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A PARAGRAPH in a Kenyan newspaper lived for a day Some are even saying "Why wait ?" . . . why not a glorious 
and died, like any other piece of insignificant news. It was free-for-all now, a sort of gluttonous Last Supper of 
a report of an incident in the north of the country where the animals. That way thc rcsource is at least shared 
policc seizcd ma truck-loads of game skins worth Shs. r .5 out evenly as meat for the people. 
million (about U.S. %1g3,m). Et seems 8,647 animals had 
been wipcd out either by poison or machine gun fire. Any yet, a few of us would argue the point in the manner 

of the three statuette monkcys, with a blind, deaf and 
A cones~ndenr reparrs a new and silent faith tha the animals will prosper, will sprout 

technique aronnd Tsav0 (West) National Park. What from charcoal stacks, and grass grow at the feet of happens is that poachers lay a trig wire in wooded areas goats and hillside farmers- 
which drops a large rock and poisoned spearhead onto 
the back of a passing This has the We idiot idealias believe that this will all happen when che 
driving the blade in nice and deeply, only [he poachers children come of age, They are part of a namal  cyclic 
are conserving poison, and the animal takes days to die- progess, you see, like rebirth after death, peace after 
painfully. war, and so an. They will be the men of the African 

~~~~h~~ writer is keeping an eye on an arcs where poachcrs Renaissance who will givc thc world the distincrive and 

and drought are eflectively ruining the National Park priceless of 
which sets Nairobi apart from any city in the world. 
An armed party was found camped close to the borders; Only perhaps the ~ ~ d r e n  need a little c d u a r i ~ n  and 
flrey said they were an anti-poaching patrol, but they encouragement now. The subject of Civics, (including 
were not in and there were no They the notion of C O ~ S ~ ~ V N ~ O I I  a5 a dvic responsibility) 
wcrc not sure how rhcy would effect an arrest, assuming might be included in the schools' syllabus, perhaps in 
poachers be obliging enough to walk into camp. exchange for French or English history. Another perhaps 
Several wildcheest carcasses were not concealed, and is that international and local conservation organisations 
were for food-they said. will cithcr stop arrogantly "doing their own thing," 

or doing nothing at all and co-opcratc on a grand scheme 
Three reports, then, which indicate (i) the scale; (ii) the fbr he cDnservntion education of childrcn. 

calEousncss; and (iii) the audacity of wildlife destruction 
in Kenya. Not t h a t  the situation is entirely different ~h~~~ are many possible for a co-ordinatcd 
elsewhere in East Africa: what's going Qn in Uganda ,o,,,,,,tion but just for the moment . . . . 
is anyone's guess; and Tanzania can't be roo satisfied with 
a situation where a gang of 42 riflemen invades a Narional Better to spend money on developing rhc Wildlifc Clubs for park, drives off the Ranger force, and slaughren at young people [ban on an overstas Ph,D, studcnt who 

In view of all this, rhere are pessimists among us who are wants to prove that ostriches bury their heads in sand 
writjng off wildlife outside the parks within ten years. because they can't bear to look a t  the erosion. 
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Our GE-powered DC-10-30 jet Rights from East Africa to Switzerland offer you widebody 
aircraft camfort, smoktng and no-smoking compartments, seat selection at  check-rn, film and 
music in-flight entertainment at a small extra charge, tradit~onally fine Swiss service and most of 
all true schedule convenience. Departing every Saturday night from Dar-es-Salaam, and then 
from Nalrobi, our DC-I0 jets fly-nonstop to Zurich, where they arrive during the uncrowded early 
Sunday morning hours at a modern and compact airport, from where you can reach just about 
any place in Switzerland within a few hours. If you prefer, sleep for a few hours in the airport or 
visit the duty free shop before taking a connecting flight in Europe or to North America, with 
same day arrivals at most major destinations on both continents. 
P.S, You can also enjoy Swissair DC-10 service in the Middle and Far East, aver the Narth and 
South Atlantic, to and from West Africa and elsewhere? 
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KENYA'S 
OUTDOOR CENTRE 

106 miles from Nairobi (tarmac) en route Samburu 
t a m e  Keserve. Full hoard accommodation in 

comi'nrtable cedar chalets. Also available 
self -service log cabins, climbers 

bunkhouses and attractive camp- 
site. Trips up M t .  Kenya and 

t he  A berdares 
can be arranged. 

For bookings and details write to: - 

THE MANAGER 
P.0.  Box 18 

NARO MORU 
Kenya 

Esse House, Mama Ngina Street, 
P.0. Box 40077, Phone: 2523 1 ,  
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DESERT Thehunchedcamelsofthenight 
follow the bright and silver 

waters oft  he moon ..h.SONG Themoidenof thenoonwi l l soan  
come star-gathering. 

4 Have you visited the Desert of North Eastern Pro- 
vince of Kenya? Have you visited Elephant Camp, 
the luxury Tented Camp on the Tana River? If not 

' you should consider it. 

Here you will find tranquillity and peace, the excite- 
ment and adventure of typical African night under 
canvas. 

Silent river trips, riverside walking safari, bird 
watching and for the thirsty the E l ~ p h a n t  and Uni- 
corn P u b  on the river bank plus superb meals. 
You must experience it; a completely 
different way of life in the desert; 
you will love it. 

r an all inclusive flying trip for two days at 9501- only :i 

or other oll inclusive safaris up to 18 days at 

AHAMED CAMPING SAFARIS 
P.O. Box 40254, Nairobi. Telephone 29467 L 



ROWLAND WARD'S 
P.0, BOX 40991. NAIROBI, KENYA, EAST AFRICA. 



TOOTHSOME STUDY 
Sir-In Africana Vol. 5 No. 9, 1975 
G. Slater asked two questions abut 
the situarion he saw, in which some 
lions (females & cubs) were at a 
buffalo calf kilI. In 1971-72 I was 
collecting field data for my thesis 
(concerning social behaviour of lion 
in Nairobi NP) during 13 months-in 
fact a very short time, so I do not 
regard myself as an expert, but 
here are my answers to those ques- 
tions: that broken canine d m  not 
handicap the female, if it heals all 
right, so she will not get fatal inflam- 
mation. She still has lots of teeth 
for a good grip (teeth of lion: . . 

3 3 I = 30). ~t that time G. 
7 1 2 1  

 later saw her, the tooth was evidently 
very sore and for a while eating was 
painful, but I have seen even bad 
injuries of Iions heal surprisingly 
fast, so I think, soon enough the female 
will be back to normal-though one 
tooth short. 

Then about the missing malei 
it is not rare at all that there are 
prides with only females, juveniles 
and cubs in them. During my study 
in NNP there were four prides 
consisting of females, juveniles and 
cubs only. In 1971 there were 3 adult 
males in the Park (forming one pride) 
and later on one of them left, so 
finally there were only two adult 
males, who associated with the 
females of every other pride and 
very probabIy fathered aIl the cubs 
in the Park. So at that buffalo kill 
there was not necessarily a male 
(or males) around; the pride could 
be like those mentioned above. 

Heikki Makinen, 
Mnna Canthinkatu 3 A I, 

00250 Helsinki 25, 
Finland. 

PAYING GAME? 

Sir-How reassuring it must be for 
"Africans" readers to learn that: In 
Tanzania . . . the only ivory available 
to China (for payment of the Tanzania 
railway) is the produce of no more than 
r o , m  elephants annually shot on 
control". 

Let us examine the Tanzania 
elephant control issue. Previous 
authorities such as Kinloch spoke of an 
annual control figure of about 3,000 
elephants--so why the sudden jump to 
IO,OOO? The most likely answer is 
hard cash. The ivory produced by the 
extra 7,- elephants can be valued 
ar approximately U. S. %5,0ca,000. 
Therefore one must conclude that 

Tanzania quite possibly is in part 
paying for the railway in ivory. 
A ten year kill of ~oo,om elephants 
equalling U.S. $50 million should at  
least take care of a big chunk of the bill. 

The above should not be construed 
as a criticism of the Tanzania govern- 
ment. Indeed, if Tanzania has an 
elephant population in excess of 
200,ooo and if poaching is not a 
major threat, the present control 
figure may represent a reasonable 
utilisation of valuable natural resource. 

J. M. Cheffifigs, 
Nairobi, 

COMMON SIGHT 
Sir-E noted the letter of Mr. Paul 
E. Vawter, Jr. in the January issue 
concerning sighting dik dik feeding 
in the upright position on hind legs 

as do the gerenuk. I made a direct 
answer to Mr. Vawter and thought 
someone else might like to have 
my own information on the occurran=. 

I f rs t  saw the dik dik browsing 
like thegerenuk while standing upright, 
in July 1973 when a few miles below 
Cottar's Camp, Tsavo East, on the 
east side of the Athi River. It held 
position for about a full minute and I 
obtained a very good photo. That 
evening back at camp I was told that 
people had heard of the dik dik feed- 
ing in this manner but it had rarely 
been seen. In January this year I was 
at Samburu and twice saw the same 
thing but was unable to get a picture. 
So out of four rather lengthy safaris 
I have seen the sight thsec times. 

W. D. Owsley, 
Oklahoma. 

FOR WORK-HORSE, READ ZEBRA. . . 
-4-qa % 7  " - > * - ? - -  " > "  

Sir-Zebra are for all practical purposes untamable bm for those who don't 
mind going to the trouble, and, of course, having the time it can be a novel and 
worthwhile project. 

Time, patience, and repetition are the prime ingredients. All the trainers 
agree that zebras, Iike donkeys dislike pain and punishment. They respond to 
kindness and when they lose their fear will do what their trainers want: them 
to do. 

We hope more people will become interested in the wild equinez both 
Asian and African. Their long term survival depends upon it, Although they 
are more expensive and harder to train than domestic horses they are colourfu1 
and make good exhibition animaIs, they are also more disease resistant. Zebras 
definitely look better in their natural surroundings and I hope that will never 
change, but they can wear a harness and put their shouIders to the collar-if 
the worse comes to the worse. 

Dick Johns, 
Tarpon Springs, Florida. 



BUFFALO BAFFLER 

Sir-T m e  upon this scene in the 
Mara Game Reserve recently, at 
one of the Talek ]River Campites, 
not far from the Mara River. There 
were 125 drowned buffalo, all young. 
Not an adult among them, but the 
banks showed wherc the r a t  of the 
herd had passed. Some hundreds of 
vultures were sitting silently on the 
banks but apart from superficial 
damage the carcasses were undamaged. 
Mcrciy swollen and stiff. Were the 
vultures waiting for hyenas to open the 
carcasses up? Yet the hyenas must 
have been aware of them, from the 
stench and the vulrures. Perhaps 
they do not tackle carrion in water? 
There were two dead young above the 
banks which had been eaten, perhaps 
dragged from the stream, or taken 
as the herd passed (through they 
were on rhe side after the crassing). 
How many more may have been 
swept from thc scene by the waters 
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onedoes not know. 

R. M. Tompkias 
Nairobi. 

WORLDWIDE 
PROTECTION NEEDED 

Sir--I kcame a life member of rhe 
East African Wild Life Socicty princi- 
pally to support the conservation of 
wildlife. Such an attitude is of course 
not restricted towards wildlife ,in East 
Africa but to anywhere on the globe. 

I regret that apart from Africa there 
exist only a few spots where wildlife is 
protected on a global scale so that its 
continued thriving is assured. 

After my remark on the missing 
tigers in South-East Asia I received a 
number of letters assuring me of the 
existence of tigcrs at severaI spots. 
I know that many magnificent and 
competent people strivc to preservc 
wildlife in these countries as well-but 
is there any risk of not seeing lions or 
even a leopard on a longer safari in 
Africa ? 

That is the point-South-east Asia 
would also need global reserves 
comparable ro the Serengeti in size. 
Tn principle it may not yet be too late 
to create them. The idea may seem 
mazy in overpopulated countries, but 
Africa has proved that it is possible 
and can even be lucrative. 

South-east Asia, where wildlife is 
equally magnificent could then collect 
a comparable share of  rourists, not 
only from America and Europe wherc 
distance is a certain handicap, but 
even from Japan and Australia. 

COMMOfU-BUT RARELY SEEN 

Sir-Ever since my uncle gave me a camera, and I joined my school photographic 
club, I have been trying to make an album of our country's wildlife. I have got 
quite a large collection already. But there are some animals I just do not seem 
to find such as porcupine, ardwolf, ardvaark, bongo and pangolin. I would 
really like to see these animals. W h y  I write its fhar my uncle took me to the 
Serena l ~ d g  at Amboseli where the Manager has encouraged some Honey 
Badgers [Ratel) 10 visit the Lodge each evening. Like the other animals I 
would like to photogsaph they are quite common but very rarely seen. Enclosed 
is my picture. 

Jonas M'dugu, 
Nairobi. 

Jan Sturk, 
Stockholm. 



BY D. K. JONES 

IT IS SO easy to just say that Kllimanjaro is 
the highest mountain in Africa that the reality 
of the statement is concealed. 

STANDING on the rim of the crater in the first hour after 
dawn the sight astonishes the mind. A cloud sea rolls away 
to the east lapping over the jagged p k  of Mawemi, itself 
higher than Mont Blanc but reduced almost ta insignificance 
by the extra 2,500 feet of Kibo. 

To find ano&er peak within 2,000 feet of Kilimanjaro's 
snowy summit would need a journey 4,000 miles to the 
Himalayas and there is probably no other mountain in the 
world which so totally dominates the landscape around it. 
seen from the plains of Amboseli or across the beautiful 
Momella Lakes in the Arusha Park the glistening snow dome 
hangs so high among the clouds as to be almost unbelievable; 
its majestic vision commands attention and you look again 
and again, untit finally accepting that this must indeed be 
one of the great sights of the world. 

After the first ascent in a887 the volumc of visitors to the 
mountain has been steadily increasing until now several 
hundred a week tramp up the moorlands hopeful of reachinn 

Suprisingly few are mountaineers for Kilimanjaro offers 
only a glacrer or two to serious cIimbers who will find more 
ro intercst them on neighbouring Mawenxi, or on Mount 
Kenya. But as a mountain walk IGIimanjaro is suprcme, 
offering spacious, isolated beauty to anyone with a good pair 
of legs. 

Ry r976 there will be an enormous improvement in the 
faciIities offered to those who wish to walk up the mountain. 
Thc old established huts have been useful, but far from 
ideal. Future visitors wilk he able to use new huts with a 
much higher standard of comfort. 

The usual way ro climb KIlirnanjaro takes five days for 
the round trip, four nights bcing spent on the mountain. 
The Norwegian Government have generously made funds 
available to the Tanzania National Parks and a ch in  of 
new huts are now nearing campletion. 

The whole of Kjlimanjzuo above the upper tree limit was 
gazetted as National Park in 1973. The Park includes dx 
"corridors" of forest so that samples of the original montane 
forest belt will be preserved. Access to the Park is through 
the Marangu corridor where there is a new and excellent 
5 km road to the Park entrance. Here are now staff houses 
and three large A framed timber buildings which will house 
thc Park Headquarters, ticket office, shop (where it is hoped 
to hire out climbing equipmcnt) and later on perhaps Youth 

- .  - 
Africa's mown. Turn to page 13 



Came to sunny Zambia. 
' . . you can fly To sunny Zambia with 
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to a brand new world. 
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From pwe I I  @yB 
Hostel type accommodation. Set in the trees on the edge of #/A 
the forest the uncluttered line of these new builhngs makes 
an impressive entrance to the Mountain Park. VA.d 

T11e new buildings at Mandara Hut are also completed 
and offer much more accommodation than the old hut. At a 
height of 1,750 metres, just a t  top edge of the forest, the 
new accammodation consists of a large A frame communal 
building with a series of outlying dormitory huts using the 
same basic shape. There are also toiIet and shower facilities- 
a wclcomc change from the previous lack of these amenities. +- 

The new huts offer a total of 6t beds at Mandara-a bie " 
improvement for the steadily in&asing numbers of visitors. 

Later in 1976 similar buildings will be completed at 
Horomh Hut (3,720 rnenes) where there will bc go beds 
in two communal buildings and ro dormitory huts. These 
are scheduled to be completed in February and will be 
followed in June by five dormitory huts at Kibo which 
will offer 40 bed?. 

Training a group of Park Rangers for high altitude work is 
a first prioriry which will pose difficulties; many of the 
National Parks personnel are used to the very different 
climate of Sermgcti and ocher low altitude parks, Lndecd one 
problem must bc that experience acquired in other Parks 
will be largely irrelevant on Kilirnanjaro and there must be 
a very strong case for a team of  Rangers who are trained 
specifically for the mountain and are not 5 0  freely transferable 
to other parks as i s  the normal practise. 

Although ncither climbing accidents nor pulmonary oederna 
are as freequent on Kil~rnanjaro as they are on Mount Kenya 
it is srill desirable to have a Team of Rangers compctcnt in 
rescue techniques and it is probably only a matter of time 
until the National Parks authorities have to deal with a 
serious accident on Mawenzi. 

At present Guides and Porters are employed by the 
Marangu and ICibo Hotels and by the Y.M.C.A. in Arusha 
who issue their own cards to the Guides and Porters they 
employ. This will gradually be taken over by the Parks 
authorities who will probably be in complete control in 

Above: The roof of Africa and an early 
morning view from the summit. 
Inset: One of the new timber lodges 
at the main entrance of Kilirnanjaro 
Nationar Park, Marangu. 

two years time. Certainly some form of control is necessary> 
not only for the sake of the tourists but also for the Porters 
themselves. Until rmnt ly  it was not uncommon for a 
Porter to take his own 'porter' with him-often a young boy 
of 12 or 13 years-who was expected to carry firewood up to 
5,000 metres without protective clothing. Fortunately these 
young lads are no longer allowed on the  mountain and the 
minimum age for a Porter is now 19 years. 

Bur: howcver good the new huts and seniccs it is the 
mountain itself which will continue to attract visitors. 
The long trek up the moorlands with their giant Groundsels, 
heaths, heathers and LobeIias interspersed with myriads 
of flowers; the high alpinc desert on the saddle; and thc 
summit snows contain three separate worlds, each with its 
own kind of beauty and sharing a sweeping spaciousness not 
found in more complex mountain ranges. 

Sadly so many of those who rcach Gillman's Paint on the 
rim of thc calera descend without trying for Uhuru Peak 
or the Ash Pit in the centre of the crater. It is a good plan 
to have a long rest on Gillman's Point before going down 









the sale or exportation of these products. Some cauntries 
have adopted export licensing systems to control or halt 
the commercial exploitation of their wildlife. In other 
nations, permits hay  be required to exporr hides, skins, or 
products made from locally endangered or protected wildlife. 
These items are imported by three genera1 groups: 

tourists, commercial importers, and criminal violators. 
Criminal violators have by far the greatest impact on rhe 
resnrce and use elaborate schemes to conceal their activities, 
including mislabeled shipping containers, forged export 
permits, bribery, and illicit financial transactions. 

As the demand and commerce in protected wildlife has 
increased, special agents of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service have intensified their investigations in this countv 
and, in cooperation with foreign officials, in other countries. 
As a result, a number of significant violations have been 
uncovered and a staggering amount of restricted wildlife 
items has been confiscated. Over r,ooo investigations have 
been initiated as a result of illegal importations of endangered 
species. 

More than haIf of the contraband seized by Federa1 
agents comes from Africa. African animals, because o f  their 
beauty and value, are highly sought after for the wildlife 
products trade. However, it should also be nored that many 
animals sold as products in Africa are not nacive to that 
continent. Items made of kangaroo leather and tiger skin, 
for example, are also imported for manufacture or salc. 
Endangered species products are not the only wildlife 

items illegally imporred from Africa. The Act prohibtts 
the importation of any wildlife-live, dead, or manufactured 
products-which were taken in violation of another country's 

laws. This occurs quite often in Afrim and South Amcrim. 
Animals ar products which are prohibited to be expartad 
from one country are frequently smuggled a r m s  the 
border to a neighbuoring wunap where their sale or export 
is not restricted. 

As a result, we are now beginning to alert people so the 
plight of endangered species and the laws protecting them. 
If Amm~ans stop buying these irems, the market will 
shrink dramatically. 
The aim is to relieve the pressures on wild animal popula- 

latiom by taking the profit out of killing endangered species 
around rhe world. TlIegal M c  in wiIdlife products is 
bringing intoIcrable pressures on some animal species 
such as the cheetah, the hawksbill sca turtle, and the jaguar, 
among others. 

There has b m  strong legislation euaated in recent years 
to protect the world's anirnaI populations. 

Rut most Amrricans are unaware of the many laws and 
reguIarions on this subject. Many welI-meaning citizens 
travelling abroad innocently buy souvenirs which are legally 
purchased, but illegal to bring home. 

Balanced use of the world's natural resources-whethcr 
they bc oil, or coal, or wildlife-- creare a better quality 
of life for humankind. We all recognize how energy resources 
affect: our daily lives. What we may not fully appreciate is 
how wildlife, too, is a partner, though usually a silent one, 
in shaping our life style. For wildlife servcs as an early- 
warning sysrem for environmental defence. By cmuring the 
survival of wild meaturcs, we take a long step toward ensuring 
a livable world for ourselves. 

Some of the most beautiful and interesting souvenirs 
that are for sale to travellers are made from the furs, 
hides, shells, feathers, teeth, and flesh of animals 
threatened with extinction. Although such souvenirs 
can be bought legally in many foreign countries, 
Federal law makes it illegal to import them into the 
United States which has pledged its support for the 
conservation of threatened and endangered animals 
worldwide. 

Should you consider purchasing a wildlife product 
during your travels, first make sure that you can legally 
bring it home. And don't be fooled by the argument 
that the "animal is already dead so it makes no difference 
if you buy a product made from it." If you should 
purchase items made from protected animals, you, 
the consumer, would be adding to the demand far these 
products and supporting the market for which more 
animals wil l be killed. 

Federal law prohibits the importation of the following : 
Whale shells, and "tortoise shell" jewellery made from 
the shells of endangered species. 

Rugs, pelts, hunting trophies, and a wide variety 
of manufactured articles made from the skins and/or 
fur of several "spotted cats"' such as cheetah, margay 
ocelot, ieopard, tiger, and others. Manufactured 
articles include handbags, compacts, coats, wallets, 
and key cases. 

Whale teeth decorated with cawings (scrimshaw) 
or made into figurines (netsuke), curios, pendants, 
or other jewellery. 

Crocodile, alligator, and sea turtle, leather shoes, 
handbags, belts, wallets, luggage, and other products. 



The hterwtimal Hotel 
in the heart of Nahbi. 
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Forrrairs in rhe Wild hy Cynrhia Mass 
pblished by Hmrghron Miffin 

A FASCTNATION with elephants broughr American-born 
Cynrhia Moss to Africa eight ycars ago. 

Elephants beame the focus of hcr life, her vocation, 
her quest. She knows, individually, more than 4m elephants. 
And elephants were thc catalyst for an enthralling new 
book, Porrraits in the Wild, whifh skilfully summarises 
new scientific information on more than a dozen African 
animals as well as the elephants that bcguile her so. 

There are numerous handsomely produced books with 
spectacular colour pho topphs  of East Africa'> wildlife 
which tell little about thc animaIs' ecology and behaviour. 
Thcrc have been many dry and closely scienLific 
studits but these, often, are relegated to obscure technical 
journals. Cynthja Moss has deftly intertwined thc twa 
worlds in her own absorbing and lmpressivc book. 

Reporting scientific results ,in emincntly digestible 
form as well as achieving total accuracy was a major challenge. 
''I cnjoycd the research," comments Cynthia, "but she 
writing was agony. Every sentence has at least one fact in 
:* 3,  
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"I fell in love with Africa immediately as so many people 
do,'\he says. During that visit Cynthia m a  lain Douglas- 
Hamilton in the Lake Manpara National Park. He was 
already working on his now famous elephant study and 
offered Cynrhia a job as research assistant. Cynthia worked 
for Douglas-Hamilton for neatly a year. During that cimc 
she learned to recognise most of the 450 elephants living at 
Manyara, the organisation of the many family units and 
the bonds between cow elephants and calvcs. She helped to 
produce a 'recognition file' ef the old bulls-and, s~rnulta- 
neously, on the park's sixty-odd firaffe population. 

Every chaptcr waq approved by the scientist concerned 
with that particular animal study-giraffe, baboon, hyena, 
and all the others. Some chapters went to as many as six 
scientists, and the entire, completed manuwipt was appro- 
ved by two East African wildlife scientists. 

She has worked Tor Sue and Tony Harthoorn, two 
veterinarians widely known for thcir wildlife work. While 
with them, she was a5ked to provide background mmrch  
for a film about clcphants. Her long and comprehensive 

report provided thc body of information for Cinema Center 
FiEms' "The African Eicphant'", memorably photographed 
by Simon Trevor. 

Such dose and prolonged study of elephant-and the 
knowledge of other animals she acquired for Porrsaits in rhe 
IVild-only confirm Cynthia in her conviction that thorough 
knowledge of any animal, makes it much more interesting. 
In her hook Cynthia was eagcr to convey that her studies 
concern animals being watched rclasively undisturbed 
and accounts of how species relate to thcir cnviranmcnt 
and to each other. 

Marion Kaplan 

NEW RODENT REFERENCE 

The Rodents of Uganda, M. J. Delany, MSc., DSc. 
Adhlislled h y  rke Brirish Museum (Nart~ral History) 

BY VIRTUE of their abundance and adaptability the 
rodents comprise one of thc most important groups of 
mammaIs in East Afrim, though they are less widely known 
than the more spxtacuIar largc mammals. Ecw countrim 
the size of Uganda havc as rich and divcrst a rodent fauna. 

Dr. Delanv's work is very largely based upon the collec- 
t i on~  of the British Museum (Natural I-Iistory), and includes 
much hitherto unpublished information from zhs and other 
sourccs. It  includes a comprehens~ve, crittcal but concise 
compilation of data on all 7X specits of Uganda rodents, 
with keys for identification a5 well as data on distribution, 
ecology and reproduction. Plates, maps and d n w i n ~  
from authoritative yources much enhance the work. 

Owing to its geographical location, Uganda includes an 
exceptional vasicty of species which have affinities with the 
fauna of both Wrest and East Africa. This volume wiil 
therefore bc uscful for the identification of mdenrs not only 
in Uganda but a150 in adjacent territories. It i s  reIevant to 
research workers and students of ecology, agriculture, 
medicine and veterinary science, and to amateur naturalists. 
It will also be a valuable reference sourcc for taxonomists 
and zoogeopphers. 

Elaine Mwangu 
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THE 
SOCIETY'S 
NOTES 
Cornptled by 
Ted N w r i  sol 
The East Afrrcan 
W ~ l d  Life Soctely 

By PETER L. BRTTTON 

THE PREVIOUSLY extensive 
coaqtal rain forests of Kenya and 
Tanzania have now been virtually 
destroyed by cultivators and develo- 
pers. As a result of these depredations 
the Arabuko-Sokoke Forest in the 
ICilifi Disrrict of Kenya occupies a 
special place as East Africa"s only 
surviving area of lowland forest of 
any appreciable size ( 3 h  sq. km, 
140 sq. miles). 

The imporwncc of this area has 
k n  recognised for many years, and 
rhe Arabuko-Sokoke Crown Forest 
Reserve was gazetted sufficiently early 
so as to encompass much of the  
Cynome~a-Manilkam forest as well 
as subsrantiaP areas of other forest 
types on sandy soils at lowcr eleva- 
tions. As with other forests, its 
importance was probably gauged in 
terms ofits contribution to thestability 
of i t s  own and neighbouring environ- 
ments, as well as representing one of 
Kenya's tangible and irreplaceable 
natural resources. In  view of the 
rclatively high degree of endemicity 
exhibited by i ts flora and fauna many 
scientists and naturalists feel now that  
its continued sunrival is at least as 
important as that .of other forests 
in Kenya, despite the evident rain 
catchment importance of the highland 
forests. 

Alarm has been expressed a t  the 
destruction of this and other forests in 

recent years, which continues 
unabated in many areas. Attention was 
specifically focused on this forest as a 
result of the Forestry Department 
replacing h e  indigenous forest with 
plantations of exotic trees along the 
Mombasa-Malindi road during the 
past five years, expecially in the 
vicinity of the newly created Mida 
Forest Station. More recently a 
narrow strip of indigenous forest 
has been left alongside the road; 
a policy which some concerned 
naturalists have interpreted as a 
purposeful effort to hide further 
plantations from public vjcw. 

A report on the status of en- 
dangered bird species, prepared by 
Leslie Brown and the members of the 
Bird Working Group of the Scien~ific 
add Technical Committee of the 
Society, has demonstrated that the 
Arabuko-Sokoke Forest and the 
isolated highland forests of the 
Ulugurus and Usambaras of Tanzania 
are the most important habitats in 
East Africa in terms of potential 
extinctions of bird species by habitat 
destruction. The Habitat Working 
Group has also given priority to this 
forest area and is anxious to know the 
extent of the replacement of 
indigenow f o m t  by exotic trees. 
Thus the Arabuko- Sokoke Forest 
project arises directly from the 
concern and work of these p u p s ,  and 
is the first Society sponswcd project 

to do so, It has two aims: to assess the 
present &snibudon (and destruction) 
of the forest habitats themselves; 
and thc quanritative estimation of the 
numbers and habitats of the four most 
thrmtened species of birds. 

It is pleasing to be able to report 
that the forest reserve boundaries 
are respected by those villagers living 
nearby so that there has been no 
unauthorised clearing or burning 
(confirmed from the air). The Forestry 
Department continues to clear 
indigenous forest, but the total area 
involved is still very small, being 
only about thrm per cent of the forest 
reserve; mainly in the vicinity of 
thc forcst statiom at Mida and Jilorc 
with smaller areas a t  the Sokoke and 
Arabuko forest outposts. This planting 
programme may be accelerated at any 
time of course, so that there IS no 
room for complacency, and it would 
be desirable for the Forestry Depart- 
mem to make its  plan^ public. I t  
would be far preferable to replace 
unproductive scrub habitats with 
exotic trees so as to increase the 
total area undcr forest, rather than 
replacing forcst with mferior forest. 

Selective cutting of saplings and 
small trees for the building industry 
conbnues throughout the forest 
reserve except in the small nature 
reserve between Mida and Jilore. 
The resulting lack of regeneration 
will have serious consequences in 



the long term. The Iarge sale cutting 
of Bracb1aenn kurdn'mrl [Muhuhu), 
greatly acceImted in recent years ta 
cope with the demand for Akamba 
carvings, is also a swious problem. 

The majority (220 sq. h) of the 
formt m a v e  is a h v e  rhe 6 m ~  
contour on Magarini sand soils, which 
are exnwnely infertile dark red 
loamy sands. Rainfall is b ~ o o  an 
per annum and supports evergreen 
drg forest (Cpmnerra-MmiIkmo] 
dominated by C y n m s r a  wehberi. 
Therc is a rainfall clinc fmm south 
to north, with a sharp  iti ion from 
rich forest over E5;m in height to 
impoverished thicket, qm or lower. 

Below the 6m-n contour soils are 
whitish infemIe sands. Areas with 
rainfall over rm rrm p.a. support 
lowland rain form (SE~T~U/~U- 
Chlorophm/Mem ylon). Thc small 
area (20 sq. km) remaining under this 
habitat i s  close to Mida Forest 
Station in the south-east and continues 
TO he systematically destroyed. Areas 
receiving lower rain fall ( 6 r m  rm 
p-a.) arc occupied by lowland w d l a n d  
(70 sq. km) and forest (50 sq. h). 
Open, park-like Rrachy~tegi~ +c17mi 
woodland, wirb trees up to IR rn 
high, occupies loose, buff-white, 
medium to coarse sands; w h m 5  more 
compact, grey-buff, and probably 
saline soils are dominated by  Isoberlinia 
(Jt~li~ernardia) mapnistipuIara, form~ng 
low forest and thicket, mainly tower 
than 12 rn. 

Thus the Arabiko-Sokoke Forest 
comprises a number of distinct: forest 
habitats, of a diversity seldom encoun- 
tered in such a small area. I t  is 
desirable that a substantial part of 
the present forest reserve be afforded 
somc permanent protected sranrs, 
and that  all types of habitat bc 
included. It is also important to know 
which of these habitats is essential for 
the survival of each of the endangered 
hird species, for such foiest birds 
are known to be notoriously unadap- 
tablc in rcsponse to habitat changes. 

Throughout the forest reserve the 
bird communities are very specialized 
and not at abl diverse. For example in 
four days of intemive ativity in each 
h h i  tat are recorded only (24 passmincs) 
in Cynornetra-Manilkam forest and @ 

species (25 passerines) in Isabmlima 
forest. The totals are remarkably con- 
sistent, as are aptwe rates per net 
hour, but the species composition is 
sippficantlp drfferent in the two 
habitats. Though comparatively few 
s p e c i ~  are to be encountered in the 
Arabuko-Sokoke Eomt, a number of 
them are very interesting, being local, 
spcialized and little known. The  four 

most threatened species are the 
Sokoke Scops Owl Orris irmae, 
Sokoke Pipit Aarhrcs sokukenris, 
Clarke's Weaver P l o w  goladi and 
Amani Sun bird Anrhrepters pallidi- 
gastm. 

The Sokoke Scops Owl occurs in 
dl but the most impoverished 
Cynornetra-Mmilkara forest but does 
not occur elsewhm. The total popula- 
tion within the f a t  reserve is 
1300-1500 pain. It ha3 been possible 
to estimate the population of this 
hardly known species by plotting 
calling birds in a number of study 
areas; and by gathering data w 
a l h g  birds, both positive and 
negative, in the forest generally. 
This has involved a graf deal of 
e~ploratory work and mapping of 
forest tracks in daylight, as well as 
rhe gathering of data a t  night. 

There has been little time ta date 
to smdy the diurnal sped= adcguatcly 
and I am not yet in a positian to 
estimate populations of these species. 
Clarke's Weaver wanders a great 
deal, often in flocks, but E have 
failed to find it nesting and it remains 
a mystery. It is catholic in ia choice of 
habitat. The Sokoke Pipit is an 
elusive specles which occurs in all 
habitats apart from the most impover- 
ishd Cynornm-Manilkata forest and 
the most open Brachysregio woodland, 
both habitats being low rainfall areas 
in the nod-west. I have not attempted 
ro estimate its density and numberr. 
The Amani Sunbird is confined to 
Brachysregia woodland though it is 
probably absent from the mast open 
type in the north-west. This should 
nor prove a difficult species to census 
over the next year since it occurs in 
open, easily worked country. 

APPRECIATION 

TO OUTGOING 

Professor D. S. Kettle, has tendered 
his resignation to act as a Trustee 
of the Smiery but still remains a 
Life Member. 

We are exaemely grateful to Prof. 
Kettle for dl he has done for the 
Society over the long association he 
has had with it. Thc only reason he 
has made this decision is due to the 
fact shat distance prevents him from 
mrrying out his mle effectively. 

CHEETAH RESEARCH : 
PROGRESS REPORT 

FIELDWORR is progressing we11 
with the aid of a new Toyota h d  
Cruiser provided by the East African 
Wildlife Society. 

The c h d  nxogmition fde now 
contains dam on go individuals, 
compared to 25 when we began n year 
ago. The known lrfe historia of two 
cheetahs cover more than eight years, 
or four generations. And for several 
others, life history data cover six to 
seven years. The file is still growing 
steaddy, indicating that far more 
cheetahs use the Semnera area than 
anyone had suspected. 

f i l e  cheemhs born and raised 
around the Seronera Rver area appear 
to disperse. All the f d c s  raised 
in six liners have been seen regularly 
since leaving their mother, but none 
of the males have been seen after 
attaining adulthood. However, there 
are other mature maIes whch we do 
see regularly, which l a d s  us to 
believe that males are not in general 
more secretive than females, and if 
those young males wwe in the area 
we would see them. In one lines two 
young males, who have not been seen 
near Seronera since 1971 when they 
separated from their rnothcr, were 
sighted on the short grass plains at 
thc Go1 Kopjes (about 40 kilometres 
southeast of Seronera) this past rainy 
season. 

In September a cheetah which we 
h o w  as Malaib had three cubs at 
the Maasa~ Kopjes, along the Seronera 
River. She chose to have the cubs 
in an area of abundant gazelle. 
During their first two weeks of life 
the cubs were moved several times, 
covering an area of roughly one 
square liilomwe. The mother was able 
to find sficient prey for herself 
without leaving an area of about 
10 square klometres. 

We are continually refining our 
criteria for estimating the age of wild 
cheetahs in the field. With the aid 
of photographs and written descrip- 
tions of known-age cheetahs, we will 
soon be able to fairly accurately 
estimate the ages of litters and even 
adults. This is an important step in 
studying the dynamics of the 
population. 

Cheetah cub m o d i t y  appears to 
be about 65-70 percmf, most of this 
occurring during the first three months 
of life. Entire litters tend to be lost; 
this is particularly m e  with inexperi- 
enced mothers. The main causes of 
cub mortality may be predation and 
exposure. 



Data collected duxing the past p r  
are now being analyzed. These include 
movements, spa<cing, marlung, 
activities, survival In each age class, 
and pro babIc causes of mom1 i ty. 

A pack of eight wild dogs, the 
Seronera Pack, t * ~ s  observed at a den 
in July. There were three pups, 
about four weeks old, when we found 
thcrn. Their den was in the grasslands, 
about 10 kilometres southeast of the 
Seronera Rivcr. Because conditions 
were dry and prey scarce, the dogs 
had to travel a round trip of about 20 

to 30 kilometres each day to hunt. 
Some days the mother stayed with 
the pups st  the den, but thc returning 
dogs did not seem ro feed her adcqua- 
tely. On other days she accompanied 
thc pack, and left the pups alone in 
the den. Her milk seemed to be 
drying up, and the pups Iooked 
undernourished. Veq suddenly the 
pack disappeared from thc area 
altogether, and in September t l ~ e y  
wcrc seen again, minus the pups, 
which had apparentIy dicd. 
The Southeast Pack, in which we 

have two operating radio-collars, was 
relocated several rimes on the short 
grass plains within four miles of each 
side of Naabi Hill. The radio-collars 
are on each of two subgroups within 
the pack: One group consists of 
three mature males and four subadults 
from the former Genghis Pack, and 
the other p u p  consists of three 
young adult females which emigrated 
from the Semetu Pack last gear and 
joined these rnals. 
The OIobaiye Pack, which had 12 

pups born in December 1974, had 
only g pups left by the end of April, 
and 7 by the end of May. AIso by 
May the breeding female and one of 
the addt males had disappeared. 

From our limited data a pattern 
is emerging in which one or orvcral 
young adult females, probabIy sibling, 
leave the pack of their birth and ioin a 
new pack of adult males. Sometimes 
the pack of males includes large pups, 
but in none of five instances was there 
an adult female in sbe pack ar the 
time. Very soon one of these new 
females produm pups. Then within 
one or PWO years, the sibling of this 
female begin leaving the pack unril 
only one hreeding female remains. 

We wish to discover the direct 
causw of female migration from 
packs, and are especially interested in 
the fate of the females which leave. 
Also we hope to discover whether 
new pack members have a signifimnt 
effect on the range of the pack. 

George W. Frame 
Lory Herbisoa F m e  

The Socle? tur made a -1'oyota land crulser :~vailahlc f(nr thc use of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frame in their studv of cheetah and wild dog in rhc Serengeti 
NatEonal Park. 

Dr. Tumaini Mcharo, Director of the Serengeti Research Institute, 
is handing over the Keys to George Frame while Loty Nerbison Fmme 
looks on. 

The antenna attached to the front of tahc vehicle is a 3-element "yagi 
antenna" for ndio mcking hunting dogs and chmtah. G e o r ~  Fsame informs 
us this vehicle has made a rremendous difference in their ability to accornplis h 
fieldwork. 

THE SOCIETY'S August Hying was mainly of a routine 
AlRCRAFT nature for rhe T.R.P. with some 
THE FLYING hours for the last a ~ ~ i ~ t a n c c  to che Park Warden, mostly 
thrcc months showed a fairly anti-poaching- 
suhsmtial increase over the first More d - p o a c h g  was 
quarters of h e  ~ a r - ~ a r t i c u l s l ~  also givm during the month, made 
during August and Septmbm %'hen more necessary by the Eqct &at the 
the monthly atrerage was just over Warden" aircraft was out of action 
75 hours. The totat for the period Was from mid-month on a Check 111. 
188 hours 20 minutes. Two short trips wcre made to the 

The July total was much less than Coast in Septemh-one to Shimba 
the other two months at under 40 Hills with Dr. Lcuthold where 
hours, but this was mainly due to opportunity was also 'takcn to ffp X s s  
the aircraft bbig  wt of ~ervice for Ranka Scculic on a sable count. 
two weeks during the month under- The other coast flight was to Kilili, 
going it's annual C of A renewal. where Mr. Pctcr Brimon, who is 
As expected no  problem^ arose at this doing a bird study in the area, was 
renewal. Much of the flying in July flown over the Sokoke Forest to 
was away from Tssvo-a final Turtle get an up to date idea o f  the overall 
Survey was carried out with Dr. Jack extent of the forest and recent changes 
Fraizcr, mainly concentm~ng on the which have mkcn place, all of which 
north coast although fuel supply can be seen quickly and easily from 
arrangements fell through which the air. 
~ m ~ n l e d  m y  flying n o d l  me airmff mndnued perform 
Island. satisfactorily during the quarter with 

More flying was done with Simon no more than the mid minor snag. 
Trevor m July in connection with his The Check IIT mentioned in the last 
film on the Forests- of East Africa- report is now due in about 70 hours 
This time filming was carried out time--which mn be expected to be in 
over the Mau, Kakamega, and North early, or mid-November. This check, 
Nandi forests. which is required evcry three years, 

In August another Flamingo Survey or 1,600 hours, whichever comes 
was flown with Chris Tuite, this time first is likely to take 3-4 weeks to 
the whole smdy area from the northern compl~c. The last Check 111, which 
T ~ a n i a  hkcs  to Zake Turkana was included a fabric renewal [not needed 
mvaed  in one safari and occupied just t i i s  rime) was completed in late 
over 40 flying h o w .  The rest of the June 1973. 



Young Kenya school children, aged 
between ten and seventeen years, 
have taken part in a Mountain 
craft and Wildlife Venture. During 
the ten-day course the children I m n  
bushcraft, survivaI and mountain- 
eering techniques in a backwoodsman 
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" study, painting, canoeing and fishing. 

Local African and overseas school children participating in a 
venture course, rewarded after several arduous days of climbing, The 'Venture' places the children 

stand on Point Penana, Mt. Kenya. in an environment of an outdoor 
cEassroom yet emphasises self-reliance 
of the outdoor. One of the maxims 
held by the instructor i s  healthy and 
vigorous exercise. 

THE M A N  WHO LOVES GIANTS 

An Artist Among Elephants and Engines 
David Shepherd's Life Story 

Oavid Shepherd is regarded by many as being the world's 
leading wildlife artist. Paintings such as 'Wise Old Elephant' 
and 'Elephants at Amboseli' have made him internationally 
famous. 

44 years of age could be said to be too young 'ta write an 
autobiography. but not in David Shepherd's case. for he has 
packed more action into this period and experienced more 
exciting adventures than most people achieve in a lifetime. 

He began his career as an aviation artist and since then has 
painted all over the world-from blast furnaces to 'Christ' 
for an army church, from royalty to tigers, from landscapes 
to painting for the services. His passion for wildlife has led 
him to raise large sums of money for conservation by the 
sale of his paintings. Every painting David does is sold before 
he starts it; all his one-man shows, whether in New York 
London or Johannesburg, have a queue of buyers who draw 
lots for the paintings. 

For his hobby, David again thinks big. He owns a collec- 
tion of mammoth steam locomotices in working order a t  
Cramnore in Somerset, and naturally these are subjects for 
his paintbrush. The book not only relates David Shepherd's 
exciring life to date but also includes many of his paintings 
and sketches. 
10 colour plates, 47 black & white plates, 32 sketches. 
Price within East Africa-Shs. 1 1 O/- 
U.S. $1 9.00 inclusive of postage B packing by air. 
Order Form To: East African Wild Life Society 

P.O. Box 201 01, Nairobi, Kenya. 

Please send me.. . copyties of "The Man Who Loves 
Giants.'' 
Enclosed remittance for $ , . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Name B Address 

.......................................................... 
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Vigorous exercise is actually 
unavoidable since rhe course takes 
the children to Point Lenana at 
r6,3s~ft., the third highest peak of 
Mt. Kenya. Although of an extremely 
high altitude, point Lenanz presents 
no technical difficulties, but requires 
onIy stamina and considerable effort. 
To date the 'Venture' has run three 
courses, attended by fifty children 
of ages ranging between ten and 
seventeen years. The Banda School 
and St. Mary's School, Nairobi pro- 
vided [he majority of participants 
whilc some overseas children made 
up the remainder. Of those w h  
scaled Point Lenana, more than half 
were under thirteen years, the 
youngest only ten years of age, 

During one course the children were 
beleagued by bad weather, with snow 
and hail falling daily. Two inches of 
snow fell in the Liki North Valley a t  
13,rooft. a welcome sight to children, 
but a headache to the organisation. 
Due to these freak condjtions, the 
group was delayed by rwo days. 

The course towards rhe end of 
August had the advantage of good 
weather throughout, and all but 
three of the party made the peak early 
in the morning The climb ikardeus, 
for not only do the chitdren walk 
long distances uphill, but they also 
a r r y  rheir personal equipment in a 
rucksack. Eight to ten kilos is a heavy 
weight to bear for five hours! Porters 
carry the heavy food supplies and 
tentaRe from the m a m a i n  camp to 





BAT-WATCHERS who believe that this bogey-tale 
mammal has something 'to teach the world would have been 
interested in a conference which took place recently a t  
Nairobi's Safari Park Hotel. 

It was the Fourth International Bat Research Conference, 
sponsored jointly by Kenyatta University College and the 
East African Academy, and it attracted rmearchets from 
Japan westward across the world to the United States. 

The funmioning of the bat's echolwtive system is 
obviously one of the wonders of sound and shc f a d e  
came in for much extremely technical but absorbing dis- 
rrussion at  this informative conference. Especially so because 
studies on bat sonar arc now being aided by portable radar, 
purpose-developed in Britain and rhe USA. 

Early in rhe four-day meeting, Dr. Patricia Elaine Brown, 
of UCLA, defined the four main types of sound emission 
detected during her study of the PaIlid Bat, Antrozour 
pallidus. They were, she said, "directives, squabble notes, 
imtation buzzes and wienmtion pulses". The only sound 
emitted by newborn of the species, she found, was an 
"isolation call" which changes in quality until, by the 
20th day of life, the Pailid Bat's complaint on loneliness 
resembles the adult "directive" all. At birth, young bats 
which Dr. Brown studied showed no "behavioral or neuro- 
physiological responsc?" to sound; hut, she reported, a t  
24 days the sensitivity and frequency range of this fast- 
maturing mammal resembled that of  the adult. 

It was on R F  binaural reception, pinnae and ear 
movements tha~ Russian scientists T.A. Gorllnsky and 
A.1. Kongrantinov had concentrated their studies, Ar 
Leningrad University, they had used high-speed filming to 
watch the synchronisatian of car movements as the mammal 
detected ultrasound. It appeared to them that RF is ablc to 
analyse inter-aurally any differences in constant-frequency 
sound. 

Professor Konsrantinov, working with two other Russian 
scientists, described how they had recorded loadon signals 
when RF baa5 were flying or rolling. The emitted signal 
was individual-almost as characteristic as the human 
voice, they seemed to be saying-and, they said, before a 
fight started, a middle constant-frequency af between 80 
and X2.2 kHz was usual. 

Ornithologist Mr. John Williams pictured a t  the 
conference. 

The Society's Gift Shop and Art 
Gallery in the Nairobr Wiltan 

There's a wealth of choice items on sale in 
the Society's Gift Shop and An Gallev. 
Everything from jewsllery for the most sophis- 
ticated taste to the popular key rings, ties 
and decals: carvings, batiks and artifacts; 
prints paintings and seulptwes by leading 
national and international artists; wildlife 
books, journals and magazines; Christmas 
cards, calendars and diaries am offered at 
reasonable prices. 
Original paintings and reproductions by David 
Shepherd. Guy  Coheleac h, Ralph Thompson, 
Talbot Kelly. Iris Darnton, Joy Adarnson, 
Rana Fennessy, and Bob Kuhn and others. 

Annual Subrcrlptlons 
Corporate; K Shs 1.0001- US$ 143.00 BE 60 
Supportlng; K Shs 2001- US$ 29.00 & £  12.20 
Confnbur~ng: X Shs 1001- USS 15 00 BT 6.10 
Ord~narv Oversea K Shs 701- US$ 10.00 B f  4.25 
Res~dent E. 4. K Shs 401- 
Resident E. A. Junror KShs251- (Under 18) 

LHe Marnbetshlp Fens 
Donor; K .  Shs 2,0001- US9 285.00 82 121.25 
Regular, K. Shs 5001- US$ 72.00 B E  30.30 
(Membership year baglns on Jan. 1st. b ends Dec. 31st,) 

As a member 01 ?he Socrury. YOU rNIN ra~eive a veur's rubscription 
ro AFRICAMA. Iha quarter& wrldlrfe magarme of Ean Alms And fw 
rh#c who are rnlsrssred m gdrr of evaw ckscr~pt~on which hove 
an East Aftlean wrl#/~fa theme, a 32 page calow brochw* 16 avadubb 
lor only s ? 00 Thev #re also oo ssle from our grfI shop snd g n l l w  
rn the ffatrobf HrNon Hotel 

Member of the Dinars Club 

r I 1 1 I I 1 U W L L *  

m Pleasa enrol me as a 1 member 

I 1 enclnse: I 
I Nsmc 

I 
I 

OFFICES ART GALLERY & GIFT SHOP IN WAfffOBl HILTOM 
BOX 20110. NAIROBf kENVA 



WORLD WILDLIFE FUND- KENYA 
Notes compiled by €Ills Monks 

EIGHTY-TWO AIRLINES 

&ber thatthe recipients of ;he 
CONSERVATION Gold Medal for 1975 we= 

Mr. MicheI A m .  Director of National 

THROUGHOUT the world a 
mpaign has been launched by the 
World Wildlife Fund to save the 
m p i d  rain forests. Many commies 
are participating where no rain forests 
exist and the Iiklihood of the doners 
even seeing arain forest is remote. 
Here in Kenya a fdrn has been made 

by Simon Trevor "Africa-Fomt OT 
Desert" on the rain forests of East 
Africa depicting their value and the 
extent to which they are being 
plundered. Thc film will shortly be 
available for viewing. 

Time is fast running out as more and 
more of our forestland is being 
desaoyed either for charcoal or for 
agridnual deveIopment. While there 
is no wish to prohibit the making of 
charma1 or indeed its export, it i s  
essential that as with ivory and other 
game trophies the production should 
be properly controlled and managed. 
The indiscriminate cutting down of 
trees as with the indisaiminate 
slaughter of animals will surely spell 
disaster for Kenya. Fast growing 
wattle planta.tlons planted specifically 
for charcoal can provide a lucrative 
business in both wattle and charcoal. 

The World Wildlife Fund Conser- 
vation Resolution calling on airlines to 
support nature conservation has met 
with favourabfe response and the 
number of pamcipahng airlines now 
numbers $2 and includes East African 
h y s .  

The original resolution called upon 
airlines to abjure the promotion of 
hunting of endangered species md 
to accept a commiment for the comer- 
vation of name. The board aIso 
requested airlines to agree not to 
aansport wildlife or wildlife products 
as freight in consmention of national 
bans or the provisions of the Conven- 
tion w International Trade in 
Endangered species which came info 
force on J d y  1 s t  last. Kenya has not 
as yet ratified the convention although: 
agreeing to its: establishment. 

Parks and ~ i l d G e  Reserves in Chad, 
in recognition of his lifelong dedication 
ta the fauna of Africa and his 
contribution to the establishment of a 
network of parks in the Republic of 
Chad. 

Members of Honour of tht Faad 
were named: Dr. En* Beltrm of 
Mexico, ia rewgution of his life 
work for the promotion of biological 
sciences and conservation in Lath 
America. Dr. Rocw Knobel of South 
Afnim, in recognihn of his devoted 
services to conservation as Director 
of the National Parks of South 
Africa for 25 years. 

Sir Lans~bmougH T W  of she 
U.K. fos his outstanding contributions 
to ornithology a d  the srudp of bird 
migration. 

Three leading wnservationis~ who 
died earlier in the year were added 
to the International Conservation 
Roll of Honour, 

Professor Jean 6. Baer of Switzer- 
Em$, during the c a m  of his distingu- 
ished career was acting President of 
WWF during its formation in 196x12, 
Rt. Hon. Lord Hurcornb of United 
Kingdom, and Sir Julim HuxZey also 
from U.K. 

Michael Murphy, a 22-year old 
draughtsman from Hertfordshire 
England set out on a sponsored 
bicycle ride around the world on 
August ~ 1 s t .  His route will take him 
through forty-one countries before 
returning to U.K. in August 1977- 
Michael is asking for spunsatship at  
the rate of one shilling per thousand 
miles covered-he hopes to cover 
37,578 miles, anyone sponsoring the 
complete journey would donate SEL -88 
to the World Wildlife Fund. 

His route brings him to T d a  
on the 16th March 1977 and Kenya 
on the 28th March 1977. 

Sponshoship donations shouId be 
sent to :- 

World Wildlife or WurId Wildlife 
Fund Fund, Kenya 
29 C h t d l ~  St BOX 4 v 5  

London Nairobi 
EClN 8AX 

TRADITIONAL 
APPROACH TO 
WILDLIFE 

FIRST prize winner of WCK's 1975 
h u a l  Essay Competition was 
Hussdn Adan Esack, a student at 
Kangaru Secondary School near 
Embu. The essay topic was "Hm 
Triad Customs Have Helped to 
Conserve Wild Amma11 and Habitars 
in My Area". 

Neither Hussein, pictured below 
receiving his prize, nor other enwants, 
implied thaz people in the past 
consciously went out of their way to 
conserve wildlife; but rather that 
many of their customs indirectly 
spared many species and habitats 
from dwmction. 

Tribal warfareI for example, 
figured in consemation, according to 
this paragraph from Hussein's winning 
essay:- "From time immemorial, 
rhere have been tribal wars and clash= 
between many Afriwn tribes, inclu- 
ding she Boran, Such wars were waged 
to raid and take home the enemy's 
cattle. In the olden days, and in fact 
sometima today, bringing home other 
tribes' cattle after a raid is considered a 
big achievement for any young man. 
Every young man y e m s  for such 
achevemmt to gam tribal distindm. 
A good example is the Boran and 
Sambum tribes. i ' he  boundary 
between these two passes half-way 
between Isiolo and Merti towns. 
Each uibe has retreated from the 
border by as much as eighrg 
kilometres. As a result, there is a 
s ~ e t c h  of shrubland over 160 kilo- 
metres wide, devoid of human settle- 
ment separating the two tribes. 
Travelling from Isiolo to Merti, it is 
common to see herds of elephants, 
giraffes, lion, zebra, o w ,  impala, 
and many other kinds of mammals and 
birds. The animals in this vast land 
live safely, increasing in population 
from year to year. This has resulted in 
the establishment of Shamba-Merti 
Game Reserve in t h i s  area in 1974.'" 
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THE HAPPYWAY TO SAFARI ............... FS THE BESTWAY 

each of our programmes is tailored to meet your clients requirements - 
be i t  a two day tour to the Treetops or a Ionger stretch through our 

game parks and exotic places - meet the people, laze on our beaches, 
indulge in  specific interests such as Golf, Angling or Deep Sea Fishing. 

Ask for our special programmes for special people. 

DO IT THE BESTWAY .,. WE GUARANTEE SATISFACTION 

CAMPING SAFARIS FOR THE YOUNG 
AT HEART 

FROM AS LIITLE AS $20 PER DAY ALL 
INCLUSIVE 

VISITING TSAVO, SAMBURU, AMBOSELI 
I A K E  NAKURU AND THE KENYA COAST 

A 
KlMBlA KENYA LIMITED, P.0. BOX -89, NAIROBI CABLES "KOBE" 

. . . 
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Photo: C. P. SPINAGE 

MILK RUN 
by CHRIS MARSHALL 

MANY visitors to East Africa take the classic 
game park safari which runs from Nairobi to 
Masai Mara, Sertngeti, Ngorongoro, Lake 
Manyara, Arusha, Amboseli and back to Nairobi, 
and is familiarly known in the local travel trade 
as the "milk-run". Here Chris Marshall 
describes a variation of the route whch took him 
well off the normal tourist track. 

I must admit that at Engaruh I thought we had perhaps 
been a little too unconventional. All we had wanted to do 
was Iook at the ruined stone village on the nearby hillside, 
but a zealous local official was not convinced of our born 
fides. Surely there was some sinister motive behind our 
wish to drive on from there to 01 Doinyo Lcngai. Besides, 
why did our passports contain no Tanzanian entry stamps ? 
The idea of the trip had germinated as s way of seeing if it 
was possible to join up several 'Qead-end" journeys 1 had 
made in the past-down to the Loita Hills; to the interrnit- 
tently active volcan~ 01 Doinyo Lengai, and an abortive 
attempt to reach Loliondo via the Sercngeti Plain from 
OIduvai G o r g ~ p l o r i n g  new country en route. 

The first stage of the journey held no surprises, as we 
travelled from Nairobi on the familiar route down the Rift 
Valley escarpment, past Suswa and on up to Narok-though 

there was more than usual excitement and activity there, 
as a Masai "Ennoto" initiation ceremony had taken place 
nearby only a day or so before. But, at Ewaso Nyiro, we 
left "rniIk-nm", which goes on to Masai Mara Game 
Rcserve, and turned through gazelle-dotred plains towards 
the Loha NiIls. Rising a gentle 2 , m  feet or so from the 
surrounding countryside, thc hills have no spctacular 
peaks, but the whole area, virtually uninhabited, has a 
bautifully peaceful atmosphere, especially when the hill 
sIopes are green after rain. After the little settlement of 
Morijo the road deteriorated notiwabtg, and between there 
and Loliondo was Iittle more than a rough track, often 
overgrown, and clearly little used, despite having once 
been the major mute between Kenya and Tanzania in the 
area. 

Climbing up Olosha Hi11 we passed the faded border 
signs announcing our arrival in Tannnia, admired the 
extensive views o v a  to Lake Natron and beyond, and were 
soon winding down to Loliondo. Almost an oasis in the dry 
season, this isolated Iittle town can be completely cut off 
from the rest of thc country during the rains. The surround- 
ing catefully irrigated plots showed thc nwd for self- 
sufficiency, while the cattle carcasses near the water mough 
were a grim reminder of the barrenness of the land around. 

After a cursory search of our vehicle, the Iml police, 
Turn to p q e  22 



surprised to have visitors but clearIy glad of a break from 
routine, wished us well but regretted (as we were to later) 
that they were not authorised to stamp our papers, and we 
continued out on to the fringes of the Serengeti Plains. 
As it was the dry season there was not a grmt deal of game 
in the area, but we saw enough hycnas, jackals and gazelle to 
remind us we were near one of rhe world's great game 
parks, and, camping that night under a rocky 'kopje', 
wondered how many tourists had ever set foot there before. 

The track wound on over the plains, sometimes branching, 
often hidden in the knee-high grass, but we knew we must 
evenmafly meer the Serengeti-Ngorongoro road somewhere 
as long as we kept heading south. After 50 miles or so of 
this 'dead-reckoning' we emerged on the main route again 
near lake Lagaja. AIthough we saw none of the wild dogs for 
which the area is famous, a detour to the lake proved well 
worthwhile. 

From here we mvelled on past Olduvai Gorge up the 
steep mck to the rim of Ngorongoro Crater. A change in 
regulations since my last visit meant we could nor take 
our own Land-rover into the crater, and we ran into some 
petty officialdom when we tried to share the hire of one. 
So we decided instead to see if we could reach Ernbagai 
Crates a t  the north-east end of the Crater Highlands massif. 
And were delighted to find that a weil-maintained road led 
not only to the crater rim, but also right round ir (and had 
cIarly becn in existence for severaI years, despite reports 
we had heard of it? being unfinished or under consn-uction). 
The normal route starts by crossing Ngorongoro Crater 
floor and climbing up the Munge track, but we had to join 
i t  by taking the rather rough h u l a  track round Ngoro- 
ngoro's earl rim, nor being allowed into the crater. (We were 
perhaps not allowed elsewhere, but after one disappointment 
thought it simpler not to ask!) From the forest round the 
crater the lsad soon passes on to thc blcak, cold and windy 
pIateau which is home for many hundreds of Masai and 
last-resort grazing land for thousands more. There are no 
thorn-hushes here, and the cattle 'bornas' constructed of 
split wood look like Wild Wcst stockades, quite different 
from their lower-altitude equivalents. 

The road skirts Olmoti Crater and the huge saucerIike 
Emhulbul Depression, overshadowed by the 12,000 ft. 
peak of Loornelsion, before srarting to zig-zag up to the rim 
of Ernbagai. We admired the Masais' hardiness as we found 
'bomas' still dpparently in use a t  nearly ~o,ooo ft. ,  but, 
at the rim--disappointment at first, as mist and cloud 
completely obqcured the interior of thc crater. But as we 
waited in the biting wind there was a lull, revealing the 
m t c r  lake 3,000 ft. below, emerald wizh algae and sparkling 
in the sun-compensation enough for our brief disccmforr. 
And encouragement to continue round the  rim-just as 
well for the driver of the broken down Land-Rover we f o w d  
stranded further on, and worthwhile for us too, as we had 
magnificent views of the countryside round for nearly 300 
degrees, and especially of OE Doinyo Lengai just a few 
miles away and Lake Natron beyond. 

Several thousand feet betow us to the east lay E n g d a ,  
our next objective, and on the rim we encountered herds 
of cattle from there, apparently brought daily in search 
of pasturage in the LTaKer itself. Resisting the temptation 
to explore a rumonred but improbable track down the crarer 
side to Engaruka (wisely, it scemcd, when wc later saw 
from below the steepness of the siopes), we continued our 
circuit of the rim and retraced our route to Ngorongoro, 
stopping on the way at Nainokonoka to watch an auction 
of Masai attle. Then to a lower and warmer altirude at 
Lake Manyara, the m p s i t e  featuring its regular nocturnal 
visitation by elephants and Eater by rather agsessive baboons 
wishing to share our breakfast. 

The signpost nearby at M t o  wa Mbu invites visitors to 

Tngaruka-ruins-33 miles' and gives no hint of complica- 
hons once &me. Two dusty hours later we signed the visitors 
book in the local Chief's ofice, engaged a knowledgeable 
student as guide, and went off to look at the extensive and 
mysterious stone ruins of a large village which stretch 
up the hilbide along the Engaruka river. Most appear to 
be thc stone foundation walls of small houses, but this is a 
styIc of building otherwise unknown in East Afsica; it is 
not h o w n  who the builders were, but they may have been 
related ta the Mbulu tribe who live not far away. On our 
return we found the chief in a far from amicable mood. 
Did we look suspicious, three young men in an old Land- 
Rover; did we unwittingly break some regulation; or was i t  
simply an 'off day' ? We shall never know, for as soon as he 
discovered we had no entry stamps for Tanzania in our 
passports, no explanation was listened to-we should 
simply wait for the return of an army unit which was on 
exercises nearby. Luckly we had already met them and 
been cleared, if c l a m =  was indeed necessary, ra travel 
in the area. Maybe it was our persistence in pointing out 
the probable displeasure of the army captain a t  our detention 
on his return, a re-evaluation of our explanations or simply 
boredom with our presence, hut something eventually 
persuaded this locaI dignitary to allow us to leave three 
hours l a t~r .  

With only a day Ieft for our return to Nairobi, we had to 
decide whether to travel hack via the rocky shores of Lake 
Natran to Magdi-a hard trip by any standards--or try 
rhe unknown, to us, route trast from Gelai to Longido and 
Namanga. 

The unknown won, and soon the sun glistening on the 
tin rook of the small senlernent of Gelai Mcru-goi reassured 
us that we should shortly be back on a proper track. The 
German missionary doctor on her regular monthly visit 
therc was as surprised to see us as we were to see her, 
accepted our small remaining stocks of fresh fruit and 
vegetables with unrestrained delight, and confirmed that 
the  track was passable back to the main road. Four bumpy 
hours later we were checking back into Kenya through the 
Narnanga border post, outwardly not much different from 
any other 'milk-run' safari group, but, inside, feeling just 
a little s u ~ a i o r .  

Note; for obvious reasons, anyone thinking of repeating 
this trip would do well to detour to Seronera in the Scrcngeti 
Park to obtain Tanzania passport stamps. 



THE 
TRAPPlNG 

GAME 
BY JOHN McDOUGALP 

THE GIRAFFES stopped browsing and turned inquisi- 
tively to watch the approaching vehicle. As the old 
Chevy pick-up laboured and lurched nearer, the herd 
became uneasy and began slowly to  move away, as 
was intended, toward open country. Through binoculars 
a veterinarian had examined the herd and already 
selected the target animal, Now one giraffe realised 
it had unknowingly been separated from the rest 
and as the truck approached to within its flight distance, 
about 50 metres, it started running. 

"GO. GO, GO," came the shout. 
Pandemonium broke loose. 
With its motor whining in protest, the truck accellerated 

careering crazily as it jolted over rocks, lurched 
through small bushes and bounced into and out of 
holes, In full flight, about 50-60 kph. the ungainly 
beast wheeled and swerved to escape its pursuers. 
But the driver was skilful1 and the distance closed rapidly. 
As the gap narrowed t o  less than two metres one of the 
trappers in the truck neatly dropped a noose over its 
head and neck. The vehicle slowed and stopped while 
the giraffe pranced captive at the rope's end. Men 
leaped out and within moments the animal was held, 
toppled gently to the ground, its eyes covered (to reduce 
visually induced stress) and its legs secured. The 
entire exercise had taken less than two minutes, and 
in another twenty it would be comfortably walking 
around in a shady borna. 

Another wild animal had been captured. 
For what reasons are wild animals subjected to  

conditions of captivity? 
A leopard is needed by a zoologist in order that he 

may attach a radiotelemetric collar. while another 
scientist wants to use similar equipment to monitor 
elephant movements; some students require to study 
giraffe, and a group of veterinarians are following a 
study on some fistdated wildebeest, t o  examine 
their feeding habits. An international organisation wants 
to  examine buffalo to determine if they carry this or 
that disease, parasite or infestation, while the Game 
Department is instructed to remove some rhina which 
are clestroying crops in a settlement areas or eliminate 

Turn to page 25 



THE EXPERTS ON AFRICA 

LUXURY TEWTEO SAFARlS 
Tented Camps In the fabulous 
Game Reserve of Masa~ Msra, 
Amboselt, Tsavo and Samburu. 
equ~pped w ~ t h  every comfort 
electr~c Itghts, ice-rnachrnes 

OFF M E  BEAT EN TRACK SAFARIS 
and qourmet meals. See the exottc places of Afr~ca the 

exrtlng way - Camel and Horse 
Safarls, Canoe safar~s: enpedltkons 
to the Northern Front~er and to the 
Sudan, and Gor~l la trackrng safar~s. 

brrd I ~ f e  w ~ l h  experts. 
Whatever your spsc~al 
Interesrs, we have guides 
who can carer for them. 

SPORT1 PJG SAFARIS 
Trout f~sh lng or deep-sea 11shlng 

or any other krnd of sportrng 
actlvtty for the enthusiast. 

AIR CHARTERS 
We can arrange 
charter flrghts, or 
f ly you In our own 
alrcraft anywhere 
In East Afr~ca-Lake Rudolf, 
Lamu. Serengetr or even 
to Zaire or the Sudan 

and gurde or self-dr~ve vehicle 
Group tours can also ba arranged. 

CONVENTION SAFARIS 
Wecsn make all your arrangements for 
visutrng conlerences and conventions 
rn East Africa, and for those extra few 
days hol~day after the conference. 

Abrcrombie Kent l n t e d o n a l  In*. 
1000 Oak Brook Road. Oak Brook - llllnols 60521 - U.S A. Phone 372-654-221 1 Telex OAKBROOK 25-4461 
Abererombie Er Kent (Europe) Limited, 
338 Grand Burldlngs. Trafalgar Square, London WC ZN5 He.  Phone 01-9304&71 Telex 91 9086 ACEYGLOBAL LDN 
Abercrpmbie a Kent Limited, 
Vsdlc House, Mama Ng~na  Street. P.O. Box 20224, Na~rob~ ,  Kenya Phone 34955 Telex NAIROBI 22564 
The official safari out fitrws for the East African Wildlife Society 











... IN WHICH HE RELATES THE SAGA OF 
THE RELUCTANT MERMAID WHO COVERED 
HER CAPTOR IN DUBIOUS GLORY,.- 
MY FIRST introduction to a dugang was at Aden when 
my ship called there in 1933. There were few attractions 
at the time apart from the tanks and the museum, the walls of 
whch were festooned with water colours showing troops 
of the British East India Company as in 1839 they invested 
the town. They werd opposd by the army of the Sultan of 
Lahej, who by defeating the Turks a cenrury before had 
taken possession. Thcre was other bric-a-brac on display 
but the piece de resistance as far as newcomers were con- 
cerned were the male and female dugongs which lay side by 
side looking like a pair of Egyptian mummies. As it was 
somewhat difficult to ascertain which was male and which 
was the female the museum authorities or some passing 
wag had added an appendage to the male in the shape of a 
bamboo stick a fcmt in length. Being somewhat free in my 
habits then I took hold of the appendage which came away 
with the slightest tug and as far as I know it is somewhere 
still among relics of visits I have made to faraway places in 
other parts of the world. 

During the 1880s the Natural History Museum sought 
to obtain specimens of a male and female dugong and with 
the help of the Foreign Ofice invitations were despatched 
to diplomatic officials stationed in territories bordering the 
Indian Ocean. Such an invitation was received by Caprain 
Jack Haggard, R. N, who held the office of Consul at Lamu, 
This official was the brother of Kider Haggard, the famous 
author of adventure books. Rider used the experiences of 
his brother and a newcomer to East Africa named Frederick 
Jackson as the background for such books as "She" and 
"Alan Quaremain". Jackson was staying with Haggard 
at Lamu when the museum appeal arrived, In brief the 
two men were instrumental in carching a brace of dugongs 
and the mammals' skeIecons can be seen a t  the Namal 
History Museum in Kensington today. 

I say "skeletons" because although Jackson was a raxider- 
rrtist of some note his work had heen with birds and small 
animals only. An aquatic mammal with a length of ten feet 
and weighing some 5cm Ibs was another rnamw. But the 
method of winning the skeletons could be of interest to 
scientists and laymen who might be asked to procure such 
a specimen for the purpose of research. 

Lamu is an island some z w  miles north of Mombasa. 
The township faces a wide creek and in the 1880s resembled 
an ancient Arabian city enveloped with the miasma of rhe 
Bombay burning ghat. The Consul's house stilt stand5 on 
the foreshore, its arches, verandahs, courtyard and high 
wide rooms redolcnt of imperial days. The waters of the 
harbourage, salubrious enough were at the times I mention 
fetid with noisome Rotsam the natute of which I wit1 refrain 
from d-crjbing. 

Local fishermen soon aptured the required dugongs 
which expired when dragged ashore. Haggard then had rhe 
monsters, wrapped in netting, roped and weighed down with 
firebars, old anchors and any other ironmongery that came 
to hand. The dugongs were then rowcd into deep warer 
where they sank to thc bottom of the harbour. As Haggard 
explained to Jackson the dugongs would soon decompose, 
the flesh eaten by fish and the skeletons would remain 
w i t h  the netting ta await colteftion. 

True love and piscatology would appear to suffer in like 
measure, both being subject to pleasure and dolour. So far 
all had gone well but on rhe following morning Haggard 
and Jackson were confounded when they saw the two 
corpses bobbing on the surface of rhe bay complete with 
all the ironware that was supposed to secure them. What had 
happened was that the stomach contents had generated 
sufficient gas to raise the mammals up from the deep. 
Jackson at once suggested that a few bullet holes from his 
elephant gun wouEd reIease the gas, but Haggard ruled this 
measure out. Bullefs could damage the bones. He had a 
better idea. 

By now the tide was flowing. Haggard armed himscIf with 
this Consular sword, boarded a rowing hoar and rowed 
himself to the nearest dugong. Shipping the oars, he clung 
to one of the binding rapes of the corpse and plunged his 
sword to the hilt into the swollen body. The boat kgan to 
float shorewards on the tide and in less than no time Haggard 
was stretched face downwards his hands grasping a rape 
and the sword and his toe.; resting inside the gunware of the 
boat. In his dcspcration he withdrew the sword Petting loose 
a geyser of several hundredweights of putrescence which 
covered the wretched Haggard from head to foot and 
continued to do 3 0  u n ~ l  Jackson implored thc Conslij to 
let go all. This Haggard did and fell into the sea thus cleans- 
ing himself. 

Haggard, shocked and smelly, swam ashore, Jackson 
retrieved the boat, got his gun and, at a safe distance, punc- 
tured the mammals until at last they had relieved themselves 
and sank. Some time later the skeletons were recovered 
intact, undamaged by the bdlcts. 

If you ever visit the Natural History Museum you might 
look out for the skeletons. They used ta be exhibited just 
inside the main entrance. Never was a mermaid used so 
cruelly; never did a mermaid show her dispteasurc to better 
effect. As the albatross haunted the Ancient Mariner so 
the dugong must have haunted Jack Haggard: 

"He went like one that hath been stunned, 
And is of sense forlorn; 
A sadder and a wiser man 
He rose the morrow mom.*' 



Continued from page 26 
And even the high cost of helicopter hire is justified 

in view of the speed of ground covered, ranged of 
vision, manoevreability and general efficiency. Also 
air to ground radio facilitates directions to the vehicular 
back-up for removal of the irnrnobilised animal to the 
holding pens. 

And that's where the real business starts. 
If the animal has been drugged it must be revived 

and there are just as many hazards in administering 
the antagonising compounds should they be necessary. 
But whatever the capture system employed the real 
skill is in maintaining the animal, its health, condition 
and psycological wellbeing. The holding pens have to 
6 e  custom built depending on the anrrnal it must 
contain. That includes the style as well as its size since 
the beast, in the early days, could injure itself if given 
too much freedom. Its diet must be just right. And then 
it has to become acclimatised to the create in which 
it wil l eventually live and travel to its final destination. 
Trappers develop an attachment to their charges whlch, 
incidentally, usually become quite tame within a few 
days, Frequently they travel with the animals l o  ensure 
they settle down all right in therr new locations. 

And here is something new for Africa. A new invisible 

' THE PROCEDURE of capturing giraffe 
I by the darting methad is described here by 

Dr. JACK ADAMS. Professor of Animal 
I Behaviour a t  California State College. He 
I was concerned in the capture of a male 

I and a female giraffe for translocation. 

AN ATTEMPT was made to select a giraffe for 
apture which was in an open area and on relatively 
level terrain, since the procedures would be difficult 
to execute in a thiB thorn-hush area. 

It was usually possible to approach a seIeaed 
giraffe stowly in a Landrover to within 75 yards 
before it bcgan to move away toward a bush area for 
protecrion. 

Because the flight distance of a giraffe is approxi- 
mately 50 yards, and because the accuracy of the 
dart gun is hcst at 50 yards, the intervening 25 yards 
between giraffe and vehicle had to be covered at 
high speed and the dart gun fired within the last 
50 yards. 

Afrer the darting, the vehiclc was manoeuvred 
so as to cut off the giraffe's escape into the high and 
dense thorn-hush. 

The darted giragc at first ran for a distance of 
approximately 50-~oo yards. Then, when the injected 
drugs b e p  to take effect after about IC-E5 minutes, 
thc animal stopped running and wandered about 
aimlessly in short steps with its head held high. 
It hcame very docile and could be approached with 
complete safety. The hyoscine ingredrent in the 
drug dilated the animal's pupils so its vision was 
impaired, and generally the combination of drugs used 
w s  sufficient to reduce its activity but still allowed 
it to remain on its feet. (Should the animal be allowed 
to go down, it could suffer severe head injury because 
of its long neck striking the head on the ground.) 

At this point, on a signal from the Ranger in 
charge of the operation, thc r a t  of the capture 
team (numbering 10-12 members) emerged from 
hiding and approached the animal. The giraffe was 
induced to walk into a long smetched out rope, 
a loop of which was thrown around its neck. It was 
forced to its hm without Ierting its head snike the 
ground and a specidly designed harness with p d e  . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

commodity. 
The exportation of wildlife management know-how- 

and there are many requests for it. A recent consignment 
from the SeagelParkinson team of more than 100- 
head of Kenya plainsgame to the Verona, Italy, Safaripark 
carried with it a request to also supply the expertise in 
order that Italians might learn animal care, feeding and 
wildlife management methods. 

Garne trappers consider themselves far-sighted conser- 
vationists, even though they traffick their l~ving mercha- 
n d ~ s e  between such climatrc extremes as the heat of the 
tropical savannahs to Canada's cold or Mt. Fuji's frosts. 

And they have an argument to justify this apparent 
paradox. 

Sweden currently exports Bengal tigers to India 
while Germany is breeding white rhino. The Arabian 
oryx is alive and well in Arizona, and the World Wildlife 
Fund has restored the Indian Blackbuck from Texas. 
The per Oavtd deer, extinct in its native China, was 
reintroduced from an English breeding herd, while 
Nigeria is anxious to restock its depleted wildlife from 
Kenya. 
Could i t be that, in  years to come, tourists might 

come to see the African plains dotted with indigenous 
wildlife-made in Japan . . . ?  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
rapes was rapidIy fitted. - -1 

The animal was then permitted to stand up, 
and it was manoeuvred into a low-bed trailer with 
the aid of the guideline5 and direction bars extending I 
from each side at the rear of the trailer. 1 

Thirty minutes elapsed from the time of darting 
the giraffe to in loading onto the trailer, and entire I 
procedure was accamplished without injury to the I 
animal or any member of the capture team. I 

The transporting trailer was const~ucted so that 
both the rear and front end could bc lawered to 
form a ramp. Heavy sailcloth was nailed to the floor 
of the trailer re prevent the animal from slipping 
while in transit and a shoulder bar was inserted 
to prevent it from injuring its neck should it lunge 
forward accidentaIly. The guide lines from the 
harness were fastened to the sides 9f the trailer to 
prevent the giraffe from moving about since serious 
injury ~n be suffered if the animal has toe much 
freedom of movement whilc in transit. 

After the animal was sewely  restrained in the 
aailcr, the dart-syringe was removed, the wound 
dressed with a topical antiseptic, and 6.5 cc of 
Triplopen was injected intramuscularly as a pro- 
phyIacric dose of antibiotic. The antidote, Lethidrone, 
was then administered intramuscularly and the 
captured giraffe was tranqported to a holding p. 

A cloth was wrapped round its head, covering 
the eyes, in order to keep it calm and the eyes 
protected from dust during the 10-mile journey to 
the boma. There, the nailer wm disconnected and 
manoeuvred so that its front part was directly in 
the entrance to the boma. The harness was removed 
from the animal; the front gate lowered and the 
giraffe persuaded to walk forward off the trailer. 
The vehicle was then withdrawn fmm the entrance 
and zhc gate to the boma was securely fastened. 
Later, after the narcotic effects of the drugs wore off, 
the girafFe became slightly hyperactive m ia new 
surroundings and attempted to escape over the top 
of the seven foot walls of the boma which were 
padded with thatching grasses. When the animal 
became too hyperactive, a tranquilizing drug was 
administered. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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NAIROBI 
Your Gateway 
to Adventure 

The tour of YOUR choice is with 

rhino safaris itd. 
TOUR OPERATORGCAR H IRE  

Operating out of Nairobi in Kenya-the 
major jumping-off point for all safaris in 
East Africa-R hino Safaris Limited, with the 
assured knowledge based on years of 

RESERVATION a QUOTATION - For your convenience reservat~on experience, provides the one-day excursion 
and quotation centres are established at: or ten-day safari that will meet your own 

N A l R 0 E l (Kenya) 
Nairob~ H~flon - Phone 28102 - 25419 - POBox 48023 Nairobi 

exacting requirements. 
Cables: Rhlnocarnp - Telex 22081 We have built up a comprehensive transport 

M l L A  N (Italy) fleet of buses and cars, self-drive or chauffeur 
Torre Velasca 3/'B - 20122 Milan - Phone 890.323 - 899.175 

Cables: Rh~nomll - Telex 31394 driven, in an organisation geared t o  cope 

L 0 N D O N (England) 
not only with our  own very wide variety of 

lo. Dover Street. Maylalr - London WIX 3PH scheduled tours, but also with the special- 
Phone 01 -433.6288 ised requirements of both large groups and 

t h e  individual. 
Whatever  the  purpose of your visit to 
East Africa, your route, or your destination, 
let Rhino Safaris take care of you. 



A fine selection of paintings, prints, batiks and 
photographs by E.Africa's leading artists. 
P.O. Box 41 855. Standard St.. Nairob~. Tel. 28737 

Unique Stleetlon of African Handicrafts 
Indigenous Jewellery and Skin Handbags 

W E  DESPATCH PARCELS ALL O V E R  THE WORLD I 
GOVERNMENT ROAD 
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HOTEL BOULEVARD 
71 double  bedrooms, w ~ t h ~ n  walk ing distance o f  the ci ty centre, 
s ~ t u a t e d  i n  i ts o w n  park w i t h  natural stream and waterfall. Swirnmrng 
pool. P.O. BOX 42831, NAIROBI .  Tel. 27563. 

HOTEL COUNTV 
An ideal hotel  for businessmen. Centrallf situated w i t h  120 beds 
2 restaurants a n d  one club. Gotf. Tennis, Swimming available. 
Mix business with pleasure. Box 41924. Tel. 26190, NAIROBI. 

HOTEL MlLFMANl 
hnilirnani Road. 1 Km. f rom c i ty  centre. 
Ideal for conferences and seminars, quiet location, sound proof, 
air-conditioned. gri l l  r oom dancing. Hasted swimrnlng pool. 75 double 
bedrooms, w ~ t h  pricate bathroam end  balcony. radio and telephone. 
T.V. on request. 

NAlROBl HILTON 
335 rooms, fully air-conditioned, in centre of Nairobi. A l ~ o  Hifton 
operates Taita Hills snd Salt L ick  game lodges. P.0. B o x  30624 
Tel: 34000. Telex 22252. Cables: Hiltels Nairobi. 

#ORFOLK HOTEL 
College Road. Teble d'Hom and'a la  cane. Luncheon 12.30-2.00. 
Dinner 7.30-9.00 p.m. Open daily. Tel. 35422. 

6BO HOTEL 
340 double bedrooms with urivate baths. Hi-Fi radio. ~ i n e d  music 
and 'around the CImk' ssrvick Write t o  t he  Manager, p.6: &'ox 43436, 
NAIROBI. KENYA. 

Comfortable rooms with attached bath and 
shower I 

Also dairy, weekly and monthly Zerms 
available 

Holiday 1111 COAST 

BAMBWRl BEACH HOTEL 
Bux 8?1!)1,11. MUM BASA - TEL. 8'13, F/t3.??63/8 i 2 9 4  

MIDLAND HOTEL 
Box I-;;. Nakur,u l.i+,r 

See t h e  FLAMf  NGOES o n  Loke Nakuru 

AND SAFARIS 
Internat ional  House, 1st Floor, Hotel Office Room 2 6  

Telephone 27501 !2/3i4 Ext. 2 6  

P.Q. Box 46468 Nairobi, Kenya 

555398 Aher Oifice Hours  Cable: LOlTlKO 

EXCURSIONS FROM NAIROBI 

LS 51 NAIROBI CITY TOUR LS 64 ARUSHA. LAKE M 4 N Y A -  
from 10 00 trrs ro 12 00 his RA. NGORONGOAO AND 

K-Shs- 40/- AMBOSELl Prllr Pu.W \\.blr 

LE 52 NAIROBI BATIOMAL " 8 1  I h ~ t  ) r  ?(> nr, - 
PARK ~nclludrnq Anrma! 5 Oavs K.Shs. l,BSO/- 
~ l o r ~ , , ~ r a g r  from '4 I)O hj-, lo L s 8 5  AMBOSE". ''LIMA- 

RJAAO. TSAVO, K E N Y A  

K.Sha. 651- COAST Devr evew tuesday 
and s,~iurday 

LS 53 BOMAS OF KENYA G Davs K.Shs. 1,8801- 
K.Sh8.6&/- LS 66 TREETOPS, MT. KENYA. 

LS M MASAI DANCING A N n  MERU, SAMBURU AND 

RlFT VALLEY 14 W lhr:. LAKE UAKURU Wrpr cvrrv 
to 18,00 hrs S~rnrlay at 9 3 0  nrs 

K-Shs. 90!- 6 Day5 n.~hs. 1,%0/- 
LS 66 IAKE NAKURU AMD LS 67 MARA. SERENGETI 

RIFT VALLEY Full day 
MGORONGORO, LAKE 

1nc:usive Dept at 1000 hrs 
M A N Y A R A .  AMBOSELI 

6 rldyS K Sha. l,IIDa/- 
K.Shs. 1 SO/- tS MARA. SERENGETI. 

LS 56 AMBOSELI OR TSAVO NGORONGORO. LAKE 
Express Dally Dept at  G 00 a rn MANYARA.  A N D  ARCISHA 

K.Shs. 3Wl- Ueor everv Mnnday . l r d  I lhurs- 

LS 57 T REEfOPS OR THE ARK dav ar 1 1  00 hrs 

Darly dept a t  9 30 hrs 6 Uayn K.Sha. I ,7WI- 
2 nays K ~ h , ,  370,i- LS 69 MARA, SEREMGETI, NGO- 

LS 58 AMBOSELI GAME RONGORO, LAKE MA- 
RESERVE Dallv dept ar NYkRA. ARUSHA. AMBO-  

SELI Den! evew Mnndav 
13 00 hrs. a?d Thursday 

2 Days K.Shs 460/- 7 Days K.Shr. 2.1 SO!- 
LS 69 AMBOSELf AND TSAVO LS 70 MARA. SERENGETI. 

Dailv dept at 13 00 his MGOROIUGDRO, LAKE 
3 Days K.Bhr. ~5a/ -  MANYARA, ARWSHA. 

'k 80 AMBOSELI KILIMANJA - AMBOSELI, KILIMANJA- 
RO &No TSAVO Oept every RO. TSAVO 

Tuestlav Salutda~ al 13 00 hrs. 3 Ddys K.Stts. 2,3SU/- 
4 Days K.Shs. ?,ZWI-  LS 71 MARA,  OEAENGETI. 

LS 61 MOMHLLSA 8EaCH HOLI- IYGORONGORO. LAKE 
D&Y Ucpl 8 DO Ins  MANYARA, ARUSHA, 

4 Days K.Shm. 6W- AMBOSELI, KIL1MARJA- 
LS 62 ARUSWA, M K E  MANYA- RD, TSAVO, M O M B A S A  

RA. NGORONGOAO B E A C H  
Onpl overv \Ne,i dnd Sat 1 : Days II.Shm. 3.Wf- 
at  1) 30 hrs LS 72 INTERLINE SAFAAI 

4 Davs K.Shs. l.BW/- 8 Ddvs K.Shs. 2,OOOI- 
LS 83 &MBOSELI. MANYARA. 

NGORONGORO 
Dept evev  Wed and Sal 
ar 9 30 lirs 

4 Davs K.Shs. lgS(I/- 

10% DISCOUNTTO ALL AIRLINES 
ALL PRICES INCLVSiVE PERSONNEL 

ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION WITHUU* NOTICE 

INDIVIDUAL SAFARIS AND TOURS 

OFFICE HOURS 

Morrday to Frnday 8 30 n.m - 5 00 p.m 
Satklrday 8 30 a m - t 00 p m 
Tet 2?501/2,3'4 Ext. 26 
Satr~rdav nl tPrnmn ' 00 u m 5 00 I r  m 
Sunday rnornlnu 9 00 a rn - 1 OD p rn 
f s l  555398 

INDIVIDUAL SAFARIS-TOURS 



I ENGLISI 

I 
I 

KlMATHI STREET 

P - 0 .  Box 46895 

Phone 20150 

N A I R O B I  

L 
PERFECTION ? 
One has to fry, and try and t ry  again, and when you try enough. 
long enough, you succeed- we do- in our efforts to give cltents 
all the makings of a PERFECT SAFARI. Our manager sa 

'FOR YOU I WELL PUT MY HEAD IN THE LION'S MOUTH" 
However, he's much better at assuring hotel. lodge and tenting 
accamrnodation; hire cars and planning PERFEC T SAFARIS 

Rv~4dd.e SCI&CMC&&!# 
BRUCE HOUSE, BOX 49420.TEL 332477. NAIROBI HlLKON HOTELOFFICETEL 29577 MOMBASR OFFICEBOX 82139. TEL 21951 

I 

City 
Furriers 

LlMrTED East Africa's many GAME PARKS - and 

9 

Ackmwfe&edrrs 

NAIROBI'S 

FOREMOST 

JEWELLERY 

AND 

CURIO SHOP 

* 

have the most wonderful experience of a lifetime. 
We also arrange 

Hunting Safaris, Deep Sea Fishing, Mountain Climbing, 
Hotel Bookings, Birdwatching and fun-filled Beach HoJidays 
TENT SAFARIS-CAR HIRE SELFDRIVE OR WIDRIVER 



MI Af~ican heritage ltd. 
inv i te  you to visit  

AFRICA'S FINEST PAN AFRKAN GALLERY 

Origi-l works, w k s ,  +rllcry and 
gift items from every part of Africa 

Rtgulw erhibitiom. conxrrU and faskion k 
$31 

show by I t d i n g  lrrim and d t i r g m  

OPEN SATURDAY AND SUMDAYS 

Exclusive 

. - -  
2nd Floor. Galf~llan House. 

Opposite Hotel 680, Kenyam Aw., 
P.O. Box 10367. Tel 29803-28352 Naimbi 

Cable "BIG FIVE" 

11 Nights amd 12 Days 

in beautifur Sunny Kenya! 

for only: 

Air1 ine personnel: US $294.00 
A 2 1 o t hem: US $323.00 

I----------- I Makc the most with '*BIG F I V ~  ) 1_---------4 

AH inclusive - no K i n  edmr - m h r  khe mi ot yovr rohn w i i h  NllESTAR 
Anyti-? Anywhen! 

ALL PR?CES IH K E H I A H  SHlUlHGS 

C ~ Y  ~ t y :  C i t y  i n  'Thv Sun 
snake Park. Cit) h t k  - M u w ~ ~ m .  cfc 
10 oo hr -1 3.M hr. . . .  KShr. .w!- 

NAmOM C A W  PARK Dnib 4 hr 
[our I4 .Ul-1R.W hr. Including Anim.11 . . . . . . .  Orphanage K S h .  62'- 

MASM FOLKLORE Dam: A! 14.00 hr. 
Scc Mnwi dnncinr, virit Mscat Manyatla . . . .  . . . . . .  KSh*, IM!- 

NAKURU FICNIC Daily:  f h c  home r3l 
.I rn~lEicn tlarningm. G<ws through Rilr 
Valley, take Nalv3ehil. Umcnga i  Crezvr  _ _ . . _ _ . . . . . .  KSbs. 195,- 

TREETOPS or ARK Daily: hcl.tranr+ 
port lunch. dinner. hcd and hwnk- . . . . . . . . . .  fa.;[ KShs. 410,'- 

SECRET VALLEY Daily: A two dnv . . . .  rafari lo rcmernbtr KShr. 6181- 

AMBOSELl Daily: Depart Nairnhi 3 
da\ c . . . . . .  KShs. g 5 1 -  

AmSI~:W-KnfMANIARO.TSAYO: 
mpt.  Tucq. and Sdturday from Nairnh~ . . . . . . . .  . 4 days KSb. 1350, 

TREETOW, S A m U R U .  MAaSABIT, 
MT. KENYA 6 nayq every . . . . . . . .  Sundav KShs. 24501'- 

M A S A I  - MARA - SERENCETI 
O L U U V A I  NGORONGDRO MANYARA 
Monr k Thurc 6 day.; KSlrs. 21011/- 

M A S A I  - MARA - SERlENCETl 
OLDUYAE NG0RC)NEORO MkNYARA 
AMBOSELI: Monr. tl Thurk .  7 days . . . . . . . . . . . .  KSbr. 25UO'- 

MASAl - MARA - SERENGEV 
OLTEUVAI NGORONGORO MANYARA 
AMBOSEW KII.IMANJhR0 TSAY 0: 
Mrru.; & Thurr Y days . . KShr. f t l t l O ,  - 
INTERLINX PERSONNEL: Airlinc em- 
ployees 8 d a p  S;~l;bri All  inclu\lvc From 
Nairobi from USS275 other USSAm 
TUANSPOHTATION DAILY: 

.- 

C'hsr~ff~ur Urivcn V W  Microburc~ 7 
Par\cllg~r.i includ,ing fucl and drivers tiigh1 
:hlou*mcz (Mrntmum IOn krn:.) per . . . . . . . . . .  km. KSbs. l /BB 



All Kenya is here... 

From the starkly beautiful northern ' 

desert country to the game-filled 
plains of the Mara. From Nairobi's city 
lights to the sparkling blue waters of the Flamingo Tours 
Indian Ocean. From country house comfort: of East Africa 
in the Aberdares to world-famous Treetops 137 Regent Street 

That is Kenya. Goldsmiths House 
And that is Block Hotels. - ,  London W1. 

The best way to see Kenya is stay with us. -, , - Tel : 03 -734-5832 

You won't miss a thing ! 
Block Hotels Limited. 
P.O. B o x  40075, Nairobi. : 

Publish& qu&crly by #Meting Publishing Ltd.. end minted by Kenya Uiho Ltd.. P.Q. Box 4C1775. Changemwe R o d ,  Nairobi. 0 ~fr ieens,   airo obi. 


