphone application to monitor 
illegal activities in Kenyan forests. 
The new mobile application is meant 
to enable communities monitor 
and report on activities in gazetted 
forests, especially illegal logging. 
The application is also expected 
to enhance the monitoring and 
reporting of forests by various 
stakeholders to improve decision 
making. To date, KFWG continues 
being a leader and game changer in 
Kenya’s civil society space and its 
unprecedented success resulted in 
the formation of similar forums in 
Uganda and Tanzania.

EAWLS, WWF come 
up with Governance 
Barometer

The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the East 
African Wild Life Society (EAWLS) have collaborated in 
administering a governance barometer to determine the level 

of governance in the natural resource sector. 
Through her working groups: the Kenya Forest Working Group 

(KFWG), the Kenya Wetlands Forum (KWF) and, Kenya Wildlife 
Conservation Forum (KWCF), EAWLS administered the tool to the 
forest, wildlife and wetlands sub-sectors. 

A policy brief with key recommendations was developed and in 
November 2015 was handed over to the Ministry of Environment 
and Natural Resources. The Ministry assured WWF and EAWLS that 
they would take up the governance recommendations. It is envisaged 
that the governance barometer will be applied periodically to ensure 
good governance is instilled in the natural resource sector.

EAWLS's 3rd Annual 
Corporate Breakfast

Every year, EAWLS holds a breakfast meeting aimed at 
engaging companies and businesses that make up part of 
its membership. The corporate breakfast is a joint venture 

between EAWLS and Southern Sun Mayfair.
The 2015 corporate breakfast marked the 3rd consecutive year 

that the event has taken place. The breakfast meeting was held on 
24th November 2015 and brought together a number of EAWLS’s 
corporate members who engaged with the EAWLS Board and staff 
on the progress made in the past year and the plans for 2016. The 
advocacy work and conservation programmes that the organization 
is working on came under sharp focus.
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On 2nd 
November 
2015, The 

Cabinet Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Environment and 
Natural Resources, 
with representatives 
from Kenya Wildlife 
Service (KWS), Kenya 
National Highway 
Authority (KeNHA), 
and the China Road 
& Bridge Corporation 
(CRBC) inspected 
the proposed 4.3km 
Southern Bypass 
section in Nairobi 
National Park where 
it was announced that 
the site had been formally handed 
over to KeNHA for the completion 
of the Southern Bypass. 

The news came as a surprise to 
the conservation community as 
there was no prior information on 
this agreement. EAWLS together 
with Friends of Nairobi National 
Park (FONNAP) and Wildlife Direct 
through our lawyers immediately 
sent a letter to the Director of 
KENHA requesting him to confirm 
if an easement agreement had been 
entered with KWS with respect to 
completion of the road, and if so, 
could the relevant documents be 
made available.

EAWLS was duly informed 
that a second Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) was 
carried out and this was the basis 
for approval for construction. In 
particular, it was felt that the loop 
into the Park in order to ensure 
civil aviation safety had merit.  On 

Update on the Southern Bypass 
through the Nairobi National Park

that basis, we were also informed 
that the National Environment 
Management Authority (NEMA) 
had issued a new licence approving 
the loop. With all the facts on the 
table, EAWLS, African Network 
for Animal Welfare (ANAW) and 
Wildlife Direct had a meeting in 
December 2015 where we agreed 
that the land that will be annexed 
under this new arrangement will 
be minimal, on the premise that 
the land cut off by the Southern 
By-pass loop would stay under the 
management of KWS and so would 
not constitute an excision of the 
Park. Notwithstanding the lack of 
public consultation, the carrying out 
of a second EIA which addressed 
the proposed route into the Park 
and the issuing of a new NEMA 
licence was in compliance with the 
court order obtained by EAWLS 
and its partners, which sought 
to ensure that such development 

complied with Kenya’s laws.  
Therefore we shall not go back to 
court demanding a stop order. 

Whilst we may have helped 
ensure that Government projects 
set a good example by following 
due and proper legal process, the 
Nairobi National Park is still faced 
with major challenges.  Of note 
is the possible proposal to have 
the second phase of the Standard 
Gauge Railway cut through the park 
and potentially annex over 500 
acres of park land. This proposal 
differs from the Southern Bypass 
issue by having major ecological 
implications and could possibly be 
the death knell of Nairobi National 
Park. This presents a very major 
conservation challenge that the 
Society is determined to face up to 
with its conservation partners and 
we shall keep you fully informed as 
the matter progresses.
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The Masai Mara has always 
been my favourite wildlife 
destination.  I feel part of it 

and get new experiences every time 
I visit the reserve. 

My latest trip to the reserve was 
in late September 2015. All packed 
up and excited we left Nairobi on a 
Friday morning at around 6.30 am.  
Our land cruiser cruised through 
the Rift valley escarpment down the 
carpeted road and into the Mara.

The ride into the reserve was a 
bumpy one since there was a heavy 
downpour the night before. The 
road was wet and slippery, our land 
cruiser got stuck in the mud getting 
us all messy and dirty as we tried to 
push it out.  What a fun start to our 
trip!

At around 1p.m, we had settled 
into our allocated rooms and 
after a filling lunch we set out for 
our first game drive. The park 
had a great number of giraffes, 
zebras, hyenas, and huge herds of 
elephants trumpeting their way as 
they crossed the tracks. Mostly all 
groups of animals we came across 
had little ones amongst them; it was 
the baby season as it seemed.

We were driving towards Sand 
River when we spotted something 
unusual at the road side - an injured 
young male lion.  We stopped at the 
roadside to see if it was still alive 
-  thank God it was. All confused 
we did not know where to seek for 
help. All other tour vehicles passed 
by without slowing down blowing 
dust and pebbles on the injured 
animal. We had to signal all cars 

to slow down so as to have less of 
this thrown onto the wounds. The 
lion’s tail was bitten off and its flesh 
was all out in the open. He was in 
so much pain but I must say that it 
was very clever of the lion to lay by 
the roadside to seek help. We chose 
not to ignore his call. 

From my angle of view it looked 
as if his tail had been cut off. I was 
too scared to leave him in that 
state. I made a phone call back to 
my office at Wilson Airport. It’s a 
private charter company that also 
works on animal rescues. After 
talking to several people, I managed 
to get the contacts of a local vet at 
the Mara. I called the vet but he 
was on the other side of the reserve 

treating a cheetah and could only 
make it to where the lion was in a 
few hours. Just then, a white pickup 
stopped by and after telling them 
what was happening they promised 
to stay with the animal until the vet 
got there. It was a relief knowing 
that help was on its way, we decided 
to continue with our adventure. The 
Sand River scenery was breath-
taking, we came across a playful 
pride of lionesses basking in the sun 
while their cubs fought each other 
over the carcass of a zebra.

We then headed to the Mara 
River. It was my first time 
experiencing the wildebeest 
migration and I second the belief 
that it is definitely one of nature’s 

GUEST POST 

By Daljit Kaur
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biggest wildlife spectacles. They 
were thousands in number – 
all following one another, but 
something was still bothering me 
about the injured lion. I called the 
vet again and he informed me that 
he still had not gotten to the spot. 
I asked the driver to return to the 
spot where we had first seen him. 
We reached there but there was no 
sight of the lion nor the pick up. 
This got me worried. Just then a 
Rangers Suzuki drove by and told 
us that they had been informed 
about the injured animal through a 
radio call. Again so many thoughts 
came to my mind. What if the 
pickup belonged to poachers? What 
if we left him in the wrong hands? 
If they were genuine rangers why 
would there be a second group 
of rangers looking for the same 
animal? Did we get the animal into 
more trouble? We decided to search 
the area looking for the animal. It 
had hit 5.00 pm and we were still in 
search. 

Just then I got a call from the vet 
that they had spotted the male on 
Roan Hill. I had to get to the hill to 
see for myself that all was fine. We 
reached the hill top and found him 
there, still in pain. The vet got down 

his vet mobile unit and darted the 
male. After 3 darts he fell to the 
ground. The vet team started the 
treatment process. It was cold, 
raining and late in the evening but 
no one gave up on the animal. I 
sat right next to him and wished I 
could get his head in my laps. They 
cleaned him up, injected him with 
medication and applied antibiotic. 
Patting him while taking treatment 
was an unexplainable connection 
I felt with the animal. After 45 
minutes the treatment process 
was over. I had to kiss him a quick 
recovery and now leave him to get 
back into his wild space.

Being with a lion in the open 
wilderness was a different 
experience on its own;  a lifetime 
memory this was. 

We got back to our vehicles 
and waited for the lion to regain 
consciousness. After a few minutes 

he woke up and walked into the 
wild. It had clocked 7.30 pm and it 
was time to get back to our hotel. I 
thanked the vet – Dr. Limo, Felix 
and his KWS Team for the amazing 
work that they do. Thanks to Willy 
Mwangi – our tour driver for his 
support and patience. I’m glad that 
I could make a small difference by 
helping them save the lion.

I was later informed that the lion 
that we helped save was a nomad 
who moves between plains. The 
injury on his tail was a result of a 
male fight. He got involved with 
resident lions in an attempt to 
take over their territory – boys will 
always be boys. 

Wildlife is our heritage and 
wildlife conservation affects all 
individuals in one way or another. 
We should try and make a positive 
difference whenever we can.  A 
small effort can go a long way.
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Father Elephant:
I am the real king of the jungle:
The lion is a pretender to the throne
And the tiger is only boss when I’m not around.
Weighing in at six tones, I have no equal-
If I were an A frican mountain, I’d be Kilimanjaro.
But I’d like to correct the alarming falsehood
That I’m little more than a stampeding beast.
Finding houses and farms on ancient migration routes
Is what make my anger rise like yeast
And my attempt to pass through is often 
misunderstood.

Mother Elephant:
A woman’s work is never done!
Unlike the bulls, which live outside the herd,
I have to protect the entire family from harm
Which, believe me, is easier said than done.
With sounds raging from rumblings to mighty roars,
I communicate with my herd or scare predators.

The Moon is Made of Green 
Cheese, is a collection of original 
poetry by Kenyan e-novelist 

Alexander Nderitu. The book is one 
of the first Kenyan books to be made 
available purely on a Print-on-Demand 
system.   

From a writer who was born on 
William Shakespeare’s birthday comes 
this delightful collection of poems 
crafted over several years. 

‘The Moon is Made of Green Cheese’ 
is a literary safari that will take you 
from the world’s beaches to the 
depths of the cosmos, from human 
relationships to the feeding habits of 
crocodiles, from philosophical thoughts 
to love in the time of malaria.

The poetry book contains a total of 45 
poems which can be read by everyone 
regardless of their age. 

I considered shedding some weight the Dr. Atkins way
But with one calf and another on the way
I’m back to eating two hundred kilos of food per day.
The extra pounds will come in handy
Should a gang of poachers come my way.

Baby Elephant:
Gee, I wish we go back to the lake soon.
Squirting water through the trunk is marvellous fun
As, indeed, is a nice, long, wallow in clay or mud
But the grownups follow a strict pattern
And as soon as I start enjoying myself,
 it’s time to return
To feeding or travelling or salt-minning or whatever.
I guess I’ll be just as fussy when I’m much older,
With powerful trunk and long curved tusks, like dad’s,
And then, like him, I can leave the security of the herd.
Is that a pride of lions? I’d better duck under mum’s 
belly!  

Elephant Song from Alexander's book

GUEST POST
Conservation poetry 
The Moon is made of Cheese 
By Alexander Nderitu
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GET YOUR 
COPY FROM 

THE NEAREST 
OUTLET
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Lecture & Canapés:
Members & Guests - 1,300/-
Lecture & Dinner - 2,800/-

EAST AFRICAN WILD LIFE SOCIETY IMRE LOEFLER LECTURE
“  TODAY CONSERVATION PRIORITY: THE  PROTECTION OF 

BIODIVERSITY AND  HABITATS”

By KUKI GALLMANN
Wednesday, 2nd MARCH 2016

Muthaiga Country Club In The Ballroom                                     

Programme:
6.30: pm  - Bar Available
7.00: pm  - Lecture Starts

Kuki Gallmann is a conservationist, envi-
ronmental activist and best selling author.
Kuki moved to Kenya with her family 
from her native Italy in 1972, and went to 
live in Laikipia where they had bought an 
extensive Highland estate facing the Great 
Rift Valley- Ol Ari Nyiro (The Place of 
Springs), on the Eastern Afromontane Bio-
diversity Hotspot. 

After the tragic deaths of both  her husband  
Paolo in  a car accident in 1980-  when she 
was pregnant with their daughter, Sveva- 
and of her  son Emanuele -   a young natu-
ralist who was killed  at the age of 17  in 

1983 by one of the snakes he studied- Kuki stayed on,  became a  Kenya citizen, and dedicated 
herself- and Ol Ari Nyiro-  entirely to conservation. She founded The Gallmann Memorial 
Foundation, Dedicated to the Coexistence of People and Nature In Africa.Due to relentless 
protection of its biodiversity, in 2014 Ol Ari Nyiro was declared a Key Biodiversity Area 
(KBA) no 64 by   Nature Kenya and Birdlife International. 

Ol Ari Nyiro is credited as a WDPPA-(World Designated Privately Protected area) by UNEP.
Kuki told the story of her life in several books, all world bestsellers. Her Autobiography, I 
Dreamed of Africa, became a Hollywood movie, starring Kim Basinger. 

Kuki is the recipient of several International awards, for her conservation work, such as the 
American ASPCA Award, The Order of the Golden Ark, The Mimosa d’Oro Award, the Africa 
Hero Award, and the Premio Masi Award amongst others. She is the founder of the Land of 
Hope Community Project and of the award winning The Laikipia Highlands Games (Sports 
for Peace) She is a Honorary Warden with the Kenya Wildlife Services. 



EAWLS NEWSLETTER  JANUARY - MARCH  2016   13 

Individual
Bronze Silver Gold

Student

The East African Wild Life Society (EAWLS) is the oldest conservation organization in East Africa working 
towards enhancing the conservation and wise use of the environment and natural resources for the benefit of 
current and future generations. By supporting EAWLS, you will be supporting our conservation and advocacy 
teams’ mission to safeguard, protect and conserve the habitat and wildlife. As a member of EAWLS you will 
be part of an organization that uses its experience, influence, reputation and respected voice to ensure that 
there is sound governance of our natural heritage for the good of all.

EAWLS Membership is available for both corporates and individuals and we have special rates for families and 
students. As a member of EAWLS you are entitled to free copies of the Swara magazine and discounted rates 
on events and merchandise. The different categories of membership have different annual rates. 

For more information visit www.eawildlife.org or write to our Membership Officer at: 
rose.chemweno@eawildlife.org
Mobile: + 254 (0) 722 202 473 / + 254 (0) 734 600 632 
Tel: +254 20 3874145 / +254 20 3871437


