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LETTERS
'Survival of the swiftest'

I write as a supporter of the
East African Wildlife Society
and its magazine Swam - that
promises on most occasions,
top :lass reader appeal.

You published an article
by Mr Karl Ammann. The
contents of this article

(March/ April 1993) left the
reader in no doubt that the
author was unsure in what he

called his' astonishing facts'.
They left the reader perplexed
and confused.

My family and many other
readers have followed and

supported the progress of this
cheetah family and the
various ages and stages of
their offspring. Articles
written over the past several
years both by Drummond and
Schroder- MacNaughton,
and printed in your magazine,
have made fascinating
reading - so much so that we
decided to plan a safari to
Kenya.

We came to Kenya and to
our delight we saw 'the Mara
cheetahs'; they were the
highlight I)four visit. We were
not so lucky to observe these
animals eyeball to eyeball as
did Anthony Cheffings in his
interesting article 'Mass
Tourism - Threat or Treat'

which appeared well-placed
in the same issue of Swara ­

but we did, by chance, meet
Drummond in the field. His
commitment to conservation
has never been doubted. He

had requested urgent
assistance from the KWS

Veterinary Team when it was
observed that the cheetahs
were diseased. In that hour
we learned more about

Kenya, the Mara and first­
hand news of the cheetahs'

plight.
We were not shoo'd away

but treated like intelligent
human beings and permitted
to watch at a respectable
distance.

We left fulfilled in the

knowledge that someone
experienced possessed that

4

vital ingredient 'commitment
and courage', someone did

care and that Kenya's wildlife
was in good hands under the
watchful eye of an efficient
Wildlife Veterinary Service.
We sincerely hope the new
experimental 'one shot' drug
did the trick and that the

cheetahs will once again be
totally free from this horrible
mange.

One thing our wonderful
safari to the Mara has done for

our children - they will never
again wish to visit a zoo of
cages. Here in England we are
treated to the sight of
psychotic animals pacing
within their cages. Whoever
can even think now, to cage
wild animals. Thank goodness
our zoos are being modified
to give animals the nearest
possible conditions to their
occupants' natural habitat.

Ammann's article, sadly,
is rigid and inflexible and
seeks only to belittle a
committed conservationist.

His jumbled facts bear witness
that somewhere along the line
Ammann came into disfavour

with local authority and the
Maasai, and indeed those
around him - and was left out
in the cold.

What matters is that it has

been proved that hand­
rearing in the wild - no cages,
no compounds, no boxes - is
possible. Drummond's ideas
and techniques had worked.
Credit should be given where
it is due. Nowhere in his
articles does one read of
habituation - what one does

read is care and unusual

understanding of these
animals and the knowledge
that nature's rule is to use it or

lose it, and that rigid and

inflexible thinking leads
nowhere.

It would be a great shame
to lose a perfect practical
inroad that has had nature's

blessing - a painless way to
introduce distant young
siblings and genes into a
cheetah habitat that is

shrinking with continuing
ecological degradation and
increasing human
populations. The incestuous
spectre of inter-breeding
within the cheetah family
groups is already in the Mara.
Here is the chance surely, for
science to take up the question
of even mixing the genes from
those of the relic population in
Egypt, if they exist-it does not
sound too far-fetched or futile.

I hope readers will hear
more about Mr Ammann's
adventures into the land of the
Pharaohs in search of that

elusive 'spotted sphinx'.

BETTY JEAN THoMBS

Llandrindod Well Powys Wales

Uganda visit

The article 'The Parks of

Western Uganda' which
appeared in Swara, Vol. 15, No.
6, (November/December
1992) struck a nerve. I was
fortunate to visit Uganda in
November and December of

1982 and your description of
the people and their precious
habitat cO)Tesponds with my
memories. The cordial

hospitality of the people in the
streets, rangers in the parks
and park wardens was
particularly engraved in my
memory. That was augmented
by the plentiful wildlife in an
almost Genesis-like scenery.
The Murchison Falls on the

Nile indeed defy description. I
was also fortunate to see

elephants mating in the water
in Kazinga Channel (Queen
Elizabeth National Park) ­
that was the high point of my
observations in Uganda.
Definitely, I recommend that
Uganda be included in an

itinerary for travellers in
Africa.

The other reason I am

writing is that I need
additional data on the

numbers of mountain gorillas
and chimpanzees in the
shared habitat of the

Impenetrable Forest. For more
than 13 years I have been
developing a hypothesis
which incorporates the
ecology, anatomy, and
evolution of animals living in
a particular habitat.
Specifically, I need data such
as estimated number of two

types of animal which live in
the same habitat. I also need

information such as what type
of habitat it is in general
terms. It would be sufficient if

you would categorize the
shared habitat in which the

mountain gorilla and
chimpanzee live - enough to
classify it as a habitat suitable
for generalist (europhagic) or
specialist (stenophagic)
animals.

Thanks you very much.

JEHESKEL (HEZY) SHOSHANI

Research Associate,

Cranbrook Institute of Science

106 East Hickory Grove Rd.

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 4830 USA.

New Magazine on wild plants
and habitat to be launched

I am planning to establish a
new magazine, devoted
exclusively to nature photo­
graphy and focussing on wild
plants and their habitats. For
this purpose I intend to contact
people all over the world who
are involved in nature

photography, either profes­
sionally or as a hobby, and
who would be interested in an

attempt to publish their work.
Anyone who is interested

in this plan and who would
like more information, or who
has any helpful suggestions,
can contact me at the address
below.

FOPPE BROLSMA

Hegdambroek 1726 6546 VX

Nijmegen, Netherlands
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Follow the
trail with us.

The people
who know

Kenya better.

EDITORS NOTE

Readers may have noticed

that "Swara'\ has undergone

a number of design changes

in the last few issues.

THis is due to the fact

that we are still experiment­
ingwithan a

format that will keep us on

par with the rapid changes
taking place in graphics and
communication.

However, we shall soon
decide on a design thdt

modern, atfractive and
to read.

the meantime,

are asked to please

bear with us during this
transition.

Address all correspondence to:
The Editor,
Swara Magazine,
P.O. Box 20110

Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa.

Letters should preferably be typed
and as brief and clear as possible.

The Editor reserves the right to
edit letters for space and clarity.

Call on us for most reliable and efficient service.

Our pricing is the most reasonable.

3rd noor Continental House Uhul1.JHighway
P,O. Box 20192 NAIROBI Kenya
Tel: 340180 / 225299 Fax: 212992

O~r Name Says It All!

DiscounT !!J_
TRAVEL SERVICES LIMITED

We cater for your special and exotic
safaris in Kenya, Uganda & Tanzania

Reader takes issue with

March/April issue.

r want to ask just one ques­
tion. What happened to Swara
magazine since the Jan/Feb
1993 issue? It is a disaster.

The new format is very
disappointing to me. Whose
idea was it to change it? What
was wrong with the old
format? Did anyone complain
about it? r can't imagine why
it was changed!

Look at page 3 of the new
issue, the names of the
Corporate Members are in
such small print you can
hardly read it! They should be
listed as they were before, in
vertical columns, in alphabeti­
cal order, if r were Corporate
Member r would complain
LOUD AND CLEAR'

Where is the Letters

column? It is the first thing r
read each month: don't
discontinue it.

Why were not the mem­
bers informed of the forth­

coming changes? r am
disappointed in you.

LAVERGNE G. NOVAK

221 Olmsted Rd. Riverside, Ill. 60546
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WILDLIFE CLUBS OF UGANDA:

Starting all over again

by Dr Kajubiri-Fraelich,

General Secretary,
Wildlife Clubs of Uganda

After years of neglect and

frustration during the

political storms of the

past, the Wildlife Clubs of

Uganda are ready to

resume their rightful role.

Dr Kajubiri-Froelich is a biologist,
specialising in Parasitology. She is very

optimistic that the Wildlife Clubs of
Uganda can contribute much to the course
of conservation education in Uganda. For

any comments, suggestions, contributions
etc. contact: Wildlife Clubs of Uganda,

P.O. Box 4596, Kampala
Nkrumah Road, No.)7 Kampala.

Tel: 256534

SWARA· JULy-AUGUST 1993

HE WILDLIFE CLUBSOF UGANDA

isa non-governmental organisation
founded in March, 1975. It is the
oldest conservation education

organisation in the country and
has the largest membership of
nearly 700 registered clubs, most

of which are institution based.

The aims of the organisation are: to cultivate
a desire for environmental conservation

amongst the people of Uganda and East Africa
as a whole; to promote an appreciation and
scientific study of the country's wildlife and
environment, and to promote the realisation
of the country's natural resources.

For about 25 years since her independence,
UgilJ'::a has had little to be proud of in the light
of economic and political environment.
Political turmoil led the country into economic
doldrums and inevitably, the Wildlife Clubs

of Uganda had their share of the crisis. Morale
among patrons, members and even among the
skeleton staff at the secretariat fell. Most clubs

existed in name only and due to lack of
transport and funds for material production,
the education department, a key department,
wen t silent for years - no posters, no brochures,
no mobile film unit, no program of any kind
over radio or television.

Within this apparent hopelessness, the
clubs somehow managed to survive these eco­
nomic and political storms. The Director of
Uganda National Parks, Dr Eric Edroma, who
has also been the Chairman of the Governing
Council of the Clubs since their inception, was
instrumental in keeping the Club going. Dur­
ing the General Assembly of Clubs' Represen­
tatives which took place on 27 March 1993, he
said, 'Soon after the political problems began
in the late-seventies, the Clubs experienced
serious administrative, managerial and finan­
cial problems. However, this negative situa­
tion has been reversed completely over the
past two years.' Together with his Council, Dr
Eric Edroma deserves many thanks from all
Clubs in the country. Other bodies which have
(:1:)TI'lI::'l.n\1:) a",,'l.'5\ \nI::C\"U'D" \.n(:\"UQ.I::'N'Wi-, h'Nr,
EAWLS,UNICEF,Africa2000, UsAID,ICCE, UNDP,

IUCN, the Sheraton Hotel and many others.
For most of 1992, Wildlife Clubs have

been running a project jointly with the Panda

Clubs of Italy, called 'Young People United'.
The basic concept of this project is co-operation,
sharing ideas between youth of Uganda and
those of Italy especially on issues concerning
their respective environments. This project
produce newsletters which soon became
popular and are still in high demand.

Another project now is a government
executed UNDP project. There is also the GEF
programme under which the Clubs hope to
get funds for a fully fledged Mobile Film Unit.
For most of the past years, the Clubs continued
to carry out their traditional Wildlife Awareness
Weekinspiteoffinancial constraints. It is only in
1992 that this event was jointly carried out
with Jane Goodall Institute in Kampala which
climaxed at Entebbe.

It is important to point out that to-date, the
WCU is a member of the National Advisory

Committee of 'NEAP' (a body charged with the
duty of formulating a national environmental
management policy). WCU is also a member of
the National Steering Committee of GEF project,
and was Secretary to the National Committee
on the preparation for the Earth Summit. WCU
is also a member of the Selection Committee of

Voice of the Children International Campaign.
The Clubs are now coming out of the

doldrums and already future strategies have
been set. A Strategic Planning Session was
conducted in Jinja in January 1993. With a
mission in mind, the Clubs now aim at

decentralization through creation of District
Wildlife Associations. In time, the clubs now

look forward to the resumption of television
and radio programmes on conservation
education and use of other media such as

newspaper, posters, brochures, postcards and
others. Co-operation with other NGOs is also a
priority.

The clubs are ready to fulfill their mission
of conservation education among the youth of
Uganda and to offer opportunities for their
participation in conservation activities. They
are resuming their rightful role at a time when
natural resources and ecosystems are under
'l.nUl::aB1.ng COTI'lTn.erc1.a\ ann TiUTn.'im P'I::'5'5U:TeB.

The secretariat is doing the very best it can, for,
to quote a famous sage, ' nobody made a
greater mistake than he who did nothing
because he could do only little'. ca
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by Barbara Sleeper

An astounding array of animals take their show on the road.

environmental factors - food availability, weather
conditions, and day length - coupled with the intri­
cate workings of an animal's endocrine glands, such
as the pituitary, which influences both reproductive
development and metabolic rate.

The convergent ladybug hides in the forest litter
of California's Sierra Nevada foothills - 30million per
quarter acre - passing the winter months in a state of
dormancy until temperatures rise, along with their
hormones. Then they return to the upper valleys,
mate, lay eggs, and die.

The selection of migration routes, transitory
stops, and final destinations - often used for hun­
dreds or thousands of years - is usually based on
stringent environmental parameters critical to each
species' survival.

Take the case of the monarch butterfly. In cen­
tral Mexico, millions of monarch butterflies from
the eastern United States and as far north as Canada

overwinter in a state of semidormancy, clinging
together tightly on fir branches. All the trees in a
three-acre area are bejewelled in orange and black,
their branches bending under the mass of 30 to 100
million butterflies.

None of these butterflies has ever been to the
roost site before. But this sheltered forest on the cool,
north-facing volcanic slopes, at altitudes above 9,000
feet, fits the monarch's needs perfectly. Low moist
cloud cover prevents desiccation, and the tree canopy
protects against winds and frost. Most important, the
site provides the right temperature range - 40 to 60
degrees Fahrenheit - for the monarch's low metabolic
winter. Within this range it is warm enough to keep
the insects from freezing but not so cool that the insect
can fly and interrupt their dormancy.

But what makes this species migrate so many
miles, and how does an entire generation of insects
find their way to the winter roost? The monarch's
biological roots trace back to the tropics, but evolu­
tion eventually gave the butterfly a unique adapta­
tion: it is the only species in its family to exploit the
summer crop of North American milkweeds. More
than 100different species of milkweed plant provide
a place for the butterflies to lay their eggs, as well as
sustenance for the caterpillars. Since milkweeds con­
tain cardiac glycosides that are poisonous to some of
the insect's predators, the monarch enjoys some spe­
cial protection.

But to take advantage of this northern plant, the
monarch butterfly must undertake its migration.
Weighing one-fifth of an ounce, the fragile insect can
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Migration:
JOURNEY OF LIFE

ITWAS LATE JUNE. THE HUMID NIGHT Aill.PULSED
with frog calls. Most Jamaican natives and beach­
weary tourists had long called it a day. Yet in the

moonlight, along a deserted stretch ofJamaican coast
road, a seeming invasion of white, alien crustaceans
had beached and were moving inland. Poised at the
edge of the road, or raised up on eight legs as they
boldly side-stepped across the pavement, were
Jamaica's large, fiesty land crabs returning from their
annual reproductive migration into the sea.

South Africa is the setting for yet another
remarkable wildlife exodus. Termites - sprouting
wings for the occasion - periodically disperse from
their nests to recolonize, emerging from the ground
in incredible numbers to take to the air. Their

appearance creates a veritable feeding frenzy among
predators suddenly made brazen with the food
explosion. By day, snakes, toads, and lizards gulp
down the insects on the ground, while swallows
catch them on the wing. At dusk, bats swoop after the
airborne insect morsels as nocturnal rodents and
reptiles continue the feast below.

Everywhere, it turns out, creatures big and small
are on the move. Salt-marsh aphids float on the sea
surface, and rice leaf-hoppers hitch rides with south­
westerly weather depressions from central China to
Japan. Geese have been spotted flying over India's
Dehra Dun - at altitudes of 29,500feet - while African
antelope and zebra migrate between dry season water
holes and rainy season browse. And, in the deep
oceans, the world's great baleen whales swim thou­
sands of miles each year between warm-winter calv­
ing areas and polar feeding grounds.

Strictly defined, migration is the regular, usually
seasonal movement of all or part of an animal popu­
lation to and from given areas. More broadly, it is the
movement of any organism from one habitat to
another. Such movement usually occurs horizon­
tally, from a few miles to several thousand miles.

But migration can also occur vertically. Plank­
tonic crustaceans such as krill and squid remain at
great depths during the day, then rise to mass in the
upper water layers at dusk. Certain birds, mammals,
and insects migrate up and down mountain side,
frequenting upper zones to breed, and the foothills or
plains to avoid harsh winter weather.

Animals make these pilgrimages for a variety of
reasons: to mate, to find food, to exploit seasonal
resources, for warmth, or to find adequate space to
establish territories and raise young. The animals'
movements are often triggered by an interplay of
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wildebeest migration is a,ne of
the warld's most spectacular
land animal movementS ..
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fly 80 miles in a day. After wintering in Mexico, the
butterflies reach their summer destinations'by leap­
frogging successive generations northward - several
are born, breed and die before the last generation
reaches Canada.

With no previous knowledge of the route or
destination, the last generation fuels up on flower
nectar, then flies 2,000 miles south to their winter
roosting sites. Because arriving butterflies are many
generations removed from the relatives that flew
north the previous spring, their southern migrations
are thought to be an inherited behaviour pattern ­
learning plays no role.

Many fish also migrate. While the eggs, larvae,
and young passively drift with the ocean currents,
adults usually swim against the currents toward
specific breeding areas. Oceanic fish such as cod and
herring return to the same spawning grounds year
after year, swimming hundreds of miles to do so. The
red tuna spawns in the western Mediterranean Sea in
May and June, then swims north until it reaches the
Arctic Ocean.

Much studied due to their commercial value,
salmon are typical of fish that live in the sea but
migrate to freshwater to breed. After migrating as
much as 10,000 miles in the open ocean, a Pacific
salmon returns tospawn within yards of itsbirthplace.

Salmon probably use topographical features to
navigate, but they rely primarily on olfaction to
relocate their freshwater birth streams. Fish have a
keen sense of smell, and each river has its own odor
signature created by the vegetation and soiL Ge­
netically determined odors that emanate from the
salmon themselves also playa part. Because adult
salmon return to their natal rivers soon after smolts

descend the river, it is thought that returning salmon
home in on familiar pheromones released by kin at

traditional spawning sites.
European eels show a reversed pattern. They

reproduce at sea, but spend most of their 20-year life
cycles in fresh water. Spawning takes place in the
famed Sargasso Sea at a depth of 1,300 to 2,300 feet.
The eggs are then carried by the Gulf Stream across
the North Atlantic in a drift migration that takes two
and a half years to complete. By the time the eggs
have metamorphosed into three-inch-long immature
eels, they have reached European coastal waters,
where they migrate by the millions into freshwater
streams. Following a 10to 15-year maturation period
in freshwater, the eels then turn silver, their eyes
enlarge, and they migrate phenomenal distances
back to the Sargasso Sea to spawn and die.

While most reptiles and amphibians are physically
unable to travel great distances, certain species of
frogs, toads and salamanders return to the same
breeding ponds and rivers each year. In Krau Game
Reserve in Central Malaysia, hundreds, possibly
thousands, of frogs gather in a mating orgy ­
croaking, hopping, splashing and coupling. A few
days later, they are gone.

Galapagos tortoises haul their giant bodies across
30 miles of rough terrain from the humid upper
slopes of the archipelago's smoldering volcanoes,
where food is abundant, to the dry zone below,
where they lay their eggs. Many green sea turtles lay
their eggs on the coast of Costa Rica in Central
America, then disperse through the Gulf of Mexico
and the West Indies -swimming as much as 300miles
in 10 days.

Hoofed mammals are also on the move. Wilde­

beest, zebra, springbok and oryx are the great migra­
tory species of Africa - their movements dictated by
the wet and dry seasons. In North America, caribou
migrate to the Arctic tundra in summer and to North
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America's more southerly forest line in winter. Elk,
mule deer and Dall sheep also migrate where wil­
derness areas remain intact.

Among birds, migration has been perfected to a
fine art. Most species require a rich, abundant food
supply to fuel their high metabolic rates - a supply
rarely available year-round at anyone location. To
compensate, many species have evolved efficient
means to travel quickly over long distances to tap
seasonal food resources.

MOST REMARKABLE IS the migration of the
tiny, ruby-throated hummingbird found east
of the Mississippi River. During summer

they migrate as far north as Canada, in winter as far
south as Mexico and Central America to Panama. To

do this, many must make a nonstop, SOD-milesflight
across the Gulf of Mexico - quite an avian feat
considering that these high-metabolic hummers
usually need a constant supply of flower nectar to
maintain wing beats of 50 to 75 strokes per second.
Scientists have estimated that a premigration weight­
gain of two grams provides the fuel necessary for this
hummingbird to fly 800 miles.

Equally impressive, the blackpool warbler loses
half its body weight during a four-day, 2,400-mile
migration between Nova Scotia and South America.
In terms of flight energetics, this represents a fuel
efficiency equal to 720,000 miles per gallon.

Migration
Scientists have long attempted to keep track of
migratory animals to learn where they go. R1..lt

knowledge about how animals accomplish their long­
distance navigational feats largely remains shrouded
in mystery. Their uncanny sense of direction is
particularly puzzling. If nothing else, research in this
area continues to show that animals have sensory
perceptions that far surpass those of people.

For starters, pigeons can 'see' ultraviolet light
and hear low-frequency sounds generated thousands
of miles away. Fish not only can hear and smell, but
some, like sharks, also generate their own electric
fields to navigate through murky water. The desert
ant's eyes have 1,000optical lenses to our one. Eight
of the ant's lenses are adapted to receive polarized
light. Recently, biologists painstakingly proved that
ants plot compass direction by using polarized light
patterns from the sky - and may reckon distance by
actually counting their tiny steps.

Some birds migrate by day, others by night. By
aiming telescopes at the moon, it was discovered
that most nocturnal flights occur between 10 p.m.
and 1 a.m. Such night fliers appear to navigate by
the position of the stars. Daytime fliers tune into the
sun for direction - and may be guided by the earth's
magnetic field on overcast days. Birds also seem to
have an internal clock that helps them compensate
for the sun's changing position. Similar mecha­
nisms have been proposed for some insects, crusta­
ceans and fish.

But these feats of migration are not without
their own inherent dangers. By massing during
migration, many species create a movable feast for
an array of predators. Wolf Racks follow migrating
herds of caribou. Lion prides experience a cycle of
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feast or famine determined by when herds of
wildebeest and zebra pass through their territories.
And peregrine falcons have been known to join
flocks of their preferred prey.

Timing is everything for migrants. Arrive in the
Arctic too early, and snow cover, lack of food and
cold could weaken a bird so it would be unable to

breed. Arrive too lateJ and food may run out and the
weather may deteriorate before the young are
fledged. In species where quality of territory affects
mate acquisition and reproductive success, males
must arrive early enough to stake out a good terri­
tory, but not so early as to weaken and be unable to
defend it against stronger, later-arriving meals.

Worse yet is the loss of migration corridors,
breeding grounds, or critical refueling stops along
long-established routes. Elephants, once able to move
over large areas of the African continent to find
adequate food and water, are now restricted to na­
tional parks and preserves whose vegetation they
ravage and whose boundaries they ignore, making
them easy targets for poachers. Similarly, many of
Africa's great herds of migratory animals - wilde­
beest, springbok, eland and zebra - have their num­
bers drastically reduced with the elimination of the
migration routes. One migrating wildebeest herd
made it past fences blocking its route only to find a
crucial water stop, a lake, was drained for diamond
mining. The animals perished.

Hydroelectric dams built along the Columbia
and Snake rivers in the U.S. Pacific Northwest and

irrigation diversion, coupled with drought and
overfishing have nearly eliminated many popula­
tions of the once-abundant Pacific salmon. To make

matters worse, escaped hatchery-bred salmon are
breeding with wild salmon - diluting the genetic
programming required for the wild salmon to re­
turn to their historic spawning areas.

WHILE GREAT EFFORTS may be made to
protect migratory species in one state or
country, their critical migration habitats

may be decimated in others - or they may be hunted
or poached along the way. According to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, there are more than 5
million migratory hunters in the United States
alone.

British biologist David Aidley said of migrants:
' ...they actas though they were adventurous, intrepid,
free, as though they solved their problems by taking
action. They stir the imagination.' They also are a
poignant reminder that so many of our natural
resources are finite, and as such, need careful
protection.

BiostatisticianCarol Fahrenbruch, a volunteer bird­

counter fortheSeattleAudubon Societybestsummarizes
the impact of habitat loss on migratory species. 'How
would you feel if you returned home one day to find
your house completely eliminated -no traceofit left,'she
asks. That is exactly what many migratory animals ­
who may be extremely site, shrub, or even nest-specific
- are now experiencing around the world.' One of the
firstindications that something isenvironmentally amiss
is when migratory species return, their numbers
drastically reduced -or,moreominously, when they do
not return at all. if;

Scientists have long

attempted to keep

track of migratory
animals to learn

where they go.

But knowledge
about how animals

accomplish their

long-distance

navigational feats

largely remains

shrouded in mystery.
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Rank Xerox House, Westlands
P.O. Box 11091, Nairobi, Kenya
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Anthony Miranda, for details of our safaris. We look forward

Ayexam Safaris, newly established in the field of safari

Very little needs to be said of the diverse attractions of

the experience of its directors, who have been in the business

operators, combines these two great safari destinations with

for a considerable time to offer to you an adventure that will

live for ever in your memories. Write to us, Aisha Osman or

to arranging your lifetime safari experience.

anywhere in the world .

Kenya and Tanzania. For decades the two countries have
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ustainableForestry
THE CASE OF THE BUDONGO FOREST, UGANDA

St01Y by Vernon Reynolds
and photos by Andrew Plumptre

Why has Budongo survived where so many have failed?

'For magnificence,
for variety of form
and colour, for
profusion of brilliant
life, the forests of
Uganda eclipse all
previous
impressions.'

WINSTON CHURCHILL

S 'II R\ • J L I Y - A L ,l, 1 1 9 9 1

TWO DECADES Of CIVIL UNREST HAVE BROUGHT

Uganda to an environmental turning point:
what few natural resources remain can be

secured and re-admitted into the economy, or they
can be used up and forgotten. President Museveni' s
government is committed to environmental protec­
tion, but the problems are large and the resources to
deal with them small.

In a speech to a conference{)n the environment
in 1989,he summarised the problem by saying, 'The
assault on the environment in industrialised coun­

tries arises partly from their wealth, while in our
poor countries, ecological destruction is perpetu­
ated by poverty ...Unable to increase productivity
from their limited resources and unaware of the

inevitable consequences, our people resort to prac­
tices that amount to ecological suicide.'

Since the beginning of the century, Uganda's
forest cover has been reduced £rom Itper cent to 3
per cent, not surprising when you consideNnat 90
per cent of its growing population is dependent on
wood for cooking, heating and building materials.
This is a common picture for African countrie$.
Projecting the trend, one might conclude that the
remaining forests in Uganda are doomed, but with
effective planning this need not necessarily be so.

Responsibility for managing the forests lies with
the Forest Department, which is committed both to
their protection and their development as economic
assets. However, diminishing stocks of high qual­
ity mahogany and other favoured timbers has led
the Forest Department to consider seriously forest
tourism as a means of generating revenue, not
necessarily to the exclusion of logging, but as part of
a policy of multiple use of forest resources. It is
widely believed, for example, that the chance to
observe wild chimpanzees has yet to be appreci­
ated by the developed world~ and that ifl the long ,
term it could generate more· income for countries
like Uganda than logging alone.

When applied to tropical forests, the word 'log­
ging' conjures up mainly negative feelings. Visions
of smouldering tree stumps, of tribal peoples dis­
possessed and driven out of their homelands, of
species lost through habitat destruction - these are
the stock in trade of the media and there is truth in

them. What is less widely known is that logging is

not always a disaster, that forests can be and have
been managed wisely in some places at some times.

A case in point is the Budongo forest in Uganda
(see Map 1 and Box 1). This is a tiny forest by
Amazonian or Malaysian standards, a mere 435
square kilo metres in extent. But it is one of the
largest and most beautiful forests in Uganda, much
impressing Winston Churchill when he walked
through it in 1907: 'I had travelled through tropical
forests in Cuba and India, and had often before
admired their enchanting, yet sinister, luxuriance.
But the forests of Uganda, for magnificence, for
variety of form and colour, for profusion ofbrilliant
life - plant, bird, insect, reptile, beast - for the vast
scale and awful fecundity of the natural processes
that are beheld at work, eclipsed, and indeed ef­
faced, all previous impressions.'

The commercial development of Budongo be­
gan in 1905 when a permit was granted to a Euro­
pean firm for the tapping of wild rubber (Fulltumia

eIRstica). Tapping continued until 1910 when the
price of wild rubber slumped. Until 1910 no atten­
tion was paid to Budongo's huge timber potential.
In 1910, however, Mr M.T. Dawe of the Botanical
and Scientific Department of Uganda surveyed the
economic resources of the forest and mclde a very
accurate assessment of the richness in timber spe­
cies. His confidential report was pigeonholed and
all but forgotten.

Some mahoganies (for example Khaya allthotheca)

were felled and hand-sawn over the next few years
and in 1925 a circular saw was erected just outside
the forest, operating on trees cut by special permit.
The owner of the saw went into liquidation, how­
ever, and it was not until 1930 that mechanised

logging recommenced, with a licence to exploit a
small portion of the main forest block being offered
to the British sawmiller, Buchanans. This venture
was economically successful and the forest contin­
ued to be exploited by Buchanans under guidance
from the Forest Department until the mid 1960s.
The sawmill was then bought up by an Asian
company and continued functioning for several
years until the Asian community was expelled from
Uganda, and the country's infrastructure colla psed
under Idi Amin. Today it operates but at a very low
level. During its heyday, the sawmill took orders
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from such illustrious places as the Royal Festival
Hall in London, for whom parquet flooring was
supplied for the foyer.

Uganda's richest mahogany forest may have
lost most of its big mahoganies today, but it remains
a fine forest, luxuriant and full of wildlife. With
greater knowledge of the forest's ecology and con­
tinued good management the remaining mahoga­
nies, mostly young at the present time, could be
returned to full size and logged again.

The key to understanding why Budongo has
survived where so many forests have not is the term
'selective logging', which has to be clearly distin­
guished from 'clear felling'. Both are management
policies, but in the context of tropical forests, the
former can, at best, truly be called 'harvesting',
while the latter is brutal one-off exploitation with
no thought for the future. With selective logging
tree harvesting is cyclical, that is, trees are extracted
from a particular region, or compartment, of the
forest over a defined period of time, following
which extraction moves elsewhere, returning to the
same compartment only after sufficient time has
passed for regeneration to occur. Only the largest
trees are felled, the young ones being left to reach
maturity before the cycle repeats. As a further pre­
caution, certain tree species may be spared felling if
they are becoming too scarce. In the case of Budongo

the rotation period was set at 120 years, with two
felling sub-cycles of 80 and 40 years.
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BEFORE A compartment is logged a careful in­
ventory follows of each 'coupe' (area to be
felled), plotting the positions of trees over a

particular diameter. All trees that have a market­
able value are plotted, but not all are felled. Subse­
quent decisions are made as to which trees to fell,
and when felling begins the area around each tree
is examined to find the optimum direction of tree
fall, to cause the least damage to surrounding trees.
Finally when the tree is extracted this is done by
'skidding' the prepared tree trunk to a nearby track
(or in the early days to a narrow gauge railway
especially laid for the purpose) and loading it up
onto transport using block and tackle.

After construction of logging tracks, the most
damaging part of the procedure is the skidding.
Left behind after extraction is a large clearing com­
posed of deep mud and littered with discarded
branches and stumps. Damage extends back to­
wards the track, small trees being broken or spared
according to chance. However, if care is taken it is
damage from which, with time, the area will re­
cover. Indeed, the replanting and regenerating of
mahoganies and other valuable timber species such
as Chlorophora (Milicia) was a regular part of forest
management over large areas of the forest from the
1930s to about 1954. It stopped then due to shortage
of labour, damage by insects and large mammals to
the planted trees, and growing confidence in the
adequacy of natural regeneration.

As an example offorest management in Budongo,
in January 1948,H.R. Webb of the Forest Department
updated readers of the East African Agricultural
Journal on a new, improved method of planting the
mahogany, Khaya anthotheca and other valuable
timbers such as Entandrophragma, Chlorophora, Lovoa,
Mildbraedioodendron and Albizzia. The detailed desc­

ription of root pruning, ramming, lifting to check
root development, experiments on shade tolerance,
opening up of canopy to provide light, and
experimental tree spacing and species mixing give a
good idea of the seriousness with which forestry was
being conducted during this period.

There were also some worrying aspects of for­
estry policy. When my wife and I studied wild
chimpanzees in Budongo in 1962, we found a tree
poisoning programme in operation. Poisoning
started as early as 1952 in Uganda and continued
throughout the 1960s. The active ingredients, 2,4­
D and 2 , 4 , 5-T act as plant hormones preventing
normal growth in woody plants, and were applied
in Uganda to the base of selected trees in solution in
diesel oil. This arboricide was called Finopal, made
in Britain by Unicrop. Trees were selected for poi­
soning on the basis that they were of so-called
'weed' species, that is species of no timber useful­
ness, or actual competitors with the mahoganies
etc. We found, in 1962,that the favourite food species
ofthechimpanzees, the fig species,Ficus mucuso, was
being poisoned and we later wrote to the Forest
Department about it. I recall drafting the letter with
help from the late Colyear Dawkins, who was
strongly in favour of leaving at least one large
F.mucuso tree untouched in every acre of forest for
the chimpanzees. I did not know it then, but he was
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the man who initiated the poisoning programme in
the first place. In later years he turned against it.

By the end of the 1960s and early '70s the use of
arboricide had been discontinued in Uganda. Its
effects can still be seen in parts of the forest, where
disfigured ironwood (Cynometra) trees, eaten away
by the arboricide, nevertheless still stand on ac­
count of their enormous strength. Whether the use
of these tree poisons ever improved the yield of
high quality timber trees is in question. There are
complicating factors. The widespread occurrence
of illegal felling of mahoganies in the 1970s has
clouded the issue. But there are other concerns. Can

the poison affect species that feed on the trees?
The poison, 2, 4, 5-T, is not in itself a mutagen,

but impurities, particularly a series of chloroben­
zene dioxins, are known to be mutagenic. No ill
effects on wildlife, or on the workers using the
arboricide, have so far been demonstrated in
Uganda. But does it work? One problem known to
arise where areas of forest are cleared to promote
rapid growth of mahoganies is that the new trees
grow too rapidly, become spindly or misshapen,
and are subject to wind-throw. The best way to
regenerate mahoganies has yet to be discovered,
but it may well be that they grow best in association
with other species in mixed forest, in a comPlex
ecological interplay with plant and animal species,
subject to the right mixture of sunlight and shade.
They need also to be able to defend themselves
against the viruses, bacteria, and fungi present in
the forest. Altering the balance of these enemies of
tree health by forest clearance may make it difficult
for the young mahoganies to survive.

INITSHEYDAY before the Amin crash, Budongo
was producing an enormous quantity of fine
timber for the local and export markets. Tim
Synnott, then at the Department of Forestry at

Makerere University, stated in 1972 that the annual
production from the several sawmills in the forest 'is
,lOW running at well over 10 million board-feet (about
24,000 cubic metres), mainly mahoganies.' This fig­
ure was taken from the annual returns of production
from the sawmills and is unlikely to be exaggerated.

Most of the Budongo forest thus falls into the
category of 'exploited' forest. It contains a mixture
of older trees that were not felled or poisoned, and
younger ones that have regenerated naturally or
from planted stems. The dates at which each of the
various compartments were logged are shown in
the accompanying map (Map 2). Most of the forest
is now occupied by trees of the colonising and young
mixed forest types. Some invasions of exotic species
have occurred, for example by Broussonettia pap­

yrifera, which was originally planted around the
sawmill, but is now found in many parts of the
forest nearby. This species is a much favoured food
for chimpanzees and monkeys which eat its red
sticky fruits, its yellow catkin-like flowers, and its
bright green leaves. Its seeds are carried into the
forest by primates, which may well be the prime
dispersal agents. A number of other plant species
from open areas have entered the forest and now
flourish in open patches created by logging. Others
have declined as a result of poisoning or the regen­
eration of planted species.-

Non-governmental organisation (NGOs)have an
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important role to play in the present situation: to
advise the Forest Department on the problems faced
by particular forests, and suggest ways in which
they can be exploited economically whilst preserv­
ing them as refuges for biodiversity. An example is
the Budongo Forest Project, set up by the author in
1990 with funding from the British Overseas Devel­
opment Administration, the National Geographic
Society and the Jane Goodall Institute. The support
of these agencies is enabling us to achieve a variety
of research objectives, whilst additional funding
from the United States Agency for International
Development has allowed improvements to the
project infrastructure to take place.

The project was able to purchase two old wooden
houses deep inside the forest on the site of Budongo
Sawmills Ltd and obtained a long lease on the
surrounding land. During 1992, Dr Jake Reynolds
joined the project as a volunteer and, with the help
of local builders, undertook to refurbish the two
rather derelict houses to a high standard. He also
oversaw the construction of brick housing for 10
field assistants, together with facilities for cooking,
storage and washing.

The British Co-Director of the project, Dr An­
drew Plumptre, is studying the interaction between
selective logging and the forest's primate popula­
tion, and the changes in forest structure which have
occurred since selective .logging began. Primates
are being censused along transects in different ar­
eas of forest, each selected according to when it was
logged, and in unlogged Nature Reserve. There are
five primate species in the forest: chimpanzees,
baboons, red tail monkeys, blue monkeys and black
and white colobus monkeys. Results so far indicate
higher densities of the red tails, blues and colobus in
logged forest than in unlogged forest. This may
reflect the greater diversity of plant life that be­
comes established in forest gaps but it is too early to
say for sure. A complicating factor is the existence
of different forest types in different places, so it is
Decessary to be careful not to attribute to logging
effects that may have alternative causes. Detailed

Map of Budongo Forest; the
dates when the compartments
of the forest w?re logge4, ~,g.
44-45 means the compartment

was logged during the period
1944-1945. The two Nature

Reserves are also shown. (Map
dfawn by Dr A. Plumptre).
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FACTS ABOUT BUDONGO

plans for the forest. There is a second benefit: the
presence of project personnel in the forest drives
away chimpanzee poachers. The issue of chimpan­
zee poaching helps put Budongo into a wider con­
text. In 1940 the British forester Eggeling could
write: 'By far the greater part of the savannahs
surrounding Budongo are uninhabited and human
settlements are seldom found in its proximity.' This
was still largely true in 1962 when I first visited the
forest. Today things are different, however. What
was once unoccupied grassland is now quite densely
populated by the local Bunyoro people, or, more
often, by immigrants displaced from their home­
lands in the north of the country by civil war or the
desire to find work. There is also a large population
otrefugees from Zaire, dating from the civil wars
which have continued from the 1960s to the present
time. There is also a smaller population of Sudanese
refugees. People have arrived, and continue to ar­
rive, in their thousands.
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THE COMBINA nON of mass immigration and
civil turmoil during the 1970s and 80s has
led to human occupation of the grasslands

surrounding the forest, with increased pressure on
forest resources, and consequently their misuse.
Pitsawing, the local logging technique whereby
trees are felled and cut into planks over a pit, has
damaged the forest in patches by systematic re­
moval of all the largest and most precious trees. The
technique is actually less destructive than
mechanised extraction, but it is hard to keep under
control since many separate trees are being felled in
different locations at the same time. Trees are also

burnt wastefully to produce charcoal, and there has
been heavy poaching of wildlife for meat and the
wildlife trade.

The Budongo Forest Project is contributing to
an understanding of all these processes. In 1991 an
anthropology student Ms Kirstin Johnson made a
study of the use of minor forest products by the
local people who now live around Budongo. She
found a wide variety of uses of plants for medicines,
food, for use in building and as fuel, while a wide
variety of animals was hunted for food. In 1992 an
anthropologist, Dr Kate Hill, made a study of crop
raiding by forest animals on the farms that nowa­
days come up to the forest edge. She found that
baboons and pigs were the two worst pests, and
that they preferred maize to other kinds of produce
while they hardly ever touched yams.

Further south, in Kibale Forest, there was ex­

tensive clear felling of forest for farmland during
the Idi Amin years. This is an ever-present danger
for Budongo, and the need for strong management
and clear boundaries is greater than it ever has
been.

A sense of perspective is useful here. The local
people have always been entitled to take firewood
and building poles from the forest to satisfy their
immediate needs. People in addition make use of a
variety of forest products for medicines, mats,
roofing etc. Such activities cannot and should not
be stopped, and in any case the forest can support
them. But problems do arise in the case of hunting,
charcoal making, illegal pits awing and clear felling
for farmland. It remains to be seen how well these

problems can be tackled in the years to come. (i/;

studies of several thousand trees will shed further

light on how logging has affected forest structure in
Budongo. In the case of chimps, it will be long
before we can estimate the current population as
they are very difficult to census; it seems likely,
however, thatthere are no more than a few hundred
of them in the whole forest, a third or a half of the
number 30 years ago.

I met Christopher Bakuneeta M.Sc. on my first
return visit to Uganda in 1990 and he immediately
expressed an interest in studying the chimpanzees.
With the help of a number of field assistants he now
works on the chimpanzee community that lives
closest to the project headquarters at the Sonso Mill.
He and his assistants regularly collect dung samples
from the chimps and analyse them for their seed
content. Seeds are identified and we are building
up a picture of the chimpanzees role in seed dis­
persal. Chimps move over long distances and thus
can playa large part in assisting certain trees such
as Cordia millennii to propagate themselves. Several
of these trees are useful timber species and thus the
chimpanzees activities are of interest to foresters.
Together with his field assistants, Christopher has
succeeded in habituating twenty one chimps in the
sawmill area and we are beginning detailed studies
of these named individuals. Sadly, seven of the
twenty one have received severe injuries, now
healed, to a hand ora foot, the outcome of being
caught in snares set for antelopes. Many more must
have died in this way. Recently, Christopher's work
was supplemented when a veterinary student, Gladys
Kalema, did a study of the parasitology of chimpan­
zee faeces, identifying two varieties of nematodes,
Strongyloides and Oesophagostomum. New studies by
students from Makerere University include analysis
of the correlation between soil structure and forest

type and studies of small
mammals and birds. The ecol­

ogy of blue monkeys is being
studied by a student from Ed­
inburgh University.

A team of Ugandan field
assistants has been trained to

go into the forest every day,
armed with checksheets and

binoculars, to provide data for
primate surveys and tree phe­
nology (the times of flowering
and fruiting). Local staff have
also been recruited to cut a net­

work of pathways (known as
transects) forming a N-S-E-W

grid around the project site, for
the purposes of gathering
quantitative information.
These same men are now em­

ployed to keep the transects
open, since rather like clean­
ing the windows of a large
building, as soon as they fin­
ish clearing the 200 kilometre
network nature forces them

to start again.
The information derived

from these studies will help
the Forest Department to
draw up future management

Type: Moist semi-deciduous tropical rain forest.

Location: at the northern end of the eastern scarp of

the Lake Albert rift, between 1°35' and 1°55 'N and
between 3]018' and 31°42'E.

Elevation: 3, 000 - 3, 900 feet (914 -1189 metres).

Topography: gently undulating with an easy

NNW slope to the edge of the scarp; a few hills, the

highest rising to 3894 feet (1189 metres).
Rivers: two, the Sonso and Waisoke, both sm~ll,

draining into Lake Albert.

Area: 168 sq miles, 435 square kilometres

(including Siba, which is 32 sq.m).

Average rainfall: 65" - 70" p.a.

Wet seasons: April-May and Sept-Oct, dry season

mid December-mid February.

Main forest types: Cynometraforest (climatic

climax), mixed forest, woodland forest, colonising

forest, swamp forest (Eggeling 1947).

Nature Reserves: Nya'kafunjo, never logged, and

Waibira from which only the most valuable timber
has been removed.

Main colonising tree: Maesopsis eminii. Climax

tree species: Cynometraalexandrii.

Mahogany species: one Khayaand three

Entandrophragma.



Above left: Forest trail in

Budol7go.
Above: Chimpal/zee al/d young

feeding 017figs at Budongo.
Far left: Budol/go trees marked
for phenology and cel/sus
work.

Immediate left: Gladys Kalema

studying chimpanzee faecal
parasites at Budol/go.
Below: The market at Karol/go

on the edge of the Budol/go
Forest demonstrates the

growth of the local population
in recent years.
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illegal hunting. Ranger forces remain ill-eqillpped
and although considerable steps are very slowly
being taken to rectify the present situation, the
instigation of firm management and adequate training
will take a great deal longer. From my own
observations I would suggest that should there be
a resurgence in the ivory market in the near future,
and as a result the value of ivory increases, then the
elephant in Uganda would be eliminated almost
overnight. The onus, therefore, is on the
international community to ensure that this is not
allowed to happen.

Apart from Murchison Falls National Park,
elephants still occur in large numbers in Kidepo
Valley National Park in North Eastern Uganda
where herds of up to 200have recently been reported.
In Queen Elizabeth National Park they occur but to
a slightly lesser extent. They are often seen, however,
from the launch that plies the Kazinga Channel ­
occasionally almost completely submerged as they
shelter from the heat of the day.

The launch trips are a major attraction of both
Queen Elizabeth National Park and Murchison Falls
National Park - in the former along the channel that
connects Lake George with Lake Edward; and in
the latter from Paraa up the Nile to the base of the
mighty Falls themselves. Both prove immensely
rewarding and a great variety of game can be seen.
For those interested in bird life few areas can compete
with these. Along the Nile the rare shoebill (or
whale-headed) stork is often seen - an estimated
four individuals are resident in this area. Other

notable species include openbill stork, saddlebill
stork, spoonbill stork, Abdim's stork, vast flocks of

UGANDA

fUganda needs recognition from the

international travelling public as she

continues her long haul back to her

original grandeur and prosperity.'

Alive and well
by Richard Vigne

UGANDA HAS LONG BEEN DESCRIBED AS
possibly the most beautiful of all African
countries. Long forgotten by the international

travelling public and ravaged by years of war, the
country remains intact. Peace has been fully restored
by the government of President Yoweri Museveni
and reconstruction of the infrastructure continues

apace. The common assumption held by most
outsiders is that the country's wildlife populations
- once some of the largest in Africa - are no longer.
Certainly during the years of unrest great numbers
of animals were wantonly slaughtered, but a great
deal remains. Having now spent a year mostly
within the national parks of Uganda I am in a very
good position to have an accurate idea of what
game remains and indeed in what numbers.

Of course, as is the case with most sub-Saharan
Africa, the elephant and rhino populations are a mere
fragment of what they used to be. It would be true to
say that there are now no rhinos left in Uganda. The
once famed elephant herds of Murchison Falls

National Park have been dramatically
reduced. However, in June 1992 we
sighted a herd of approximately 400
individuals on the north bank of ~he
Victoria Nile and I personally have never
failed to see elephants on visits to the
Falls. Individual sightings indicate that
the ratio of young adults is high, which
may in turn indicate that the adults
remaining are breeding at a high rate.
Provided that the security of the parks
continues to improve, and (as I think
most would hope) the trade in ivory
remains banned, the future recovery of
the elephant populations will remain
assured. None is under any illusion as to
how long this process is likely to take, but
the future at least is bright.
Questionable is how effective the anti­

poaching operations will be if once again
the elephant becomes the major target of

Below: Mountain gorilla.
Uganda is the foremost refuge
of this highly endangered
species, possessing more
mountain gorillas than Rwanda
or Zaire.

Crowned crane, Uganda's
ational bird.

18 SWARA' JULy-AUGUST 1993



African skimmer, osprey, various bee-eaters (a
species not found in Kenya or Tanzania), knob­
billed duck, spurwing goose and white-collared
pratincoles on the rocks in the vicinity of the Falls.

As one slowly winds up-river towards the Falls,
large herds of hippopotamus take little notice, very
occasionally baring their teeth in threat display, but
otherwise allowing the launch to approach very
closely. From November to March enormous
numbers of (often gigantic) crocodiles are seen
guarding their eggs along the shores of the river.
Unwilling to leave their nests unless provoked,
these giant reptiles offer magnificent photographic
opportunities.

Nowhere in East Africa can one see such

concentrations of this often despised, but nevertheless
fascinating creature. Feeding mainly on the vast
quantities of fish that inhabit this part of the river, one
is quite likely to surprise elephant or buffalo, and
reedbucks are often seen. The flow of water gradually
quickens as th.e launch approaches the Falls. The
river narrows, forcing the coxswain to accelerate
until the boat is swung by the current around a rocky
headland and into full view of the Falls themselves.

They remain a magnificent sight as the Nile cascades
through a seven metre gap into the tumultuous,
boiling cauldron below. This is an area untouched by
man and is terrifying in its power. Happily, plans to
build a hydroelectric power station on the Falls have
been vetoed and plans now exist to declare the area
a World Heritage Site.

Returning downstream, animals tend to become
more prolific as the sun begins to set and the heat of
the day abates. Large herds o'f water bucks and

buffalo make their way slowly down to the water;
Rothschild's giraffe stare intently as the launch
slips silently past and lions, now beginning to stir,
are regularly sighted, curious, but rarely frightened.

Launch trips along the Kazinga Channel, although
somewhat less spectacular, also offer superb
opportunities for the viewing at close quarters of the
large mammals and a wonderful array of birdlife.
Pelicans and white-necked cormorants abound, as
do many species of heron.

Animals in general are reasonably plentiful on
the plains of Queen Elizabeth National Park and
include large herds of Uganda koboCertainly in the
Kasenyi area 'plains game' abounds including kob,
buffalo, warthog and elephant. The track passes via
the kob ma ting grounds - a very defined area where G.i.
the males of the species defend their
individual territories (of which
there are about 20); whereupon
females pass through and choose
males for mating. Normally those
males which are able to defend

Top: Murchison Falls.

Immediately above: Elephant
seen from launch on the

Kazinga Channel.
Belaw: Shoebill stork at
Murchison Falls N.P. Bird

watching is excellent in all the
parks.



Below: Famous tree climbing
lion of Ishasha; White pelicans
at the Kazinga Channel;
Crocodile seen from launch;
Tourists on the launch.
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territories closest to the centre of the mating grounds
are most favoured. The fights that ensue as the
bucks compete for territories are often spectacular.
Predators are commonplace in this section of the
park - lion, leopard and hyena are often seen.

Possibly the most attractive area of Queen
Elizabeth National Park are the plains of Ishasha to
the south. Famous for its tree climbing lions, this
remarkably unspoilt area is reminiscent to a large
extent of the Masai Mara in neighbouring Kenya. At
certain times of)the year the amount of game here
makes an awesome spectacle. Herds of buffalo 400
strong are commonplace; lions, lounging in the fig
trees they so favour are normally seen; and
chimpanzees, living along the forested margins of
the Ishasha river are heard often and seen occasionally.
The main attraction, however, is the complete absence
of the so called 'minibus brigade'. Inevitably this will
change as Uganda continues to open up but, for the
moment, few places remain on the continent where
one can be so totally alone in such a remarkably

beautiful area. In particular, I remember one
early morning drive along the river onto the
Lake Edward flats. In the space of two hours
we saw elephant, giant forest hog, hyena,

" two prides oflion, waterbuck, the ubiquitous
kob, topi, bushbuck and on arrival back into
camp, chimpanzees. Who says there is no
game left in Uganda?

Other areas of Queen Elizabeth National
Park that hold a great deal of interest for
visitors are the magnificently scenic crater
area and Lake Katwe, where traditional salt
production is still carried out. The
Hamukungu fishing village on the shores of
Lake George provides a base from which to

,I explore the surrounding swamps - the
shoebill stork occurs here and bird watching
is excellent, particularly during the
migrations.

Of course, Uganda has a lot more to
offer than the classical East African-type
game parks, interesting though they are.
Large areas of the country are still forested,
although, sadly, rapid deforestation
continues in some areas. In many of these
forests are found a very large variety of
primates. Of major interest to many at the
moment is the Mountain Gorilla project in

Bwindi Forest in south western Uganda. These
primates are undergoing habituation and are
expected to be ready for tourism by April 1993. Few
people realise that Uganda is the foremost refuge of
this highly endangered species and actually
possesses more mountain gorillas than either
Rwanda or Zaire. The Bwindi Forest itself has

recently been gazetted as a national park and is an
area of outstanding natural beauty. Otherwise know
as the Impenetrable Forest, this name is particularly
apt. As one driv€s through, miles of incredibly
steep, densely forested hills stretch as far as the eye
can see and it quickly becomes clear just how thick
the vegetation is. It would be difficult to make one's
way through it without the benefit of the numerous
animals' trails which criss-cross the area.

Apart from Bwindi, the other major forest area
that is also being 'developed' for tourism is the
Kibale Forest Reserve near Fort Portal in western

Uganda. Nine species of primate are to be found in
this forest including chimpanzees. Here also
habituation is being carried out and one has a good
chance of seeing the chimpanzees. Other animals
that are also occasionally seen are bush pig, duiker
and forest elephant. In addition to Kibale,
chimpanzees are at present being habituated in the
Chambura Gorge to the north of Queen Elizabeth
National Park and there are plans to begin habituation
in the Kalinzu Forest to the east of the park.

With its wealth of natural attractions, Uganda
has a great deal to offer - especially to those who are
looking for something slightly different. Uganda
represents a meeting place for East and West African
wildlife, including such species as zebra, ostrich,
impala and in Kidepo, cheetah. As one progresses
further west, especially towards the forests of
western Uganda, the composition of species begins
to change - birds such as red-throated and black
bee-eaters appear and those species characteristic
of the West African rain forests, such as chimpanzees
and numerous other primate species, begin to be
found. At the same time East African species begin
to disappear. Close examination of any relevant
literature will reveal exactly to what extent this
occurs - it is true also for plants, butterflies, reptiles
and insects, and leads to a massive variety of flora
and fauna.

As roads and major access routes within Uganda
continue to be improved, these areas will become

more and more accessible. A lack of

sufficient funds is making the works of
the parks' authorities extremely difficult;
only a very small number of visitors come
to the parks each year - the reasons are
generally recognised to be that Uganda is
still perceived to be unsafe and with little
to offer. Both reasons no longer apply. As
has been illustrated above, Uganda still
possesses a wealth of wildlife. The scenery
is every bit as awe-inspiring as it has been
described - I have not even mentioned the

Rwenzori mountain ranges to the west.
But above all, Uganda is a safe place to
visit. More than anything now, Uganda
needs recognition from the international
travelling public as she continues her long
haul back to her original grandeur and
prosperity. riIJ
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To hunt or not to hunt
by Imre Loefler
THIS IS THE FULL ARTICLE FROM WHICH A PREVIOUS 'CALL OF THE WILD' ESSAY IJANI FER 19931 WAS CONDENSED.

Just before dinner the trackers reported that they had
come upon tracks of a large leopard. Alberto had very
much wanted a leopard. He said that he would have
been happy not to have shot anything else during his
three weeks, if he got a leopard.

BUT FIRST BAIT WAS NEEDED. LEOPARDS ARE, REPUTEDLY,
fond of the oily meat of ostrich. So in the morning we went
to shoot bait. The sun had just risen. The francolins and the

doves were calling. Some of the acacia were in flower: fluffy white
and yellow jewellery covered the bushes and trees. Giraffes were
lingering in a park-like grove. The buffalo and the zebra were
drifting away from the river. We came upon a
clearing. At the far end a group of ostrich were
grazing. We counted two males and seven
females. Further on stood a single male, preening.
The hunter and Alberto, together with two gun
bearers, alighted. I saw them disappearing
between the trees. A pair of go-away birds gave
alarm but only a group of buffalo took the
warning seriously. They strutted out of the trees,
nose held up in the air, ears shaking and stopped
next to the car.

The ostrich continued preening. He had no
pink on neck or thigh. There he stood, several
hundred dollars worth, destined to be hoisted

into a tree and served as leopard bait. f-

It was still early morningyetthe tsetse started b

to bite. The driver sprayed and sprayed, fumes ~
of the insect killer filled the car. I got out. The ~
buffalo trotted off. I sat on an anthill. There was ~
no sight of the bait hunters. The ostrich was ~
laying on the ground powdering itself . ...,

The ostrich stood up. He stretched his neck and turned his
head so as to listen to the wood once with the right ear and then
the left. He shook his head and started to pick on the grass.

Then I remembered another bird execution. I sat one early
morning in front of my tent looking at a spur fowl that stood on the
top of the termite hill greeting Aurora with its guttural cry. The
spur fowl had turned towards the crimson line on the horizon. I
could see movement in the bush behind the bird. A sleek shape
was advancing there towards the anthill. As the light increased, I
recognized the spots. It was a serval. The spur fowl was stretching
its neck jubilating a new day. Now the serval was at the foot of the
anthill. Maybe it made a noise, maybe fowls can smell cats, the bird
turned, saw the hunter just when it jumped. The bird, shrieking,
launched itself into the air. The serval touched the top for the
anthill with his hind feet, recoiled, stretched itself vertically and
pawed the bird out of the air. Feathers flew. The bird fell and the
cat grabbed it and ran off.

The clearing lay still. I saw a group of kongoni emerging from
the forest. The ostrich was feeding. I kept thinking of the ostrich
farms. Iwondered how they kill the birds. Do they stun them with
current and then cuttheir necks like grandmother used to do to the
chicken?

The ostrich froze. A small herd ofThomson' s gazelles bounded
off. Just then I saw the glimmer of metal behind a tree. The ostrich
must have seen it as well. It careened around, took.a big leap,
opened its wings for balance and then I saw it fall before I heard
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the gun. The kongoni had the hunting party in full view now, the
four men walking towards the spot where the ostrich lay. The
hunter notioned to her car. The driver busied himself on the radio.
We got into the car and drove back for breakfast. The bait crew
would fetch the cadaver. Alberto did want the skin and few
feathers but he declined to take home the feet.

Our camp was a countryside akin to the one in the Hemingway
story: 'The short happy life of Francis Macomber'. I came here to
see how professional big game hunting is done. I came with a
number of strongly held views. My dislike of hunters is deep
seated. I have often thought that people who kill for pleasure
would be well advised to see a psychoanalyst. My apprehension
about the motive of the hunter made me condemn hunting
altogether.

I did sense that many of the cooperative traits of homo such as
they are may have evolved in pursuit of meat,
a pursuit implicitly commended in the covenant
with Noah.

Lately Icame to realize how anthropocentric
and anthropomorphic conservation policies are.
I knew how sentimentality distorts the debate
about hunting. I thought one could re-examine
the issue without reference to the motives of the

hunting, see what sport hunting does to the
species. Hunting or no hunting all leopards will
die. Apart from disease, the natural history of an
old male leopard is that it either starves or that it
is harassed and killed by another leopard ­
sometimes hyena or lion. Now I hear people
saying to me all the time how they would prefer
to die: quickly, unexpectedly, painlessly. Well,
that is the kind of death a clean shot brings.
Sentimentality ought to be applied both ways:
let old male leopards die quickly and without
pain like men often die whilst old female leopards
are left to nature, like most old ladies die of

cancer or degenerative diseases ...not surprisingly, ladies dominate
the enthanasia debate.

Think biology: - I said to myself - forget individuals. Think
ecology, think of land use, of economy, think of the failures of
pristine attempts at conservation and of the decline of national
parks. And remember European history: where it not for the
hunters there would be no stag, no boar, no hare left in Hungary.
A couple hundred big stags are killed every year and for the sake
of those populations many thousands roam about happily, their
habitat is protected and often they are even fed! By extension, the
possibly abominable desires of the hunters maintain species
communities which otherwise would have disappeared. This is
conservation directed by market forces~Of course, in order to be
sustainable it needs to be monitored, controlled and policed.
Moreover, its economic benefits need to be self evident to the
people who compete for the resources be it land, water, minerals,
trees or the game itself.

So the dislike for killing of a large, beautiful fellow vertebrate
should not skew the debate on hunting. The question should be:
does big game hunting contribute to conservation of habitat and
to the survival of species?

In the afternoon we went to put up the bait. The ostrich had
been plucked and skinned. It was cut in two halves in the
sagittal plane. The first half we took to a nearby kopje located
within the sanctuary, where there is a permanent hide and a
usually obliging leopard to delight the photographers.
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We drove on to the rivulet where the trackers claimed to

have come upon tracks of a monstrous leopard. We found the
tracks, now sheltered by twigs put by the trackers over them.
Although I have never hunted, I have followed game tracks
often enough: there was no doubt, this leopard was a big one. It
took us about two hours to find a suitable tree, a suitable place
where the hide could be built and to hoist the half ostrich up into
a distal fork of a flimsy looking branch, to secure it, to make it
vulture proof and whilst we did all this the entrails of the ostrich
were dragged around the bait tree in a large circle and then back
to the tree - offal as appetizer.

By the time we reached the camp it was night. At dinner
conversation drifted about then settled on art, on paintings.
Alberto is a collector of paintings, more importantly he is a
connoisseur, an admirer of beauty in many of its manifestations.
His motives for hunting are complex, probably more complex
than he could realize: adventure, excitement, gamble,
admiration, atmosphere, the collecting compulsion, but then
he is also a killer, a terminator of vibrant life ...

I thought of the Covenant of Genesis (9:2), 'and the fear of
you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth
and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the
earth and upon all the fish of the sea, into your hand are they
delivered. Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you
..: written at a time when the hunter-gatherer was about to
enter the agricultural revolution, when he domesticated and
husbanded fowl and stock, fed them and fattened them, wrote
poems to them and about them, deified them and then
slaughtered them for his sustenance and utility. Countless
billions of animals have existed only because man wanted them
to exist so that he can consume them.

Altogether in the whole concession area eight leopard baits
have been put. Now we had to examine the baits and see
whether any were visited by a leopard. Only after there was
evidence that a leopard was interested in a particular bait would
a hide be built and perhaps on that evening or next morning the
riflemen would occupy the hide. The leopard is likely to return
to the bait. ..Of course not only the males would do so. The lucky
females have free meals, expensive meals and the satisfaction
that the host is likely to sit in the hide shaking his head.

ALBERTO AND THE HUNTER went to look at the bait set
for the biggest leopard, I went off with the bait car on a
long journey to check on other baits. There was game

everywhere in great abundance, game obviously not harassed
by poachers. Poaching was sporadic now. The breaktthrough in
curbing the poaching (after the last rhino had disappeared and
the elephant had been decimated) was not solely a matter of
better 'Anti-poaching control' - it required a new approach to
the problem, an approach which would always have been the
only sensible one: the involvement of the community, of the
surrounding villages in the utilization of the resource in their
neighbourhood, for it is their resource. Colonial governments
and the governments of the newly independent countries failed
to see the importance of this. They went further: they posted to
any given area game scouts and rangers hailing from distant
places and regarded much of the anti-poaching operation as law
enforcement, as a police job.

The villagers need protein, so the most important step is to
agree on a quota that they are allowed to hunt or that will be
hunted for them. Then the communities in the neighbourhood
must benefit directly and indirectly from the hunting cum
conservation activity: they must get a proportion of the revenue
and they must get the major proportion of the jobs.

Equally important is education. The concessionaire is well
advised to take part in this education by - for instance - inviting
the villagers, particularly children, on conducted tours and let
the trackers and gun bearers - most first class naturalists -

explain the ways of the bush.
So,do Isuggest that huge tracts ofAfrica beset aside as playground
for a few hundred bloodthirsty millionaires? Well, we often
discuss mass tourism that has destroyed our most outstanding
national parks. We keep asserting that mass tourism must stop,
that no more lodges should be built, that licences for camps
should be restricted, that access to some parks be limited. We also
say: stop off track driving, police game drive traffic, stop balloons,
penalize littering and arrest trespassers ... Alberto, during the
week he spent in this one camp, has provided more income to the
regional and central revenue collectors than many bus loads of
tourists and has not damaged a tree, has not caused erosion, did
not litter and, as he was walking a lot, did not cause much
pollution either.IWAS OCCUPIED with these thoughts whilst we drove from

baited tree to baited tree. We visited five sites ...Some of them

were baited with baboon carcass (the fee, naturally, charged to
Alberto) others with zebra or antelope remains. None ofthem had
been touched by leopard in the previous 24 - 36 hours. So baiting
is obviously not like a fly trap.

The hunter and Alberto were in the camp when I returned.
The bait meant for the big leopard had been taken by lions!
When we hoisted the half ostrich up into the tree, I did not
believe that the branch would be strong enough to take the
weight of the bait alone, save that of a leopard. Yet lions
climbed the tree, tore all the securing ropes, freed the bait and
took it away ...

Hunting is an arduous undertaking. Hunting according to
sportsman's rules, 'ethical' hunting, is a demanding pass-time.

Can the rules be enforced? Can it be safe guarded that the
yield is sustainable? If cheating and over-exploitation cannot
be prevented altogether, can it be minimized? Could such be
accomplished in a country like Kenya?

I believe the answer to all these questions is yes but there
must be a number of provisos. One priviso is the participation
of the local community and their involvement in anti-poaching
and law enforcement. The other is peer control amor,g the
professional hunters. These measures together with ecological
monitoring, sensible. fee structure, and a guarantee for long
term concessions will safeguard everyone's interests, not least
the leopards!

It was full moon. I lay on my bed. I was to leave next
morning so that I would not know whether Alberto got his
leopard. I dislike hunters less since I met Alberto and since I
have partaken in the periphery of the sport. Still I do not think
that anyone could turn me" into a hunter, a hunter for the
killings' sake, for the trophy's sake.

I decided to write an essay on the topic and to suggest that
controlled hunting would be beneficial to the very species
hunted, to the habitat and to the people in the vicinity of that
environment. I also think that the disappearance of the hunting
areas which have surrounded most national parks have created
the confrontation between the national parks and the villages
and at the same time the expansion of human habitation into
these areas has in most cases not provided as much revenue as
hunting had or could have. Then I went further in my thoughts:
if I had the responsibility to choose between mass tourism and
hunting I would choose the latter without hesitation ...I resolved
to propose that big game hunting can make good sense in terms
of conservation, community and economic development.

I lay there thinking. A lion called. The call came from nearer
and nearer and then the lion was in the camp. I remembered what
one of the trackers told me the day before, that if a client shoots a
lion, its siblings often prowl about in the camp for days attracted
by the scent of the slain fellow's skin.

I realised what Virgil may have had in mind when he said that
the tears shed by things remind one of mortality. ra
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TROPICAL ICE

lain Allan, Tropical Ice Ltd, PO Box 57341, Nairobi, Kenya
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Th e Corporate Certificate

Award Ceremony

Diana Sigei

IN THEOVER37YEARSof its existence the

East African Wildlife Society has come to be
recognised internationally as a leading
conservation organization in East Africa.
This has been made possible by the material
arid moral support the Society has continued
to receive from members through the years.

Presently the Society has over 10,000
members out of which 250 are Corporate
Members. The latter category, which
comprises mainly ofNGOs, companies and
parastatals, was recently singled out for its
special role in wildlife conservation during
a ceremony held in its honour on the 19
May 1993at the Auditorium of the National
Museums of Kenya.

It is worth noting that in the last five
years alone, when corporate membership
has increased by 58per cent, the Society has
been able to initiate more than 200

conservation projects in the same period.
The Corporate Certificate Award Ceremony
was therefore a special occasion held in
recognition of this substantial support and
good will shown by the Corporate Members.

Despite its short notice, many corporate
members including some from overseas
were able to attend the function. Notable

among them was Mr Gilbert Zalmar,
representative of Safari World - New York,
who have been instrumental in enrolling
many of their clients into our organization.
The guests included members of the
Council, the Management Committee and
the Scientific and Technical Committee.

The guest of honour was Dr Theuri
Njoka, the Chairman of the Society, who in
his speech thanked members for their role
and commitment in caring for the
environment. Dr Njoka presented each
member with a Corporate Membership
Certificate.

An additional certificate, the
Conservation Award Certificate, was
then presented to those who have been
outstanding in their services to the
Society.

We wish to take this opportunity to
thank all those who were able to attend this
occasion, and we also want to assure those
unable to attend that their certificates were
mailed to them.

The Society is grateful to all its members
for their continued commitment to wildlife

conservation and looks forward to many
more years of their supp.ort.

SWARA' JULy-AUGUST 1993 23



SOCIETY highlights

Conservation Fund
DURING THE LAST FEW MONTHS, the East African

Wildlife Society has received donations of over Ksh
800,000 to its Conservation Fund. We are extremely
grateful to everyone and in particular to: t
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Publisher: Ex Africa,

P.O. Box 477, Nanyuki, Kenya.

GOLDEN DUNES
AND DESERT MOUNTAINS
by Anna Merz

Illustrated by Ann Bennett

T HISISA TALE OF TRAVELS, MOST OF
them in Africa. The author is intrepid
and determined: these traits coupled

with her sometimes disconcerting directness
and total integrity, bring an unusual chann,
almost a simplicity, to her story.

Anna Merz is more than happy to castall
creature comforts aside to get into places she
yearns to explore. She will squelch through
marshes, crawl on hands and knees, wade
rivers, traverse the desert sands, or shiver
through a chilly forest night to obtain a sight
or sound of a wildlife rarity.

The greater part of her forays were
undertaken during a sojourn in West Af­
rica, where she was appointed an Honor­
ary Warden with the Ghana Game Depart­
ment. She woefully records (in the sixties)
that the Ghana Parks system even then ran
on something less than a shoestring, de­
struction of the forests was rampant, and
poaching for 'bushmeat' was fast decimat­
ing the country's sparse wildlife. She was
able to help influence the enactment of
various bye-laws in wildlife protection, but
was saddened to see the greater part of her
recommendations fall by the wayside.

Her expeditions into the Sahara turned
up the legendary Barbary sheep (or mou­
flon),damaand Dorcas gazelles,and ofcourse
the spellbinding scenery of the rolling dunes
and dramatic granite massifs which are so
typical and yet soeternally fascinating in that
remote areas of wide sands.

The story is well worth reading; and
particularly for her Kenyan acquaintances
and colleagues, it will add to our under­
standing of what makes this unconven­
tional, interesting lady 'tick'!

All proceeds from the sale of this book
go towards the funding of the N gare Sergoi
Rhino Sanctuary, the story of which is con­
tained in the author's first book 'Rhino at
the Brink of Extinction'.

by Fiona Alexander

conservation status. Each topic is covered
very thoroughly, and a population estimate
is bravely attempted for each species. The
author makes a point of using 'raw data'
and often quote the source rather than
generalise. Quite correctly, they are critical
of some of the less rigorously-collected data.
Like fishermen, vulture workers seem
prone to the occasional exaggeration.

Anecdotal accounts pepper the text,
making a refreshing change from the indi­
gestible mass of facts often encountered in
comprehensive monographs. An example is
the story of Francois Levaillant's extraordi­
nary battle with a Lappet-faced vulture (the
first known to science) in 1795,which is ac­
companied byan engraving of theevent. Less
effective are the frequent enthusiastic
exlamations inserted in an apparent attempt
to make vultures more interesting. This is
unnecessary, since the information alone se­
duces the reader into accepting that thse are
truly important and magnificent creatures.

After the species account two chapters
deal with behaviour and breeding. Kenya
figures prominently in the discussion of
breeding seasons. Here our vultures
present numerous puzzles and this chapter
will make interesting reading for local
ornithologists.

The remaining chapters address the
human-vulture relationship, which has
run the gamut from worship to extermi­
nation. The threats facing vultures are
legion, including diminishing wildlife,
mass poisoning, electrocution, collisions
with man-made structures and distur­
bance of nest sites.

Perhaps of little interest to us in East
Africa are the group photos and
memoranda of the individuals involved

in the Vulture study Group (VSG). These
do , however, illustrate the remarkable
amount that can be achieved by small
group with a focus.

Although the perspective of the VSG is
largely South African, the conservation
strategies they have developed, and the
conservation problems they face, are
equally relevant here. One hopes this book
will stimulate concern and action for

vultures throughout Africa.
The book has its faults, notably a tedious

tendency to repeat information in several
different places. These are minor, however,
compared to its achievement. This
impressive book will undoubtedly be the
compendium on African vultures for
many years to come. Despite the high price
tag it represents excellent value for anyone
with an interest in these splendid creatures.

by Simon Thomsett

THE

VULTURES
OF AFRICA

Published by Acorn Books and Russel Friedman

Books in association with the Vulture Study Group.

Price: Stg £ 55 ISBN 1-874802-03-3.

A CURSORY LOOK THROUGH THIS
meaty volume reveals much more
than gory photographs of scav­

enging birds. It has 464 pages, 130 photo­
graphs, 100 drawings, 11 paintings, 45
tables and numerous graphs and maps.
At the back is a formidable list of refer­

ences. Despite its attractive appearance,
this is clearly no 'coffee table' volume. Yet
despite tackling some weighty topics, the
text remains interesting and enjoyable to
read. Dr Peter Mundy and his colleagues
have succeeded admirably in writing an
authoritative yet accessible work.

The book begins with an overview of
all the world's 22 species of vultures,
including those of the New World. It then
examines the physical attributes and
adaptations of vultures that enable them
to find and eat carrion, with particular
attention paid to flight performance. The
origin and evolution of the group is
described, a particularly interesting story
because of the relative wealth of fossil
material. Then the focus shifts to Africa as

a vulture locality: the continent houses 11
out of the 15 Old World species.

The African vultures are then dealt with

one by one in a series of detailed accounts.
Each is provided with a distribution map
and a splendid painting by Duncan
Butchart. The text covers in turn taxonomic

history and nomenclature, identification
(including full measurements and details
of different plumages), distribution,
behaviour, food and feeding, breeding and

THE VULTURES OF AFRICA
by Peter Mundy, Duncan Butchart, John Ledger
and Steven Piper
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How has the old route of romance and adventure fared?

by Jake Reynolds

--- ._r._
boils through a gap narrow e~ough for an athlete to
leap across. In the pool beneath the falls he was
lucky to survive crocodiles when his boat was upset
by a hippo. Later, as he returned to his northwards
journey, he more characteristically gained the up­
per hand and brought down several white rhinos
near the settlement of Hippo Camp. After tearing
himself away from the fun at Hippo Camp he
continued on to Khartoum, Cairo and home.

It is incredible that the wild and hazardous

route pioneered by Churchill became a set piece of
African tourism, but during the early 1930s Kenya
and Uganda Railways and Harbours introduced a
fortnightly passenger service from Mombasa to
Sudan following the same route - even offering
Churchill's epic excursion to Murchison Falls for
those that wished. In typical colonial style, a 1936
travellers guide tells prospective Nile travellers
that: 'On the way you can halt at Pakwach, Rhino
Camp, and the little outposts of the Empire and
make pleasant contacts with the handful of white
men and women who are helping to forward the
progress of hundreds and thousands of Africans
still in the early stages of civilisation, despising
clothes, most of them, and knowing little of the
outside world. This is the land of the Mahdi, of
romance and adventure, the last home of the white
rhino, where the mystery of Africa is revealed in the
moonlight glistening on brooding lands of prom­
ise, the real Africa robbed of its hostility and opened
up to the wanderer by the power of modern trans­
port and British Administration.' Who could resist
when comfort was guaranteed in luxury train com­
partments and boat cabins in a way that is unlikely
ever to be repeated?

The section between Butiaba and Sudan was

conducted on two great passenger vessels. The 860
ton steamer, Robert Coryndon, took passengers along
lake Albert to Pakwach which was as far as deep
water permitted. It resembled a small ocean liner,
since it was built with a sharp bow and deep draft
to weather the often rough conditions in the lake. At
Pakwach passengers transferred to the Lugard (and
later the Lugard II ), a shallow draft paddles teamer
which descended the river up to the border with
Sudan. From here the Sudanese and Egyptian au­
thorities took over responsibility for the journey
to Cairo.

The service operated until Lake Albert rose

AN AFRICAN JOURNEY

Down the Albert Nile

IN1992 I TOOK A SMALL BOAT DOWN THE ALBERT

Nile, beginning at Lake Albert in Uganda, and
ending up near the border ofU ganda with Sudan.
This route is interesting not only because it played

a central role in the discovery of the source of the Nile,
but because for many years it supported an impor­
tant and unusual marine service in the heart of

Africa, now sadly abandoned.
When the Victorian explorer Samuel Baker

discovered, named and drank deeply from the
waters of Lake Albert in 1864, an era of transport
was begun on the upper reaches of the river Nile.
Boats were steamed, rowed, and even carried in
pieces upstream from Egypt and the Sudan, in an
effort to bring the headwaters of the Nile under
Egyptian rule. Swamps, rapids and attacks by the
dervishes could not deter the boats. Colonel Gordon

and Emin Pasha are two of the great names of
African exploration who were involved in
surveying, administrating and later defending the
new territory of Equatoria, shared now between
Uganda, Sudan and Zaire.

With the completion of the Uganda Railway in
1901, a firm link was established between Mombasa
on the East African coast and the interior. Passen­

gers arriving by ship could ride comfortably on­
ward in to the Uganda Protectora te, arriving at Lake
Victoria, the source of the Nile. Winston Churchill

began his African
Journey this way in
1907,continuing on to
Lake Albert partly
along the Nile and
partly overland via
Masindi. This over-

~ I land route took him

through the luxuriant
Budongo Forest be­

Z I fore descending the
escarpment of the rift
valley to the lake at
Butiaba.

Before entering
the Albert Nile at the
north end of the lake,
Churchill travelled

back upstream to
Murchison Falls
where the entire river

L A K E

VICTORIA
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dramatically during 1962, flooding the port of
Butiaba and doing much damage to the harbour
and vessels. This event combined with rising com­
petition from road and railway transport caused
both passenger and cargo services to be abandoned.
Now all that can be seen are rusting hulls and
landing stages half submerged in papyrus swamp
at intervals along the river. An exception are the
two great passenger vessels, the Robert Coryndon

and Lugard Il, which still stand at their home ports
of Butiaba and Pakwach, somehow resisting the
overwhelming forces of nature.

Three decades after the flood I decided to follow
the old route of the boats to find out how the land

of romance and adventure had changed. The inten­
tion was to return to our base, Masindi, overland by
bicycle and truck. As the region had only just
emerged from 20 years of insecurity due to anti­
government rebels, I set about obtaining permis­
sion well in ad vance and was granted documents in
September 1992. I already knew of a wealthy trader
living near Butiaba who took merchandise across
Lake Albert to Zaire. He offered me the use of his 25

foot boat and outboard motor if I compensated him
for lost revenue while it was away. He also prom­
ised to throw in a pilot and navigator which seemed
like a good idea as I had heard that the river divided
into a myriad of channels after Pakwach, many of
which were impassable. I collected a supply of
beans, rice and cooking oil in Masindi, plus jerry
cans of petrol for the outboard motor, and off-the­
-shelf Indian-made bicycles for the return journey.
The British photographer, Andy Hamilton Lane,
came out to join me in early October, and I recruited
a translator, Richard Odongtoo, to act as expedition
interface with the outside world.

When the time came to leave at dawn on Sun­

day, 18 October 1992, the navigator, who was also
a Catholic padre, said his last prayers on dry land
and climbed into the boat. The whole village as­
sembled on the shore to.say good-bye. Character­
istically, the outboard failed to start until the pilot
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was about to drop.
We soon realised that ours must be one of the

largest, if not the largest boat on the lake, a comfort­
ing thought as we passed our first hippo wallowing
on a sandbank. What we didn't realise was that we

would not see any more hippos along the entire 200
mile journey to the Sudanese border - and that
includes the deserted settlement of Hippo Camp.
The problem is that a hippo can provide up to a ton
of meat. For centuries fishermen have speared the
odd animal to supplement their diet, but the ap­
pearance during the 1970sand 80s of military grou ps
poaching animals with automatic weapons, not
spears, has altered the balance entirely.

Another thing we realised soon after departure
was that our navigator had never seen the river
before, which went some way to explaining why he
spent so much time praying. The boat owner had
only put him on board to keep the pilot company on
the return journey, so we nick-named him 'The
Passenger'. Worrying thoughts about being fun­
neled into swamp north of Pakwach crept into our
minds especially as we had left both of our ma­
chetes in Butiaba by mistake. That afternoon, after
a peaceful cruise up Lake Albert overlooked by

Top: Sunset at Butiaba.
Immediately above: Wreck of
the Robert Coryndon near
Butiaba.

Below: Looking for LArapi near
the Sudallese border.



SPECIAL
CAMPING
SAFARIS

ADVENTURE

Enjoy the adventure of safari in the
world-renowned gamepa.rks of Kenya.
We not only offer scheduled trips of
four, six and ten day safaris which leave
Nairobi on a Sunday/Monday and
Wednesday, but we can also arrange
individual safaris to suit your particular
needs.

UAMPING
Experience the thrill of bush-life with
our adventure camping safaris to Masai
Mara, Lake Turkana, The Rift Valley,
Mount Kenya, Samburu, Amboseli,
Tsavo and Tanzania.

SPEUIALS
We offer a wide variety of action trips
including: Golfing, walking safaris,
climbing Mount Kenya, horse riding,
and fishing.
We can also organise family group
safaris, schools, clubs and.special
Interest safaris.

P.O. Box 51512
Nairobi, Kenya.

Tel: 338325/220072
After Hours: 882541'
Fax: 254 2 211828
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From top dmvnwards: Arrival at Wadelai

on the Nile; WreckofLugardIlat Pakwach;

Fishermen's village near Pakwach;Goliath

heron at take-off, Rhino Camp.

impressive mountains on
the Zaire side, we reached
Pakwach bridge - a site of
such strategic importance
that an army battalion is
stationed there to protect
it. To avoid any rash mis­
interpretations of our
behaviour, we were care­
ful to stop before the bridge
and carried on up to the

sentry post by foot. We congratulated ourselves on
our wise decision after seeing what heavy artillery
lay on the other side of the bridge.

Had we not possessed official papers our jour­
ney would have ended there, and not pleasantly
either, judging by the temperament of the sentries.
I was forced to remove my sandals as they were not
considered appropriate for the army. Andy was
given star treatment on the other hand, as he was
wearing a nice pair ofleather boots. Thankfully, just
as Iwas starting to jump up and down on the baking
earth the Political Commissar arrived and took

control. It turned out that he had been expecting us
the day before and was cross that we were late. In a
darkly sarcastic manner he informed us time and
again that he would personally assure our safety in
the battalion compound. What dangers he had in
mind we never found out. But it was an unpleasant
night thinking about them, especially as he woke us
up three times to reassure us.

With the light of dawn we found ourselves
camped in the shadow ofthe Lugard II paddles teamer.
Climbing up on to its rusting hull we found the
levers and bells intact in what remained of the

control room. Even the wooden blades of the paddles
had not rotted completely and gallons of original
engine oil lay floating under the deck. Back at the
boat the pilot and navigator were brushing off lake
flies from their clothes and hair; the full moon of the

night before had encouraged the little sandy
coloured flies to swarm in their monthly jamboree.

We quickly left Pakwach hoping to make it to
Rhino Camp in one day. The river soon developed
into an enormous shallow water lake - Lake Rubi ­
from which numerous marshy channels issued as
we had feared. Since none of us had any idea which
channel to choose we pursued fishermen in their
dug-out canoes in order to find out. Between us we
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spoke English, French, Luo, Mahdi, Swahili,
Lunyoro, Luganda, Lugungu, and a smattering of
Lingala, which sufficed for the majority of the fish­
ermen but not all. Most often we only had to get the
accent right on 'Rhino Camp' and we would get an
arm-wave in the correct direction. There was one

place which I particularly wanted to see en-route:
Emin Pasha's deserted fortress at Wadelai. But of

course we went straight past it without knowing.
By the time the river narrowed near Rhino

Camp, floating weed covered about one third of its
surface. The weed's beautiful purple flowers
betrayed it as water hyacinth -as yet an uncontrolled
menace to East African waterways leading to
eventual clogging of the water. The 'harbour master'
at Rhino Camp greeted us warmly as we came
ashore - his tiny horseshoe harbour now home only
to dug-out canoes not paddle-steamers. He advised
us to introduce ourselves to the police 'incharge'
whom we tracked down sleeping soundly under an
umbrella tree.

AFTER THE LABORIOUS TASK of entering all
our details into his log book we were taken
on a guided tour of the town, which com­

prised one semi-derelict cotton ginnery, a single
line of brick houses, a vegetable market in the shade
of an umbrella tree, and yards and yards of sub­
merged landing stage where the boats used to pull
in. This was all very interesting but we found
nobody who could remember the old boats; they
were all too young. As for the white rhinos which so
fascinated Churchill, they disappeared from Rhino
Camp in 1980 after Tanzanian forces swept through
pursuing Idi Amin.
Before continuing our journey northwards the fol­
lowing morning, we went back upstream with a
young fisherman who had promised to show us
Wadelai. After about one hour he began studying
the west bank of the river intently, giving out com­
plex orders to the pilot. We suddenly found our­
selves travelling at full speed towards the bank, as
we had often done before in error, but this time
punctured the reeds and broke through into a con­
cealed harbour - Wadelai harbour - where we were

met with a mixture of laughter and disbelief.
It appeared that the fort was one mile away, over

the crest of a hill, so we left the boat with the pilot and
set off by foot, preceded by a long line of village men.
The path leading up from the riverbank soon gave
way to a track through high elephant grass, and five
miles later we emerged at the riverbank once more,
exhausted and uninterested in Wadelai forts. But

there was something to see after all - a stone monu­
ment inscribed with the words:

WADELAI
EGYPTIAN STATION

1879 - 1889
CAPITAL OF EQUATORIA

UNDER EMIN PASHA

We knew something had gone wrong with the
outboard when later that afternoon, having left
Rhino Camp at least thirty miles behind us, it
stalled, forcing us to paddle to the nearest
fishermen's settlement. It was already getting dark
so we made sure that the yillage headman was
happy with us camping and put" the tents up. The
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pilot cleaned up the plugs and points of the engine,
topped it up with fuel and gave it a polish. He said
it would be fine in the morning.

When dawn came we pushed off into the river,
leapt aboard and the pilot began the ritual of ex­
hausting himself pulling the outboard
cord. Nothing. He pulled again in vain,
and then we all pulled in vain, and then
we realised our predicament. The pa­
dre who had been silent up until this
point began praying out loud for the
outboard to start, but this didn't help.
We sat around for a while wondering :g

what to do. g

The pilot began murmuring that we ~
should never have left without a me- ~

chanic. He had 'given up' on the engine
after cleaning its plugs so I went aft to
have a look at it. The cogs linking the
throttle to the carburetter were so badly
worn that the throttle was virtually dis­
engaged. I disconnected it properly and
applied a bolt to the internal throttle, ~
then fixed a screwdriver to this to act as ~
the new control. Fearing that I had made ~
matters worse the pilot refused to coop- i
erate until I explained that I would take "­
over his job unless he did. He played for time. To
reinforce my point I pulled mightily at the cord and
the engine sprung into life surprising everyone .
The pilot was overcome with joy and kept shouting:
'Mechanic! Mechanic!'.

We ambled our way northwards along the Bahr

el Jebel (River of Hills). It was far easier to navigate
than we had imagined as the main channel was
often extremely wide. For the most part our com­
panions were goliath and purple herons, crested
cranes, fish eagles and ospreys, and the African
jacana. We scanned the marshes for rare shoebill
(whale headed) storks, but failed to find any. We
searched for the steamer NyanzaL supposedly sunk
in shallow water downstream from Hippo Camp,
but again failed. The steamer, which was brought to
Sudan by Baker and later used by Colonel Gordon
to determine once and for all the source of the Nile,
is thought to have been scuppered by Emin Pasha
as he fled the dervishes, and may be full of ivory.

At our destination, Laropi, we came ashore and
drank sweet milk tea at a tiny hotel serving the ferry
crossing -the only regular transport servicewe had seen
on the journey. I found myself sitting next to a member
ofthe county councilwho was collectingsupplies forhis
hotel on the opposite bank. Simon Goliwas old enough
to remember the Lugard 11 and the barges, and as we
talked hebecame lost in the past. He told us how cotton,
sesame, cassava, millet, maize, and sorghum allused to
be sent southwards to market, with fuel, cement, and
hardware being brought back in return. The region had
a lifeline and prospered accordingly.

The good news for Simon and others living by the
Albert Nile is that a new lifeline is under review. The
Lutheran World Federation which has already done so
much quality development work in Uganda, is prepar­
ing plans to introduce a small-scalebarge service on the
river, transporting cargo and limited numbers of pas­
sengers. The level of comfort may never achieve that of
yesteryear, but if successfWthe region may recapture
some of its lost prosperity. (i/;

l?'urpJe heron and Crowned

'ere compqnions along
el Jebel. Other birds

. hted were the

ospreys and
the Africanjacan.
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MOMBASA

AMBAlAL HOUSE.
NKRUMAH ROAD
• P.O. BOX 86922

TEL: 311426·311524·220421
FAX: 254·11·311498

NAIROBI

PHOENIX HOUSE,
KENYATTA AVENUE

• P.O. BOX 10367
TEL: 229803·228352·225]67'

213252·213103·2]3102
TELEX: 23055 "BIG FIVE"

FAX: 254·2·337965. NAIROBI

UGANDA

1. LUXURY SAFARIS
2. ALL INCLUSIVE GROUP TOURS
3. PRIVATE SAFARIS
4. INCENTIVE GROUPS
5. BEACH HOLIDAYS
6. CAR HIRE
7. HOTEL AND LODGE BOOKINGS
8. TANZANIA SAFARIS

MEMBER

~ .."...." [1]'""" [!J'"""
" "'\ EiW ,(~ WE ACCEPT

! Ii Ie: \ M\ERICAN EXPRESS
. DINERS€,

~ ••• __ •••••••••• " ••••• MASTERCARDV Qt'"•••~.,..", """'.,..0."",, CREDIT CARDS

• Gorilla safaris
• Traditional tented safaris.

Explorer sqfaris.
wenzori mountain trekking.

• Rabongo cottages .
• Lake safaris.
• Air safaris.
• Lodge and hotel bookings.

P.O. Box 151 Kampala, Uganda, Tel: 236777/267441 Fax: 242733, Telex: 61240/61205

.. _~

HOTICELTD~
EXPEDITION AND SAFARI OPERATOR

Soysambu Wildlife Sanctuary - Elmenteita.
From Aardvarks to Zorilas your time at Soysambu will be a safari within a safari, an unforgettable wildlife

experience, stalking wild game animals on foot, escorted nature walks, silent and still vigils in strategically placed
game and bird blinds, and night time game drives. You are welcome, to walk ....to whisper .... to wait .... to watch ....and
to wonder!!

As one of Kenya's newest, smallest and most intimate permanent tented lodges, a visit to Delamere 's Camp and
The Soysambu Wildlife Sanctuary is an essential element to any wildlife Safari in East Africa. A unique opportunity

to explore the land that inspired the third Baron, Lord Delamere to make this fabulous area his home ..

Contact Steve Turner:

Box: 48019 Nairobi Kenya, Telephone: 331684,335935,331191. Fax: 216528, Telex: 25580.
2nd floor Fedha Towers Standt;rd / Muindi Mbingu St.
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Education for the girl who seeks adventure

o and enjoys the oufdoors. ru1Recent whole sc)1ool expeditions to ~
Lake Turkana and Mount Kilimanjaro.

Contact the Headmaster, Tigoni Girls' Academy, TJ90IJi ~ .Academy
Box 10 Umuru. Tel: 0154 40961. "Th e re is no 0 the r girls' school Iike it!"

ADVfNTURfi",;",;;; ..~....

IN fASTAFRICA
TAILOR MADE
LUXURY CAMPING
SAFARIS.

Ba t--eleurSa
va. Box 42562 Nairobi. Kenya.
Telephone: 890454/891007 - Residence / Fax: 891007.

td.
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KENIA TOURS AND SAFARIS LTD
" The People with

knowledge of Africa"
• Mountain Trekking

• Hotel and Lodge Bookings

• Luxury and Lodge Safaris

• Individual and Group Travel

• earn'ping Safaris

• Special Air Safaris

• Beach Holidays

• Special Students Rates.

WORLDIN TOURS & TRAVEL LTD.

12th Floor, IPS Building, Kimathi Street.
P.O. Box 10414, NAIROBI, KENYA

Telephone: (Office) 218824,336158
Telex: 23126 -INTOUR, Fax: 218825

• Package Tours • Travel· Car Hire • Hotel Booking
• Air Safaris • LuxurJ Safaris • Beach Holiday
• Camping Safaris· Climbing Safaris

CAMPING & LUXURY SAFARIS

Jubilee Insurance Buildir\g
4th floor Suite no 408
Corner Kaunda/Wabera Street
P.O. Box 19730 NAI ROBI-KENY A
Tel: 223699/217671/230635
Telex: 22143, Fax (254-2) 217671
(After 6.00 p.m.) 444572

WE OFFER THE BEST

ANYWHERE

f'HE KENYA -rOUJ('NG COMPANY
fHAf" DOES NO-r WANf fOUr<fSfS
We do not want tourists

"Gee Henry - there's a G-raf - Tick it off" types are not for us -
We supply authentic safari holidays for safari connoisseurs in our exclusive

camps set amongst large game concentrations, where our experienced couriers will
find,you unique game photographic opportunities from the comfort of our 4WD
Toyota Landcruiser Safari Vehicles.

We also operate -, in fact we invented, Economy "TURKANA BUS" type safaris
for those looking for the maximum involvement at a minimum cost.

Incidentally, Adam Hedges with his Capricorn Safaris in Botswana, and
Emma with her Desert Rose Camel safaris, into another age, also attract the
nicest people - TRAVELLERS - NOT TOURISTS.

Prices range from $50 to $ 250 per day.
NEVERTHELESS, If you insist:- we can hire you a self drive, or even book

you a string of excellent lodges and permanent camps connected by mini bus
- Just like everybody else ...

or check out KUONI WORLD WIDE BROCHURE with your local travel
agent .. Remember, Kuoni have been voted U. K.'s best Tour Operators -
10 years running and 20,000 ex. Turkana Busites can't be wrong!

DICK HEDGES
M.D.

SAFARI CAMP
SERVICES LTD

[!JKAiD L!J~""0''','' _ .~•••.•"..•••••~
.~'"-" - ,'., .....,.....,

CONTACT.
SAFARI CAMP SERVICES LTD.
P.O. BOX 44801, NAIROBI, KENYA.
Tel: 228936, 330130
Fax: 254.2.212160 Telex: 25108 SCS
One of Kenya's oldest established
camping operators .
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~

~Smart .~_
TOURS &TRAVEL LTD
Suite 312 Jubilee Insurance Exchange
Mama Ngina Street - next to 20th Century Plaza :P.O. Box 42830

• Come and see the great
migration of Wildebeest
and Zebra crossing into
the Mara

• Stay at tranquil bush­
camps - superbly run

• Watch spectacular
sunsets against the
backdrop silhouette of
majestic Mount Kili­
manjaro from Yatta
Plateau in Tsavo

• Join the northbound
nomads on a personally
escorted Camel Safari

through unspoiled Africa

• ... or our Oxwagon Safari,
where you can take a
long, slow look at nature.

Such days should never
end!

. ,Nairobi, Kenya. Tel: +254 (2)2258501332671 Fax: + 254 (2) 216293

- ..
:.. ' .i.•..

Masai Mara River Camp Ltd.
" Probably Kenya's most charming permanent tented lodge in undoubtably the finest wildlife sanctuary, a

camp that blends perfectly with the environment, the indigenous riverine forest, the croton thickets, the

wildlife and the clientele that she attracts". Be one of those clients!!!

"This is your invitation to experience the best of Africa, with one of Kenya's oldest and most specialised tour

operators, to discover the land that has inspired explorers and ourselves from time immemorial."

~
Delamere Camps Ltd.

Soysambu Wildlife Sanctuary - Elmenteita.

From Aardvarks to Zorilas your time at Soysambu will be a safari within a safari, an unforgettable wildlife

experience, stalking wild game animals on foot, escorted nature walks, silent and still vigils in strategically

placed game and bird blinds, and night time game drives. You are welcome, to walk ....to whisper ....to wait.. ..
to watch ....and to wonder!!

Contact Steve Turner:

Box: 48019 Nairobi Kenya, Telephone: 331684,335935,331191. Fax: 216528, Telex: 25580.

2nd floor Fedha Towers Standard / Muindi Mbingu St.
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~,~~~~~~"
~ Safaris Unlimited (Africa) Limited ~= P.O Box24181,Noirobi,Kenyo ••

~ Telephone 891168, fax (25421891113/882723 Telex 22380 ~~---------------------~

BIG GAME HAND
ENGRAVED CRYSTAL

INCLUDING

BIG GAME FISH SERIES
Please write to us for our illustrated

catalogue (VI) which consists of our range
of crystalware along with our prices.

ROWLAND WARDS
P.O. Box40991, NAIROBI, KENYA TEL: 225509, FAX: 721317.

Photographic Safaris under Canvas

Traditional luxury safaris and guided tours

of Kenya's wilderness and game reserves in
4 WD land cruisers.

Safaris in the Saddle

~ 1p/
~ ; A once-in-a-lifetime adventure for the

, experienced horseman. Ride out from a base ~

~ camp traversing miles. of Masailand over ~~ dramatic landscapes amongst herds of game. == /--;;;"-= ~

~~~3 /_~ngandFishingSafaris . ~
~ .. -" SpeClahsed sa fans for those Interested In the ==~ ... outdoor life. Fly-fishing, deep-sea fishing, ~
);. climbing, safaris by camel or canoe and bird ~
~ h' d -= unhng arrange . ==- ~
~ This year we celebrate our 21st Anniversary ~~ -
= 2 -JOIN USI ,;;

~ )~
~ . :':':,;~. ":.',"'''', ,,~.,.~~~,.._.• '~, ..;,-:N.)! ~

-~ ..... ,. :::;:,.-.
~ ~""" : ,.', "?:r/'''' ';>,,,::8'Y~/:-.... ~. ~/./··~O·'!£j}A·(;~ t"" 'J,,,r\ ..9\V -" "::":" ,,~,,~ ,,:~:--,;~":,.;".~-;,".~",,- ,,,,I,,.<t.,,, ,,,.

U~ ~,.". ~ ~ ~\)
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AFRICANA
BOOKS

E.T. FUNNELL,
81 Manor Park
Avenue, Princes
Risborough, Bucking·
hamshire. England,
HP 27 9AR. Tele·
phone: 084 44 3165

Scarce and
Out·Of·Print
Books about East
and Central Africa.
Free Lists
Issued Quarterly,
Specific Titles
Searched For.

for the finest collection of

AFRICAN ART & CRAFTS
Visit

Craftsales Gallery

University Way , Shanzu Beach

P.O. Box74662 , , P.O. BoxB7458
Tel. 225695 . Tel. 485094
NAIROBI MOMBASA

KENYA KENYA

Wholesalers & Exporters of African
Crafts & Jewellery

\.4,?
REMOTE RIVER EXPEDITIONS

whitewater, wildlife
and wilderness in

TANZANIA, ETHIOPIA
& MADAGASCAR

Con lac I Conrad Hirsh,
PO Box 15135, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: [254 21 891331
Fox: 1254 21 891307

East Africa

for the discerning
tra vener .....
Custom designed safari tours for those
seeking something different without
foregoing the quality 01 experience. Kenya,
Uganda and Tanzania & other areas. Superb
wildlile in National Parks and Reserves, on

private ranches and in olfbeat areas: Iriendly
peoples and line scenery. Excellent lood and
accomodations in salari lodges and camps.
Photographic safaris by road and air:
ornithology, ballooning, mountain trekking,
camel walking, scuba diving, sea/lake
fishing and golf. The Masai Mara, Samburu

and Amboseli, Mts. Kenya and Kilimanjaro,
Ngorongoro Crater, the Serengeti, the vast
Selous, Zanzibar, the Ruwenzori range,
Murchison Falls and Q.E. Park. Research,

planning, operation, transport and costing lor
every size and type 01 party based on over 40

years African experience. Much personal
attention. Individual itineraries and our

'Kenya and Tanzania Regular Departure
Safaris' leaflet sent on request.

Contact:

Bruce Safaris.Ltd.
Bill Dixson, (Swara), P.O. Box 40662, Nairobi, K~NYA.
Fax: (254 2) 223647 Tel: (2542) 227311/339094.

Member: KATO. and American Society of Travel Agents.

FROM

BOOKINGS LIMITED
MAKE SAFARIS
IN KENYA EASY.

Because Bookings Limited fishing, camel safaris. A whole
offer the most comprehensive alphabet of services. And it's all
travel service in Kenya you can under one roof. Which means
sit back and relax, We'll do the you can get a faster, more
rest. reliable and efficient service.

Everything from air travel to For more information on the
zebras. We can organise it. best ways to travel and where to

Tours and safaris, car hire, stay in Kenya contact Bookings
hotel and lodge reservations, Limited.
aircraft charter, deep sea Ei.. Your A-Z travel service.

BDDl1lflGS UmlTED

New Stanley Hotel, Standard Street,
P.O. Box 56707, Telephone 225255, Nairobi. Telex 25345 Fax 216553.
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Myth of the
modem hunter

by Leslie S. Adler
Carvings from Africa, Fort Bragg, California, USA

What will the

hunters do for

thrills when all the

animals are gone?

Readers are invited to contribute to this column.

initial signs of old age. This thought is very
proper, as long as it happens to someone
else. Not ourselves. Old age is going to
happen to all of us , if we live long enough.
As soon as someone talks to an old male

predator (no female predators exist?), and
he says he would rather die quickly, then
lead his life to the fullest, and conveys this
message to me, then I will understand this
is the desire of the animal that we are so

quickly willing to kill
with a 'painless' bul­
let.

Animal functions

are quite simplistic.
They eat, mate ,
somehow survive

as best they can and
then die. Science has

explored every essence
of their physical being,
their habits etc., and

have reached somedynamic condusions. Some
are assumptions that have no validity. Yet
we consistently experiment with their
bodies and minds repeatedly. All mankind
benefits in some fashion from animal

experimentation. The abuse, however, is
fantastic. We give no quarter.

I do not really believe there is a genu­
ine answer regarding the hunt or not hunt
question. Unfortunately, as long as a per­
centage of the populace has no value for
life, aside from their own, this conflict will
exist to the very end of man's invasion of
this planet. I am truly saddened by the
fading of wildlife on Earth. If we cannot live
with each other in peace, how can we re­
spect any other form of existing life?

ers, then we might have some understanding
of what we are doing!

Why does the animal always have to
pay a price for our stupidity? We use them
because they are passive. The predators are
not passive and therefore present a threat to
our very existence once we invade their
territory.

If practicality must be discussed, let us
linger for a second on the death of almost
one half million Ameri-

cans every year due to
cardiac problems. One
of the main causes is im-

proper diet; an over-in­
dulgence ofanimal prod­
ucts. Let us speak of the
trophy hunter who only
kills the finest, healthi-
est animal of a kind, so
the eventuality is to
leave nothing but the
smallest and weakest to survive. Let us kill

gorillas for their hands to be used as ash
trays. Let us kill elephants for a carving that
could grace a shelf in our house. Let us kill
every animal for one reason or another, and
when all the animals are killed, we will have
enough room for all the high rise apart­
ments we need. Only one problem. What
will the hunters do for thrills when all the

animals are gone? Who do governments
blame when there is no tourist dollar be­

cause there are no animals to see or photo­
graph, only high rise apartments? Do you
think this is an extreme theory? Visit the
coast of Spain.

Imre Loefler must be very young, be­
cause all the people I speak to would rather
live to a ripe old age and not want their life
to end at the advent of the first pain, or the

IREAD WITH CONSIDERABLE CONCERN,
Imre Loefler's article, 'To Hunt or Not
Hunt', in Swara, Jan/Feb1993 issue. Is it

possible, since Swara seems to be a rather
democratic magazine, to voice another opin­
ion, not so much as to argue with Dr Loefler's
thoughts, but to present other ideas that invade
one's mind when the question of willing eutha­
nasia appears for the purpose of monetary
gain?

Is it an accepted fact that human beings
have the right to play God with the lives of
animals and to decide their fate, not primarily
for the benefit of the animal, but for the conve­
nience of man? Why is it always and in all
circumstances the animal that is the hunted

one? We live in a rapidly diminishing world
and, it is quite apparent, man will never live in
peace with his own kind. We have exploited
animals almost to extinction. Even their rate of

propagation cannot equal man's murderous
intent.

Hunt on foot? What nonsense! In the United

States, no decent 'sportsman hunter' would be
seen without beer, whiskey, enough food to
feed an entire African village, packed in a pick­
up truck, the cost of which an average working
African would not see in almost a lifetime.

I see little about government corruption
that any animal would be interested in. Per­
haps we should end governnent corruption
and leave the animal alone to fend for himself.

Why is it that if we cannot control it, we must
kill it?This is the motive ofthe hunter. With few

exceptions, no other consideration, more or
less, is involved. Over time some normal hunt­

ers realize they are murdering a life. Others
never come to this realisation and decorate

their walls with heads of once living and func­
tioning substances. If we could bala!lce this
unequal scene with the heads of trophy hunt-
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fAKING CASUAL W(;AR SbflOUSLY

TfNaA 1,NaA CLOTUINa LTD
r:UNII mAD INDusTelAL ARt:A:,Po.80X 43088 NA\ROBI, K~NYA -rU~P~ON~ 545114 /5,5412B2

r-AX:S41283

REMOVALS FREIGHT TOURS & TRAVEL LTD.

HEAD OFFICE

Continental House,
Harambee Avenue, 3rd Floor,

Opposite Parliament Building,
P.O. Box 22699, Nairobi, Kenya.
Tel: 330525,331994,222289,229300
Telex: 23247 RMOV AL KE
Fax: 254-2-334488

care!whopeoplethe

BRANCH
Mombasa

Bima Towers,
Digo Road,
P.O. Box 87920, Mombasa,
Tel: 314249/ 227469.
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FOOT SAFARIS, CAMEL TREKKING· MOUNTAIN BIKE SAFARIS

ADVENTURES IN AFRICA
Gametrackers safaris are designed for those in search of real adventure, who

enjoy the unpredictable and who want to get away from the
well travelled tourist tracks.

The open African plains where you can see forever, star filled night vistas,
animals in the wild and an expert safari cook - experience the real Africa.

t!Ga..~e"t:packe~&
Leaders in Camping and Lodge Safaris in Kenya
PO Box 62042 Nairobi Kenya
1st Floor, Kenya Cinema Plaza, Moi Avenue
Tel: 338927, 222703, 212830/1/2, Telex: 22258 Tracker, Fax: 330903

CANOE SAFARIS, MOUNTAINEERING SAFARIS, GORILLA SAFARIS
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A TOUCH OF COUNTRY
WITHIN THE CITY

Y{T IN 5 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

OUR ACCOMMODATION IS IN THE BEST

TRADITION OF A COUNTRY HOTEL

YET EQUIPPED WITH ALL MODERN FACILITIES
AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.

FAIRVIEW
~~~NTRY HOTELHOTEL -
IN TOWN

BISHOPS RD., P.O. BOX 40842, NAIROBI, KENYA. TEL: (254-2) 723211
.CABLES "FAIRVIEW", TLX: 25584 FAIRVIEW • FAX: (254-2) 721320




