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JANUARY - MARCH  2015
THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION IN EAST AFRICA

Dear EAWLS Members,
As you may be aware, we have revised our Constitution in 
accordance with advise from the Non Governmental Organisation 
(NGO’s) board in Kenya. Most of the changes that have been made 
do not affect the work and objectives of the Society. Within these 
changes we have reviewed our membership categories as follows:

•	 Individual	Regular	to	be	known	as	Individual	Bronze	
member

•	 Individual	Donor	to	be	known	as	Individual	Silver	member
•	 A	new	category	to	be	known	as	Individual	Gold	member	
has	been	introduced	

Similarly with Corporate members, the following changes have been effected:
•	 Corporate	Regular	to	be	known	as	Corporate	Bronze	member
•	 Corporate	Donor	to	be	known	as	Corporate	Silver	member
•	 A	new	category	to	be	known	as	Corporate	Gold	member	has	been	introduced

The Student and Family categories remain the same.

We have also introduced in the individual and corporate categories a band for payment.  To reassure you, 
each band starts at the current membership rate, except for Individual Bronze membership for the Rest of 
Africa. The cost increase in posting Swara has forced us to increase the fee by US$10 in this category. For 
all other members, the name change does not mean a fee change, apart from where we have differences 
in exchange rates. The new bands allow you to voluntarily pay more than the minimum in a particular 
category, thus supporting our work with an increased financial contribution.

To help show these changes pictorially, please visit our website (www.eawildlife.org)	which shows the 
categories and the Benefits you get for each category.  

If you would like to seek more clarification please get in touch at: info@eawildlife.org

Yours sincerely,

Michael Gachanja
Executive	Director

EAWLS	DIRECtoR’S	LEttER
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By	Lucy	Njuguna,	Kenya	Forests	Working	Group

Technical University of 
Kenya (TUK) are the overall 
champions of the Mazingira 

Challenge, 2014.

This annual competition 
brings together students from 
institutions of higher learning 
in Kenya to compete on topical 
issues including climate 
change, forests, wetlands and 
wildlife as a way of promoting 
awareness on environmental 
conservation as well as in other 
contemporary issues such 
as drug abuse. The platform 
also enhances environmental 
protection through tree planting 
and forests’ rehabilitation while 
promoting partnership among 
communities and corporates.

TUK emerged the winners, 
snatching the prestigious trophy 
from the defending champions, 
Kenyatta University. Chuka 
University, who were making 
their bow in the challenge 
finished as runners up. A total 
of 10 universities participated in 
the quiz challenge category.

Winners in other categories 
included Maseno University 
in the poetry category while 
Kabarak University flew their flag 
high in the innovation and public 
speaking categories. Technical 
University of Kenya once again 
outwitted the rest by writing the 
best essay.  The two day event 
which was held at the Kenya 

Institute of Curriculum 
Development on 7th 
and 8th November 2014 
attracted participation 
from 12 institutions of 
higher learning. 

Kenya Forests Working 
Group and Inuka 
Foundation of Development who 
are organizers of the Mazingira 
Challenge once again would 
like to sincerely appreciate the 
support and contribution from 
the following organizations: 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) through the 
Global Environmental Facility 
(GEF), TRACOM Services Limited, 
Tecno Mobile, African Fund 
for Endangered Wildlife Kenya 
(AFEW), World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), Kenya Forest 
Service (KFS), East African 

Wild Life Society (EAWLS) 
and Wildlife Clubs of Kenya 
(WCK). We also welcome on 
board Satima Wildlife Clubs 
Awards competition in the 
Public Speaking Category and 
congratulate all the winners and 
acknowledge the effort made 
by each and every student in 
preparing for the competition. 
Your dedication is always an 
encouragement to us.

Nancy	Chege	from	UNDP	hands	over	the	trophy	to	the	winners,	technical	
University	of	Kenya.

Community	members	and	Mazingira	
participants	planting	trees.
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By	Andrew	orina,	Kenya	Wetlands	Forum

There is need to safeguard 
wetlands for future 
generations. This was the 

clarion call during the Kenyan 
edition of the World Wetlands 
Day (WWD) celebrations held at 
the banks of Kibirong’ Swamp in 
Nandi County on 2nd February 
2015.

The theme was “Managing 
Wetlands for our Future” 
and drew participants largely 
from learning institutions, 
government agencies and local 
communities.  

Wetlands are similar to 
human kidneys, through their 
hydrological and chemical 
functions. It is a key resource in 
promoting the socio-economic 
development of a country. 
Globally, 64% of Wetlands 
have disappeared since the 
1900s. This loss means that 
access to fresh water is rapidly 
eroding plus coastal areas are 
more exposed to storm surges. 
Furthermore, the global decline 
has also affected biodiversity. 
For instance freshwater aquatic 
species have reduced by 76% 

between the years 1970-2010, 
according to WWF’s Living Planet 
Index. 

This loss is caused by a myriad 
of factors; key among them is 
the perception that wetlands 
are wastelands. This has caused 
a shift in land use notably the 
increase of land for agriculture, 
grazing land and unsustainable 
or illegal logging activities 
that affect the watershed. This, 
together with water diversion 
through dams, dikes and canals, 
infrastructural development in 
river valleys and coastal areas, 
air and water pollution and 
excess nutrients have all added 
to the loss of wetlands. 

Fortunately, all these trends 
can be reversed. 2015 marks 
the United Nations year of 
transition from Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) to 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), goals that are not only 
cognisant of the prevailing 
world economic situation and 
the future projections, but also 
the limited natural resources 
the world holds. This fact was 

emphasised when world 
leaders at the 2015 World 
Economic Forum ranked 
water crises as the number 
one risk facing the world 
ahead of weapons of mass 
destruction and massive 
and rapid spread of 
diseases. 

Therefore, the WWD 2015 theme, 

Managing Wetlands for our 
Future, could not be more fitting. 
Thus a future for this important 
resource has to be secured and 
protected as early as the last 
decade. 

The World Wetlands Day Kenyan 
celebrations, held on every 
second day of February, was 
preceded by three major build 
up activities; the centenary 
celebrations of the Kenya 
Wetlands Forum monthly 
meetings where a presentation 
on the status of Kenyan 
Wetlands was highlighted by 
Olivier Hamerlynck; at a panel 
discussion that took place at 
Yala swamp which put in context 
the economics of Yala swamp 
and finally a community road 
race aimed at sensitizing the 
community around Kibirong 
Swamp on its value to them.

 The World Wetlands Day 2015 
marks the beginning of the 
future of wetlands. Young	and	old	participated	in	WWD	2015.

Pupils	listen	in	to	the	Wetlands	
Message.
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struggle for independence from 
the British Colonial Government. 
The surrounding community has 
viewed the forest as sacred and 
has protected it over the years. 
The link between culture and 
conservation was the basis for 
the inauguration of “Pathway to 
Freedom”, to make it an annual 
conservation walk.

As times changed so did the 
forest. “A decade ago, the forest 
was not as serene as it is today 
– with air so fresh and abundant 
wildlife” stated Liz Mwambui, 

It is 2014 Kenya’s 
Independence Day (Jamhuri) 
on December 12th and more 

than 300 people weave their way 
through the scenic Gatamaiyu 
forest in a walk to create 
awareness for conservation of 
Kenya’s forests. Crisp clean air 
meets birdsong and everyone 
is in a good mood. Participants 
try to keep down their voices 
so as not to spook the herds of 
elephants easily found in this 
forest. It was difficult to contain 
the enthusiasm especially when 
the group reached a waterfall.

The walk organized by East 
African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS) and Kijabe Environment 
Volunteers (KENVO), was an 
ode to the freedom fighters 
and the resident communities 
whose rich cultural history 
protected the forest in the 
past. Kenya Wildlife Service and 
Kenya Forest Service personnel 
with KENVO guides led the 
participants through Gatamaiyu 
Riverine forest. The forest, as 
the participants came to learn, 
provided cover and food to the 
freedom fighters during Kenya’s 

By	Liz	Mwambui	and	Richard	Rono

A	bit	tricky	crossing	the	stream.
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EAWLS Director, Michael Gachanja, centre, receiving the donation from Peter Njoroge of Kenya Charity 
Sweepstake (KCS) while Richard Rono looks on.

a former employee of EAWLS 
under the Kenya Forests Working 
Group (KFWG). The last time 
she was in the forest, the story 
was quite different. Instead of 
a long leisurely walk, she had 
joined a team from KENVO and 
the then Forest Department, now 
Kenya Forest Service (KFS), to 
walk grids around the forest, off 
the beaten path, on a charcoal 
search and destroy mission. 

David Kuria, KENVO's team 
leader, remembers those days 
only too well. He informed 
the participants that it was 
difficult to condone the wanton 
destruction of the forest. So 
together with KFS, members of 
the surrounding communities 
and KFWG, he championed the 

group rid the forest of illegal 
activities. Their effort bore 
fruit as was evident from the 
flourishing tree and sounds from 
the wild.
The participants had an 
experience of a life time as they 
were entertained with patriotic 
songs, storytelling, cultural 
dances, and disco music around 
a bonfire. Traditional food and 
drink provided by the local 
communities kept everyone 
literally in high spirit with 
renewed sense of commitment 
to conserve this important piece 
of history for posterity.  

The event was generously 
supported by the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF), Kenya 
Charity Sweepstake, Highlands 

Mineral Water, PEAK East Africa, 
the Kenya Wildlife Conservation 
Forum, the Kenya Wildlife 
Service and the Kenya Forest 
Service. 

More	photos	on	our	facebook	
page.	www.facebook.com/
eawildlife
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A Mobile-based technology 
has been adopted at the 
Kenyan Coast to help fight 

deforestation. The technology 
will enable real-time community 
monitoring and tracking of illegal 
activities such as charcoal burning, 
poaching, illicit trade investments, 
illegal cutting of trees, degradation, 
illegal dumping and impacts on 
the environment. This will enhance 
responses and interventions to 
threats and changes in the natural 
resources landscape. 

Community Forest Associations use 
their Android-based smart phones 
with the monitoring application 
installed and are able to capture 
incidences which are then sent to 
a central server, aggregated and 
can be observed in real time and 

tracked by scientists around the 
globe. The ease of community action 
in response to situations on the 
ground provides a critical new tool 
in advancing conservation in these 
important and environmentally 
sensitive areas.

The technology was launched 
by Kenya Forests Working Group 
(KFWG), a sub-committee of the East 
African Wild Life Society (EAWLS) 
in partnership with Kenya Forest 
Service (KFS) and the Kenya Coastal 
Forests Conservation Forum with 
support from World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF).

According to WWF data, we are 
losing 12 to 15 million hectares 
(46,332 to 57,915 square miles) of 
the world’s forests every year. 
Deforestation is a major contributor 
to climate change, as it accounts 
for 15 percent of all greenhouse 
gas emissions, besides killing 
biodiversity, depleting natural 
resources, compromising water 
sources, causing soil erosion and 

By Jackson Bambo 
Kenya	Forests	Working	Group

other environmental problems. 
Efforts to fight deforestation require 
fast information that could help 
authorities and NGOs take action 
before the worst damage is done.

Local communities are the stewards 
of their environment.Using them 
and their available mobile phones 
is the most cost effective, accurate 
and efficient way of monitoring and 
mapping natural resources. 

the	African	Journal	of	Ecology	-	A	resource	for	SWARA	readers

Among articles in the current 
issue are:
•	 Floristic	heterogeneity	at	

Ngogo, Kibale National 
Park, Uganda and possible 
implications for habitat use 
by chimpanzees

•	 Locating	elephant	corridors	
between Saadani National 
Park and the Wami-Mbiki 
Wildlife Management Area, 
Tanzani

•	 The	predicament	of	the	
African wild dog, Lycaon 
pictus, is less precarious 
than claimed Feeding 
ecology of the Ethiopian wolf 
in the Simien Mountains 
National Park, Ethiopia 

AJE is published in association with 
EAWLS. For further details go to: 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1365-2028

or	contact:
North,	Central,	and	South	America
Journal Customer Services
John Wiley & Sons Inc 
350 Main Street
Malden MA 02148 USA
Tel: +1 781 388 8598
Tel (toll free): +1 800 835 6770
Email: cs-journals@wiley.com
 
Europe,	Middle	East	and	Africa
Journals Customer Services
John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. The Atrium
Southern Gate Chichester

PO19 8QG, United Kingdom
Phone: 44 (0)1865 778315
E-mail: cs-journals@wiley.com

Asia	Pacific
Journal Customer Services
John Wiley & Sons 
Singapore Pte. Ltd.
1 Fusionopolis Walk
#07-01 Solaris South Tower
Singapore 138 628
Phone: +65 6511 8000
Japanese: +65 6511 8010
Email: cs-journals@wiley.com

Eawls	members	get	a	35%	discount	

on	virtually	all	wiley	print	books.	

Join	EAWLS	and	get	additional	

benefits	(	www.eawildlife.org)

Screen	shot	of	the	Mobile	App
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Charles Kivasu Maingi, 
a student at The 
University of Nairobi, has 

received The African Journal 
of Ecology and Royal African 
Foundation Scholarship for 
his environmental research 
programme as part of his studies 
for the Master’s Degree. 

The grant covers research for 
his project focusing on the 
endangered and endemic Tana 
River Mangabey monkey in 
Kenya’s Tana River Primate 
National Reserve. The research 
objective is to determine the 
distribution and composition 
of food plant resources and 
how they influence group 
size dynamics of the Tana 
mangabeys. 

The Tana River forests are 
floodplain along the meandering 

river which provides habitat for 
different species of fauna and 
flora. The forest patches are 
home to the endemic Tana River 
mangabey and other primate 
species. These forest patches 
also provide goods and services 
to the communities living 
around it, such as firewood, leaf 
harvesting and tree cutting. 
They face various disturbances 
which make it distributed into 
fragments along the river. The 
area supports approximately 
80 forest fragments which 
are different in size, species 
assemblages, forest structure 
and level of human activity. 
Due to forest fragmentation, 
the habitat is threatened and 
can result to its decline and 
ultimately extinction. 40 of 
these fragments are inhabited 
by the mangabey at varying 
abundances.

By	Dennis	Sang,	East	African	Wild	Life	Society

The mangabeys depend on the 
plant species in these forest 
fragments as source of their 
food. According to research by 
scientists, there are 15 top diet 
plant species in the lower Tana 
forest fragments. The mangabey 
groups are found in more than 
one fragment hence the average 
number of the groups is a good 
indicator of habitat quality. The 
study aim is to determine which 
of the fragments in the lower 
Tana River has a higher food 
plant species composition for 
Tana river mangabeys as well as 
support higher mangabey group 
sizes.

The findings of this research will 
assist EAWLS in its advocacy 
work for the conservation of 
the Tana Delta, Kenya’s newest 
Ramsar site. This scholarship 
has been made possible by the 
financial support from the Royal 
African Foundation (RAF). 
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Marc Goss, manager of the Mara Elephant Project will be talking about elephants in the Mara 
ecosystem.  He will be highlighting the history and change of the elephant rangeland in the 
Mara as well as providing information on elephant spatial data, poaching statistics, human 
elephant partnerships, etc. Marc will then go on to  explain the importance of the Mara 
Elephant project and what it hopes to achieve and the constraints and challenges that the 
project faces.

Lecture	&	Canapés:
Members & Guests - 1,300/-
Lecture & Dinner - 2,800/-

Programme:
6.30: pm  - Bar Available
7.00: pm  - Lecture Starts
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BY	JUStIN	HEAtH
WEDNESDAY, 11TH MARCH 2015, KAREN COUNTRY CLUB AT THE UPSTAIRS LOUNGE

The talk looks at the history of the Mara Conservancies, the current situation and the 
challenges we face moving forward. At present over 200,000 acres of private land is formally 
protected outside the Maasai Mara National Reserve and there are new conservancies being 
established each year and as a result this acreage is growing with another 35,000 acres 
becoming operational in January 2015. These conservancies provide the Reserve with a critical 
buffer, 2000 - 3000 Maasai families a direct income and tourism operators a low impact, high 
value destination. However land fragmentation, changing lifestyles and a dependance on 
tourism for revenue creates challenges that need to be met for this wonderful area to thrive. 

Justin Heath has spent the last 4 years running conservancies in the Greater Maasai Mara. 
Until March 2014 he was running the 50,000 acre Naboisho Conservancy and now oversees 3 
conservancies (Mara North, Ol Chorro Oirowua and Naboisho.) covering 139,000 acres.

Members	&	Guests			
Lecture only - 1,500/-
Lecture & Dinner - 2,800/-

Programme
6.30: pm Welcome glass of wine
7.00: pm Lecture starts


