


The wq tolook 
at the Range Rover 

Once you get a car that's hlg enougn, 
tough enough, and comfortable 

enough to go anywhere, you feel 
you've got to go. After all. the Rsnge 

Rover is a unique car. In every sense. 
And you feel as much at home stepping 

out in evening dress ta attend 
an important function as you would In 
a safari suit in the Aberdares. We really 

mean it when we say you can take 
this car anywhere. The Range Rover 

is made for long safaris. It simply eats 
up the miles. And it's 19 gallon fuel 

tank allows for long gaps between 
refuelling. And when you h ~ t  the realty 
rough stuff the four-wheel drive takes 
you over treacherous country safely and 
surely. And when the going gets worse 

you simply switch from high to low 
gearing. (This astonrshing car has 8 

forward gears). The soft, well sprung 

suspension absorbs every bump. And 
w~th such high ground clearance there's 
no worry a bout rocks and ditches or mud. 
If you have air-conditioning installed 
the Range Rover becomes so cool, 
relaxing and remarkably comfortable. 
Well worth it here especialiy during the 
hot seasons. I t  just adds to the joy of 
driving a big powerful car which is 
so easy to drive. And the Range Rover 
can carry 5 people rn comfort with 
750 Ibs of luggage or 2 people and 
1200 Ibs. There's also an automatic 
ride-level device on the rear suspension, 
So whatever you are carrying, you do 
just that. The Servo-ass~sred brakes are 
an absolute joy. If you havetodarn them 
on hard you'll stop with ~rnrned~ate ease. 
All in all. it would bedifficult toftndfault 
with this unique car whlch can open 
up the whole of the country for you 

we will gladly give you a test drive 

@ Range Rover 
C~iJUr-<'I>I -. I ~ \ 1 2 1 ~  
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THE EXPERTS ON AFRICA 
Luxurv Tented Safaris 
Luxury camps rn the fabulous Masai Mara Game 
Reserve, at Amboseli and Samburu, in the Aberdares 
Salient, Meru and Tsavo National Parks. 

Off the Beaten Track Safaris 
For the adventuresome, see the exotic places of Africa 
the excitlng way - Horse and Camel safaris, Canoe 
trips, expeditionsto the Northern Frontwand the 
Sudan, stalk 'Big Game on foot, ortrack Gorillas in Zaire. 
Fly a Hot-Air Balloon over the migrating herds or sail a 
yacht through the Indian Ocean islands. 

Ornitholagical and Special Safaris 
See Africa's wonderful bird life with experts. Whatevw 
your special interests, we have guides who can 
cater for them. 

Journey into the past - travelon our exclusiveand 

luxury privatesteam train through the bush. In the words 
of Theodore Roosevelt - "A railroad through the 
Pleistocene.. no such railway journey can 'be taken on 
any other line in any other land? Viewwildtifefrom the 
comfort of your raFlway state-rooms. it cannot fail to  
stir your imagination?" Exciting side trips by safari-car. 

Sporting Safaris 
Trout or deep-sea fishing, mountaineering, scuba diving 
and undennraterphotography. Golf safarisorany ether 
sparting activity for the enthusiast. 

Air Charter 
We can arrange charter flights anywhere In East Africa. 
Wing ;cl I akeTurkana or Lamu,,Zaireand theSudan. 

Exclusive Lodge Safaris 
Visit the luxury Game Lodges and Hotels of East Africa 
with personal vehicle and guide. 
Group taurs are a speciality. 

Abercrombie a Kent International Inc. 
1000 Oak Brook Road, Oak Brook - lll~no~s 60521 - U.S.A. Phone: 372-664-221 1 Telex: OAKBROOK254461 
Abercrombie E, Kent (Europe) Limited, 
4 Pont Sfreet, LONDON SWlX 9EL Telephone No. 01 -2355753Telex: 932338AGLG 
East  Af rtcan W~ldl~f  e Society representative for Europe 
Abercrombie Er Kent Limited. 
Vedic House, Mama Ngina Street, P.O. Box20224, Nairobi, Kenya Phone: 334955Telex: NAIROBI 22564 
The official safari outfitters for (he East African Wildiife Society 



KIBO SAFARIS LTD. 
,q\[ 'y . From where the adventure begins. 

L r  - l~eh 

OTOGRAPHIC SAFARIS, GROUP TOURS- 
'EXCURSIONS- CAR H I R E  - HOTEL & 

I LODGES BOOKINGS 
Special discount to all airline personnel. 

OUR BROCHURE SENT ON REO'UEST. 

We have daily Tours and Excursions to 
t Nairobi National Park - Amboseli - Treetops - 

The Ark - Cake Nakuru - Samburu, - 
r! 4 Masai Mara, - Tsavo, and other interesting places. 

-. 
I60 SAFARIS LTD 

, y&&uidi Mbingu Sfraat, Tsl. 20850/24918. P.O. Box 4251 8 
TELEX: 2261 7, CABLES: Kibosaferis, ~simhi, Kenya. 1 

The Sixeighty offers international standards 
of service and prwes that it dms not have 
to cost the earth. There's a gourmet's 
choice of t h r e e  restaurants, tm, bars and a 
coffee terrace to while away the time. All 
340 double bedrooms have private baths, 
an automatic telephone system, hi-fi radio, 
piped music and 'Around the Clock' - 24 
hour room service. Sixeighty Hotel is 
situated on the famous Jacaranda-lined, 
Kenyatta Avenue with the best shopping 
facilities in Nairobi. 
For full details and colourful brochure, 

The Manager, Silteighty Hotel, 
Telephone 332680, P.0. BOX 43436, Naimbi. 



Agip House, Haile Selaaria Awanue 

P.O. Box 48096, NAIROBI. Tel. 20463. 

SELF DRIVE 

YOLKSWAGENS, ESCORTS. 

MAZDAS, CORTINAS, PEUG EOTS. 

LAND ROVERS and STATION WAGONS 

- - 
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Htre a 

VOLKSWAGEN CAMPiNG CAR 
TRAVEL ANYWHERE CQMFORTABCV AND CHEAPLY 

N O  ACCOMMODATION WORRIES 

- 

SpecLIists in: 

+ BROILED LOBSTER 
* SEAFOOD, GRILLS and 
* ORIENTAL DISHES 

Open e veryda y including Sundays 
and Public Holidays. 

P.O. Box 45774, 
Tel. 20491. 

CABRAL ST. NA'IRORG K E N Y A  

Esso House, Mama N g ~ n a  Street. 
P.O. Box 40077. Phone: 2523 1. 

W O R L D ' S  E N D  
ny A.H. FIRMIN 

k lsa svsilabte a wide selection of: 

Original Paintings 

Visit Kenya, Africa 
and 

Stay at 

Hotel corn9py 
Ksiyo R d ,  OH Forest and Kolobot Road 

P.O. Box 20320, Nairobi, Kenya 1 * Fully renovated to 
International Standard 

* Comfortable rooms with 
attached bath and telephone 

( 'Quiet and relaxed 
su rrou ndi ngs 

* Car Hire, Tours, Safaris to 
Game Parks and places of 
interest arranged I 1 

For Enquiries and Reservations: 
Telephone: Nairobi 25753, 

write P.O. Box 20320, NAIROBI, Ke 



to Adventure 

The tour of YOUR choice i s  with 

rhino safaris Itd. 
TOUR OPERATORS-CAR H I R E  

assured knowledge based on years of 
RESERVATION 1 OLIOTATION - For ynur rnrrvcv~vnce reservsllon 
and QUOtatrOfl c ~ n I r e 5  are CSlabllShed a t  

experience, provides the one-day excursion 
or ten-day safari t ha t  will meet your own 

N A I R 0 & I (Kenya1 
Na~robr H~lton Pt~one 78107 25.119 POBOX 48023 Na~rob exacting requirements. 

Cables Rhnnoc~mp Twrx 2 ? P I  We have built up a comprehensive transport 
M l L A  N ( I ta ly)  

Torte Velasra 3 8 - 20122 hllldn P t i o n ~  W9Jl12?. P44 '5 
fleet of buses and cars, self-drive o r  chauffeur 

Cables Rh~nnm~l  T P ~ P X  79394 dr iven ,  in an organisation geared to  cope 

L O N D O N  (Eqg'arr,l~ 
not only with our own very wide variety of 

Rh~no Safar~s  ~ t r l  1 7 5  P~cad~lly Lot~don W I V  ~ D B  scheduled tours, b u t  also wi th  the  special- 
England ised requirements of both large groups and 

the  individual. 

v 

I 

Swim in the troprcal surroundings of our pool. Go horse riding. Play tennls. 
I Have a massage In our slrmmrng c11nlc. Have a Ilutter ~n our Casino 

0 

By day a d  by night, ~ t ' s  all at the Safari ParkHotel. X 
h - 
(C LL 

Box 45038, telephone Ruaraka 231 I ,  261 1,24S3,2494. u 



ALAN BOBBE'S BISTRO 
A Restaurant of International repute 
Galtex Hww, Koinange Stmet, Nairobi, Kenya. 

Lunchan: Mondays Thm. Fridays. Dinnets: Mondays Thru. Saturdays 

For table resenations Phone: 21 1 52 and 24945. Closed Sundays. 

The Bistro is  small, but very very good, 
and i s  now gently airconditioned 
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Why, hopefully, 
Kenya banned 
the curio trade 

by JOHN EAMES 

THERE has been an iateresttng debate here recently on the 
subject of " Th~Kettya We [Vo'lltrt". This was thc government 
reviewiag fourteen years of remarkab le  progress since 
Independence and deciding to kcep it going in the same 
economic and political directions. 

Every Kenyan is doing wclI, more or 1-9, and the suggestion 
i s  that all the country needs is an improved social "ethic" 
-presumably a fairer distribution of wealth but also 
m o r e  integrity, consciencc, decency, honour, etc. in the 
national character. 

For which reason-or so we like to think-the government 
has banned the blatantly corrupt trade in wildlifc "pro- 
ducts" as From March rzth. Around 230 dealers in skins, 
ivory and wild animal *'curiosw arc currcntIy off-loading 
at up to sixty percent discounts since any remaining stocks 
ate  liable to be confiscated. 

It coeld be that before the deadline they'll be dving the stuff 
away-if they can find any takers ibr remnant bits of the 
national elephant herd, for instance, which has been reduced 
from 157,ooo in 1973 to about 65,000 at t h e  end of last year. 

M o s t  of this die-off is said to be from a poachingicxport 
enterprise estimated to have robbed the Kenya economy 
of as much as K63.5 million (about 8.75 million dollars) 
a year in foreim exchange. 

A Few ~r~~:~ervationists have been keeping private books on 
the trade, or specifically the activities of certain main 
deaZers operating-as one American environmental lawyer 
put it-"with the compIicity of government officials in 
circumventing Rovernmcnt laws on wildlife conservation 
and foreign trade". 

T h e  ivory account fo r  the four years, 1973-1976, showed an 
export of a minimum 1,218 metric tons, recorded as imports 
mostly by Honr Rong and Japan. 

But the figures on Kenya's Customs and Excise books add 
up to 564 tons which means that documents for well over 
six hundred tons wcnt missing from t h e  files and, more 
to t h e  point, were aIso lost on the w a y  to the Central Bank 
o f  Kenya. 

I't could be that the cash received from the sale o f  this un- 
recorded export, say S17 million, was repatriated. Rut 
this would have depended on the integrity, social con- 
science, etc. of the dcalers. 

However, most of the ivory consignment from Kenya since 
,1973 was legal in the sense that ir almost certainly wasn't 
smuggled out. It was shipped openly by rcputablc carriers 
like British Aizwsys and Sabena on the basis of Cull export 
documentation from, among others, the Chief Licencing 
Ofices at the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife. 

rn thcory, and by virtue of the export permits, a11 the Ivory 
had been properly obtained from government stocks 
amassed from natural elephant mortality, anti-poaching 
and game control operations. There was no other source 
since the government banned private commerce in ivory 
fram 1973. 

The difficulty far conservationists was in reconciling this 
with their own calculations of the elephant die-off. 



ANY visitor wishing to see large 
carnivores will not be disappointed 
by a tour of  Ngorongoro Crater and 
Serengeti National Park. But which 
ones are seen-and how many- 
depends on a number of factors. 

The picture 1s complex and illustrates 
the ~mportance of looking at more than 
one species in more than one habitaf 
over a long period. One might call rhe 
predator picture the v ~ c w  from the rop of 
the ecological pyramid, and the entire 
pyramid must be considered if one is to 
understand how they perch there. 

The  situation in Ngorongoro Crater 
prov~des a clear cxamplc. The caldera 
Roar has many springs, swamps, pools, 
open plains, some forest and srnalI river. 
It is a small bur varied and rich hab~tat 
rhat supporrs a dense permanent popu- 
lation of wildebeest. zebra. eazelles. 
buffalo, kongoni, eland'and reedbuck, plus 
small numbers of a variety of other gra- 
zers such as warthog and waterbuck. 
With cover, water and abundant prcy, I[ 

is a perfect situation for predators. In- 
deed, one can sce many lions and hyenas 

CHEETAH-Phom: Gtorge W .  and Lory Ifirhisorr Franre. 

on the Crater Roor, hut some other large 
carnivores are conspimousl y absent, na- 
me1 y cheetah and wild dogs. 

This is because predators not only have 
to catch thelr prey, they must also be 
able to eat ~ t ,  end some predators are 

> < - T m ! J m q  
especially adept at  saving themselves 
some work bv stealinr kills from others. 
Lions and hienas are-the most success- 
ful predator; in the crater becausc they 
are so big or well-organized that they can 
take kills from all other predators, includ- 
ing one another. They are atso fully 
capable of hunting and killing any of the 
ungulate species that  livc in the crater. 
The other predators found there, such as 
leopard, serval, jackals and bat-cared 
foxcs, survive either by being solitary and 
secrczivc, or by living on small prey and 
thus  avoiding competition with lions and 
hyenas. 

At present the crater holds about loo 
lions and 480 hycnas. The first number 
comes from our two year study of the 
lion population, all of whose members 
we can recognize individually. The a- 
timate for hyenas comes from a recent 
census (August, r977) and differs little 
from the 470 estimated to live in the 
crater during Hans Kruuk's study there m 
1965-67. Their number seems to have 
been fairly constant ovcr the past decade, 
and lions have remaincd around loo in 
number for a t  Ieast two gears. However, 
in 1963 the lion population was reduced 
ro about 20 individuals by a pIague of 
bloodsucking flies (Stornoxys calcttrons); 

since then they have built up their popu- 
lation to what may be close to  the maxi- 
mum density. 

The small predators that prey on in- 
sects (e.g. 5at-eared foxcs) or small rod- 
cnrs (e-g. scrvals) are quitc easy lo see rn 
the  crarcr as rhcy are very tarnc,.but h e  
few leopards are seldom seen for they 
are nocturnal and avoid open country 
where their hills could be taken by lions 
and hyenas. 6or the same reason rhe few 
cheetahs and wild dogs rhat visit the 
crater seldom stay long; they cannot 
compete successfully with the lions and 
hycnas for long. 
The prcdator picrure in Ngorongoro 

Crater is one of high density of certain 
species, vigorous competition and relatrvc 
stability. I n  contrast, Serengwi presents a 
most intriguing puzzle. The balance of 
the different species varies more berween 
areas and across time than in Ngoro- 
ngoro. 1:ortunately the studies of many 
scientists pasr and present at the Sere- 
ngcti Research Instrtute have provided 
pieces of rhc puzzle. We will refer particu- 
larly to informarion collecred by Sch- 

aller (The Sereneeri Lion, 19721, Kmuk 
(The Spotted J+yara, 1972) L. Frame, 
J. Malcolm and H. van Lawick (unpub- 
lished data on wild dogs), G.  Pramc (data 
on the cheetah population) and our own 
lion studies, but we wish to acknowledgc 
our indebtedness to all orher members 
of the Institute, particularly those who 
were involved in the Ecological Moni- 
toring Programme and co1lectc.d data on 
herbivore numbers and burning and 
rainfall. 

Seveml grazing ungujates in Serengeti 
have shown dramatic population increases 
over the pasr ten years, as Jeremy 
GrimsdeI1 has described elsewhere in this 
issue. Increases in the numb~rs of wildc- 
beest and buffalo might scduce one into 
the conclusion that there would be an 
automatic increase in the number of large 
Serengeti predators. It is not so simple. 
More than eighty per cent of Screngcti's 
ungulates are migrarory; chis means tlmt 
such animals as wildebeest, zebra, eland 
and tomrnief are simply not available for 
about half the year to resident pred- 
ators such as lion?,. Even the nomadic 



WARTHOG: an important dry-seasorr prey for Serengeri Iion. Photo: David Byctttr. 

lions (not artached ro a resident pride) 
do not follow thc migratory prey species 
throughout the whole of their range. 
Hyenas arc known to follow the migratory 
herds for up ro 40 km then return to their 
dens, but hyenas are primarily plains 
dwellers and do not choose to follow 
the prey far into the tsetse ridden wood- 
lands. Both cheetah and wild dom have 
huge ranges and foltow certain migratory 
prey to some extent. Thus, different prcd- 
ators depend on different prey species at 
different times of year. 

Tn order to clarify the picture for Iions 
and to determine their population trends 
we tried to  find all the lions in the area 
around the middIe of the Park (Seronera) 
and on plains and adjacent strips of wood- 
land. We essenriaHy covered the same 
area thac SchalIer did whm he studied 
lions here in 196L1969. T e  found that 
the number of resident prides (that is, 
the breeding unit made up of related fe- 
males and their young and any attached 
adult males) had increased from about 
18 ten years ago to about 28 now. The 
most intriguing finding was that there 
were several new prides living out on the 
Serengeti plains, where no prides livcd 
all year round 10 years aga. 

We carefuIly examined the possible 
reasons why resident l~ons  have increased 
and colonised new areas and found rwo 
major facrors operating:- 

# There are now more prey resident 
on both the plains and in the woodlands; 
and 

Therc has been an extension of 
resident prey and even some migratory 
prey animaIs onto the plains durlng dry 
season. This larter factor is due to m 
increase in rainSall on the plains during 
dry season wer the last five years. Thus 
thc increases Ln res~dent prey (such as ropi, 
warthog, buffalo) provide I~ons with more 
food a11 year around and this has led to 
an increase in cubs surviving to sub-adult- 

4 HYENA: Fierc~ compeh'timr in the dry season with 

hood (2-4 years) and to more sub-adults 
staying with the pride for a longer period. 
Mso the spread of animaIs onto the plains 
during dry season due to increased rainfall 
has allowed more lions co live ;here as res- 
ident breeding units rather than as nomads. 

Finding these Increases in lion numbers 
we were eager to learn of any changes in 
the hyena popuIation over she past years. 
A sarnplc connt of hyenas nn the pIains 
in May (the end of wet seasun) gave a 
population estimate of around 3,303. Ten 
years ago Kruuk estimated that  there were 
just over 2,000 hyenas on the plains during 
the wet season (and up to 3,000 for the 
entire Serengeti ecosystem). Thus ihere 
arc  now more hyenas than In the past. 

The increases and extended distribu- 
tion of lion? and hyenas has coincided 
with the increase in dry season rainfall 
which bas allowed both resident and 
migratory herbivore species to live in 
small numbers on the plain all  year round. 
Lions have probabIy benefited most from 
thc changes in resident prey, hyenas from 
increases in both resident and migratory 
P"Y. 

The  healthy population of cheetahs 
on the Serengeti plains reported by G. 
Emme (pers. CORIWI.)  i s  probably duc to 
sirn~lar reasons. Increased survival of 
cheetah cubs and adults may result nor 
only from an expanded population of 
gazelles but also from a greater avaiIabity 
of cover and less loss of litters due to the 
reduction in grass-burning over the 
past ro ywrs. 

Decreased burning has also promoted 
regencratlon of woodland and brush 
which provides cover for leopards and 
small carnivores such as serval. We have 
not noticed any changc in the number of 
leopards around Seronera, but the thick 
brush definitely makes them harder to 
see. More brush and presumablg more 
small rodents and browsers may well 
have beneficed medium and small waod- 

wild dog. Phrrro George W, and Lory Herbison E 

land carnivores (A. Geasrsmna, pers. 
comm for servals; R. Senaota, small 
mammals). Therc is some indication that 
the numbers of silver-backed lackals has 
increased at Ndutu wherc therc has been 
no burning for approximately 5 years 
( P .  L). Muehlnrail, pels. conmr.) 

T h e  only predarors which seem to have 
suff'cred a decreasc ovcr the past ten 
ycars are wild dogs living on the plains. 
(Tltere are no reliabb jjgrlves for. wood- 
land I i v i n ~  dogs.) The numbers of adults 
living on the plains has shown a decline 
from around I 10 in 1970 to only 30 at 
present. Packs are fewer and smaller and 
pup survival has been very lorv. This 
decrease i s  due in part to shooting and 
canine distemper in the pas1 but recent 
hardships have been imposed by competi- 
tion with other large carnivores, partic- 
ularly hyenas. With an average of' only 
thrcc adults per pack, hunting is more 
dificult, especially when there arc pups 
in a den requiring constant prorcction 
from hyenas. Dunng wer season whcn 
there 1s plenty of migratory prey thc hyena 
density on the plains almost equals the 
high density in Ngorongoro whcre wild 
dogs also cannot cornpet e succcssfull y. 

At prcsent, visitors ro Scrcngcri can see 
a marvellous variety and abundance o f  
prey and predator species, but scattered 
over and sometimes hiddcn in the unique 
and varied habitats: open grasslands, 
kopies, rlver systems, hills, woodlands. 
Away from tourist areas some predators 
are shy but all glimpses are worrhwhile 
In the context of understanding thc 
fascinating balances in the environment. If 
the clirnau: rcvejts to drier dry seasons, 
or burning is resumed on a targc scale, 
or the unguIates are diminished by 
disease or habitat destruction, the plcture 
will surely change. Such a complex and 
dynamic puzzle is a challrnge for all 
persons concerned wirh the understand- 
ing and conservation of wildlife. 

rrame. 11 













a raiIway passing through the northern 
boundary and plans for two roads t h o u g h  
the southern areas. The pristine wilder- 
ness of the Sdous i s  slowiy being opened 
up! This can hencfit tourist access but 
could also bring settlement and easv 
movement of poachers! 

I have mentioned thc huge Rufij~ 
River which flow< through the Selous. In 
rhe north of the Reserve it makcs a right 
angle bend ro turn to the coast and ru- 
shes through a narrow chasm-Steig- 
ler's Gorge. A perfect site for a dam, and 
now, afrer years of study a dam is due 
to be built before 1990. This will create 
a lake of some 1,500 sq. kms. in a dry 
rocky arca of the Selous and could wcll 
be a major asset for tourist development 
and for the divcrsity of habitats and 
animals. But, without careful planning, 
there could be a mass of fishing villagcs 
and attendant settlement down thc back 
bone of the Selous, and the wilderness 
as I have seen privileged to know it, wilI 
be hished .  

Planning should take account o f  the 
resource? of thc Selous, both the real and 
the potential values; ecological, scicn- 
titic and financial. The SeIous, with rts 
size and diversitv of habitats and species 
acss as a huge ecoiogicai rcscrvoir and 
genetic store house. I t  is a land and reso- 
urce bank for the future. Ecological'ly 
and scientifically it is unlque and large 
enough to  take experimental ecological 
studles. The Selous acts as a w~ldlife 
reservoir for surrounding villagers, who 
could crop animals In adjacent buffer 
areas. With cfficienr ivory coIIecrion, the 
Sclous couId yicld some ao million shiI- 
lings worth of ivory per year from nn- 
tural mortality alone. Experiments wirh 
helicopters In 1974 showed we could 
recover over ro,oooj- worth every hour! 
The potential for tourism is immense, 
the North-east corner being close to Uar 
es Salaam and containing some of the most 
magnificent wildlife country in East 
Africa. Two tounsr camps exist a t  pre- 
sent. but there is a porential demand for 
much more. Up until 1973 the Selous 
was utilised for tourist sport hunting, pro- 
viding considerable revenue fo very 
little capital outlay. 

As hunting was organised en a strict 
block and quota syszern, off-take rates 
were ncglible. More animals were killed 
by vchiclcs and trains in National Parks 
than were shot in the SeIous in I972! As 
much of the Reserve i s  inaccessible to 
ordinary rowism such as hunting, Iand 
use is perfectly suifed to the Selous, 
indeed there is little alternative! Tf hunt- 
ing werc restored, the network of tracks, 
arrstrips and Terrtis that used to criss- 
cmss rhe rescrvc could be maintained 
again and management and unti-poch- 
ing could be morc effective. 

Although the Selous i s  six per cent of 
Tanzania, nobody expects ~t to con- 
tribute six per cent of the country's 
income, but rt  should pay i t s  way. Con- 
servation is bccoming expensive with 
vast increases in salaries, fueI and vehicIe 
costs in the last few years. Only when the 
Selous Game Reserve is self-supponing 
can it be judged to  be really viable and 
able to hold its a w n  with competing 
forms of land use. Until then the future of 
this magnificent and dnique game area 
remains unsecured. 

W. A. RODGERS 
Department of Zoology, 

University of Dar cs Salaam, 
formerlv Game Research Officer, 

Selous Gamc Reserve, 
rg66-1g?S. 

A NEW DIMENSION 
TO THE SERENGETI 

ABOVE the hoiuon, too many 
stars shed a greenish glow; M o w  it, 
gray termite mounds sit lumpish m 
the pIains. Into the edge of small 
screen, two hyenas trot with tails 
raised, then two more; one pauses 
and mouths a wildebeest skull, which 
gleams dully in thc short grass.  
I relcase the trigger, and the irnage 
fades. The stars return to the i r  
normal number and the plains to 
blackness, and the crunch of bones is 
the only clue to the reality outside 
the 1,andrnver. 

The instrument is an image inrensi- 
her, or starlight scope. It amplifies 
exisring light tens of thousands of timcs, 
producing a small television-like image 
on all but completelv overcns1 nights. 
When the insrrumcnt was first de- 
classified, some models came with insttuc- 
tions detailing how to  destroy them 
to prevent their falling into enemy hands; 
now; they comc without crosshairs, 
and an increasing number of biologists 
are using them for less bellicose pur oseq 

A decade ago, any nocturnar c&t 
less obvious than a wildebeests herd 
rtampeded on a moonlit night was near- 
ly impossible to document. Now i t  is 
possible to watch the hunts which fail- 
thc bushbuck lying in rall grass, un- 
detected by the searching hyena--or to 
concentrate on the great array of incon- 
spicuous animals, such as (zn rw j r  own 
~tirdies) the bat-eared fox, the aardwolf, 
and the white-tailed mongoose. Now it 
is the availability nT careme, not light, 
which limits the collection of held data 
a t  night. 

Night adds a new dimension to the 
Screngeti, emphasising cven more than 
the day its vast diversity and richness. 
This year 1.3 million wildebeest-the 
largest number ever recorded-arc migrar- 
ing h u g h  the short-grass plains, 
and other large herbivores continue to 
increase in number as wcll. These ani- 
mals are all acrive end visible at night, 

continued overleaf 
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and many actually prefer to grxx then, 
for rhcv are less subject to heat stress, 
and m y  obtain water from dew condensing 
on the grass. 

While some Sercn~et i  herbivores, like 
oryx. have physiological adaprarions 
which allow them ro remain active through 
the heat of midday, most do not. Some 
like the eland,, prefer to graze at night; 
and only at nrght do hippos and spring 
hares emerge from the cool of tlirir 
wallows or hurrows. 

Darkness also favours the hunter. 
Hans Kruuk and Gcorgc Schaller, 
working at thc Serengeti Reseach Insti- 
tute in the latc 1960~, first demonstraccd 
that Iargc predators, too, are morc active 
at night-that hyenas can be eficicnt and 
deadly rioctunal hunters, and that 
stalkc by lions are morc common and 
morc succe~~ful by night. Continued 
studies of these and others carnivores 
in the Serengcti havc confirmed this 
picture or nocturnal a c t i v i ~  (and 
social interaction), which contrasts 
sharply with the daytimc Irthnrgyso often 
wimrsscd by tourirts. 

Yct  it may be less conspicuous nw- 
turnai  evenrs which are ecologically the 
most crucial ones. An apparcnt paradox 
involving the current record wilde- 
beesr numbers may illustrate that t h ~ s  
year'< long rainy season produccd a 
record graw crop, Far more than her- 
bivorcs were able to eat. Haw can the 
Serengeti continue to support expanding 
w ~ l d e b m t  populations ond occans of 
grass ? 

The key to this great productivity 
Iies not so much in unusual soil fertility 
or fmourablc climate as in rhc rxls- 

tcnct: in the Screngeti of means for the 
rapid and e f i c i m t  transfer of nutrients 
berween orgmlsms, their recycling 
from plant to animal and back again. 
Tall grass does not remain standing, 
dry and unpalatable, and thus un- 
availnble to  antelope and zebra. Tcrmites 
come out ar niphr and harvest the dead 
grass stalks, while mice and gerbils find 
the seeds. Dung does not lie on the sur- 
face, an uncxploired and unexploitable 
fertilizer; dung bcrrles find and bury it. 
Nutricnrs arc thus returned either to 
the soil-where they can again bc convert- 
cd to plant growth-r directly to  
animals, such as the small carnivores 
which eat mice, termites and beetIes. 
Most insects and small mammals involved 
in t h ~ s  rccycIing process are acrirrepsimarily 
ar nrght. So, too, are the small arnivorr j  
which eat thcm, and rhese f o m ~  an 
enormousiv divcne array; the small 
cats, such ns servals and mracal, which 
stalk mice and other s d l  prcy in tall 
grass and bush; thc subtly-marked 
African wild cat which don thc samc in 
open areas; the bat-earcd fox and thc fox- 
likc white-tailed mongoosc, which 
rrack down crickets or snatch becrlcs 
from rhe air; omnivoraus ~naskcd-and 
spotted civct; thc graceful, elongated 
genets, which hunt likc cats but arc re- 
lared to  the mongooses; the aardwolf, 
related to [he hycna but with tcerh and 
build spccializcd for hun t~ng  surface- 
foraging termite%, and the aardvark, with 
rna=,<ive claws tor t h ~  destruction of 
termite mounds and related to nothing a t  
all. These and other small animals provide 
the pathways and contruI the rates of 
nurrient recycling within the Sercngeti 
ccosvstern. 

l ~ f I I ~ ~ 1 4 / ~ ~ ' l :  Bi' ,\'iG{fT /or ;h4 ~ i ; ~ ~ , r , 4 ? ~  7 ' 1   lor I \ ~ ~ { I J W L I  {.> ~ ~ I ~ I M O J ~ I ~ ~  tlr L V I , ~ ~  ~f u 
Poodltr warer-hole ar a lodge like Y'hr Ark 171 Ket ip ' l  Aberdare~  .Vat~nrral IJurk. Rtrf the 
phorogruphic resvlts ore ohen specrac!ilar, Iika rhis seguztice of on tmrtrcces~ftll sralk of a 
btlshbrrck by a young leopurd. The photographer was Clrfford L. Jonex who used a Canon 
F I camern (1011-2000 mm zoom), exposing ar 1115rh ~econd on I/fordHP4film, rared A S A 
125. The distance from ?he camera ro rhe subject was about IS yards-R. J. Psickett. 

I STOCK-TAKING 1 E 

THE article below i s  comprised of 
extracts from an "interim Report on 
the Status o f  Elephants in Kenya'' 
by Dr KES HLLLMAN. This report 
was prepared for the IUCN "Elephcmt 
Group," directed in Africa hy Drs 
fain Dou~las-Hamilton and Harvey 
Croze. 

About a 
fifty 

since 

"PEOPLE talk ar if rhe ivory trade 
Africa were inexhart.rsabIe. . . . . Ler me 
SI))PPIY menrim sr fucr. In my sojoirrn qf 
Id  monrhr duriw which I pu.rsed mer an 
immense area of rhe Great Lakes region-I 
nwer once saw a single elephant. Twmry 
years u p  rhey roamed over rhose countries 
rmmolesred and now rlrey have heen almo~r 
trtcerly exrerminated". (Thornson, r 879-SO). 

Thus fears of elephant exterminations 
have been expressed bcforc! 
It would seem that at the end of the 
last century, elephant numbers in 
East Africa were at a low ebb after 
which-with the introduction of pro- 
tective legislation-the records 
indicate an overaI1 incrcase until 1970. 
Since then, howcver, the elephant 
population in Kenya has declined 
rapidly. 

PI haselinc figure of between 150,000 and 
16~~000 in 1973  ha^ k e n  used ra compare 
wirh recent figures as this was nn official 
estimate proposed at a seminar under the 
auspiccs of the Kenya Game Department, 
thsn the national wildlift authority. 

To an extent, thc estimate may have 
been based on 1970 data, buc allowing for 
this our present munt of between 65,000 
and 75,000 eiephant left in Kcnya repre- 
sents ac least a fiftv pcr cent die off in five 
years. 

A number of factors are potential 
causes of the decline: 

Increased human activities in areas 
bordering narional parks and reserves 
can have the effect of confining too many 
r!cphants in too srnalk spacc. In this 
situation, aggravated by climatic stress 
such as drou~hts ,  they may use vegetation 
faster than it  -can regeneraie, thus destroy- 
ing their own food resource. Tsavo is thc 
classic example, where more than 6,ooa 
elephant died in these conditions of 
ovcr-comprmsion and Inbitat dcgcneration 
in r 9701 I .  

corm'nued a page 20 
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KENYA BANS TRA9lE 
' SOCIETY'S 

NOTES 
Compiled by 
Stephen Cobb 
- - - - - 

IN hia Independence Day speech, the 
President o r  Kenya, Pis Excellency 
Mzec Jomo Kcnyatta, surprised 
Kenyan conservationists with his 
decision to give thc curio shops three 
months to wind up their trade in all 
wildlife products. 

Since profcssiond hunting was 
banned in May 1977, the Kenyan 
press has been bursting with lettcrs 
and editorials u r g n ~  rhis move. It 
is what everyone seemed to want 
and the Presidenr is to be congra- 
tulated most warmly on the decision, 
A major loophole is now clostd. 

The mrnbinarion of thc hunting ban 
and rhe cessallon in trade in w~ldllic 
products does no1 mlkc for an entlrcly 
straightfor!vard conservatton situatioil 
however. 

i n  many areas, particularly on prlvatc 
ranches and on group ranches in Mnasal- 
land, wildlife exploitation, in the form of 
hunting, was an important and inrrcgral 
part of multiple land-use plans. Hunting 
concessions were for many ranchers a 
major source or rcvenuc. As this, source 
of revenue dried up, so too has any incen- 
tive to kecp the gamc alive. 

On Galana ranch, for example, for 
which hunting was an extremely lucrarive 
form of Iand-use in addition to cattle 
ranching, lr  uscd to be worthwhile to  
employ a fair-sized anti-poach~ng force. 
Wildlife i s  now worth nothing to the 
ranch, so rhcrc has been no ~ncentive to 
keep up the expensive anti-poaching 
operation. Far from be~ng the way ro 
save thc game, the hunrlng ban may bc 
the quickest way, on placcs like GaFana 
Ranch, of wiping it out al~ogethcr. 

Wirh rhu countless contrary pressures 
facing it, wild7ilc crcarlv has to pay its 
way, particularly in an economy such as 
Kenya"$. Tour~s t  viewing activities arc 
clearly not thc only way In which it can 
do so. 

Let us hope that the current dual ban 
is used by thc C'rovcrnmenr not only as 
time to clamp dawn on the widespread 
poaching rn the country and on the illegal 
trading activirics which will doubtless 
now bc forccd underground and abroad, 
but also a s  time to plan integrated ways 
of using wildlife outside thc National 
Parks. 

.There is alro, oJ course a srronR 
c o w l s e r - a r ~ u ~ n e ~ t r  to all t h i s  ptrt Jorwurd 
many rimes 111 she magazbc-in mernbers' 
Ictterx and ~dirorinl  cnnrriblttions. 

*,+'i*$$ a A a .* a * .  , 

i .+ ., , .s 

IVORY 
lVORY CAIWINGS 

IVORY JEbVA3LLERY 

ExsmrialFy rhis is the w i e w  rhat wildlift. 
*'utilisation"-other ?halt usrnr ir  jor r h ~  
relarlvel-y hurrnlcss busiric~s of fo7rrism- 
redrrcer m marc wild* " k ~ l l i n ~ " .  This 
rrray nor necessnriIjr he a bud ~ h i t p ,  prowl- 
dtd rhur, she killrrly JOY "pracr~cal" or 
"cconrom~c" be~tcfir i r  stricrljr conrrolled, 
srricrly ilr rhc nurronal (mther rhan any 
nfinvrcry) jnruresr. 

I f  these conditio7ts couId be assurcd. 
all brlr the most se?lrtrnenral cnerrr- 
wotionisrs worrld srlpport the priljciple of wild- 
Iife payinc i ~ s  ruay men wirh carcasses. 
However, the vim~'s of people ~f~rmdamsnrul~~~ 
ajiairtsr wrkilift utilisution I S  that ptrJ~lapr I ~ I C  

Ranw anintalr shoidd be [eft alone irr Kznyo 
for a whi l e :  as the M i n i r t e r   aid they ttlced 
a ''brearh~ng .rpuce" befitre anorhcr bnrir of 
"man-n~~~~agemarr?".  Editor 

.$L:L'LL.kL\ 101 / / I L *  i y ' ! /L / l>  ?, f , / l l h ,  ( I /  !<i.rf~d 
prorcrr t~ruvci~ luvr Ju ly  ircc pngs ulrl)- 
picrztrrs: Marior~ Knplurr. About, i t f t:  The 
krrock-rlorn~r clearonc~. uf "c~rrror'"--a sanrpl~v 
ad. 



New Life members 
The Socicty has pleasurc !n welcoming 

the following new L~fc  members. 

Life Donor Members 
Australis 
Dr. J, Holt 
Mrs. J. Holt 

Life Ordinary Members 
AustraIia 
Paul Roeseler 
Mr. and Mrs. H. C. A. Simpson 

Botswana 
Mrs. E. E. R r i d d e ~  
Canada 
Roberr H. Wmd 
West Germany 
Mr. Wolfgang Doering 

Italy 
Prof. Faolo Gaio & Family 

Kenya 
M, S. J. Collins 

Udted Kingdom 
Mr. F. Beeftink 
CoI. Tom Hall 
Dr. John Henshaw 

United States of America 
Mrs. Helen Aprca 
Ms. Mary Baclin 
Mr, Chris McBride 
Mr. Donald E. PIorde 
Richard B. Russell 
Mr. C. L. Wainwright, Jr. 
Mr. Richard S. Westeman 
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1 Fond-raising for the Society --I 
ASSORTED small sums have been 
received by the Society from the dedi- 
cated and energetic cfforts of Members 
in vanous parts of thc States. These 
include: 

es260.75 raised by Mr. Ernie Chew, 
Director of rhe Botanical Gardens at 
San Diego Zoo. He led an EAWLS tour 
in East Africa and as a renulc joined the 
Society. He used ro $ivc plants from the 
Zoo to its employees, but now he sells 
them at 25 cents each and gives the prafit 
to the Society. The next stcp is to sclI 
them at a dollar each ! 
.5rrm.05 raised at a special showing of 

sl~des by the Travcl Agencies of Grecn- 
wich, Connccticur. The meeting, organi- 
scd by Bud Lazareth and Rea Lipp of 
TAG and attended by Davld Scharffer 
(British Airways) and Petcr Muiruri 
(Kenya Tourist Ofice) was a great 
succcss and the moncy was raised in the 
form of a onc doIlar contribution given to 
the Society by each person present at the 
meeting. 

m%so.oo received through the Elsa Wild 
Animal Appeal, from a confriburor to 
that organisation anxious to ensure the 
"protection: of the  African lions". There 

are several lion proiects in East Africa 
at prcsent (Arnboscli, Serengeti and 
Ruwenaori) and maybe the Socsety will 
channel the money into onc of those. 
(The futurc of thc lions in Africa is cur- 
rrntly fairly rccrrre, whilrt nvrrsraa ir i s  
mind-boggl~ng. Safari Parks in Britain 
have had such success in breeding captive 
l~ons that there s!: now a glut of  them: 
fully grown lions are changing hands 
3t L5 cach.) 

To a11 these contributors, of both time 
and money, the Society remains ex- 
tremely grateful. 

G. S. P. 
U.S. residents visiting East Africa may 
wish to rake advantage of rhe U.S.Cus- 
toms Serv~ce's C'reneralised Sytem of 
Preferences Schernc. This  is designed to 
encourage purchases in developing count- 
ries to assist thc foreign exchanjie situa- 
t~ons in thosc countr~es. In a word, 
almost anything you may wish to buy 
as a tourist in East Afr~ca (except cerrufn 
wildlife C F ~ ~ ~ O S ,  of C O U ~ S E )  may be imported 
duty-free back into the States. Your 
nearest U.S. Customs Ofice, or U.S. 
Embassy will have dctails, as does thc 
Society's Ofice  in Nairobi 

There's a wealth of choice items on salein the Society's Gilt Shop 
and An Gallery. 
Everything from jewellery for the most sophisticated taste to the 
popular key rrngs, ties and decals: carvings. bat~ks and srt~facts; 
prints paintings and sculptures by lead~ng national and ~ntornarional 
artists ; wildlife books, journals and magazines: Chrtstmas cards 
and calendars. 
Originat pa~ntings and reproductions by David Shepherd, Guy 
Coholeach, Ralph Thompson, Talbot Kelly, Iris Darnton. Joy 
Adamson. Rena Fennessy. Bob Kuhn. Phrlip Lasz, Kim Brooks 
etc. Send for brochuraJs on Christmas Cards Calendars; Prints: 
David Shepherd prints; and gift items for sate. 

Annual Subseriptlonn 
KShs. U'SS C 

Flesidenr E.A. 60,'- 
O~dinary Ovarseas 120/- 15-05 8. 
Fam~ly Mernbersh~p 1601- 20.00 I f .  
Corporate l.OOO/- 125.00 67. 

Ordinary 
, Donor 

The Society's Gift Shop and Art 
'?,af!ery in the NairoS1 Hltton 

As e member 01 the Society you will receiva a years' subscrlptroo 
to the Soclsty's Eaar African ' w l l d l ~ e  rnsgamne 

Diners Club Barclay Card Arner~can Express 
1 I - . r - - - - - - r r  

Please enrol ms ss a 
1 

I 
member 

I 
I enclose I 

I 

PInmrm make c h m u ~  mvable to 

OFFICES, ART GALLERY & GIFT SHOP IN NAIROBI HILTON 

PRlVATE BIIG, NAIROBI, KEMYA 



ONE of the most persistent and 
disturb in^ items OF news in rhc Kenya 
Press has been a running battle with 
Somali Eangs. Every coup'tc or  weeks 
there i s  a shoot-aut of some kind, 
with as many as seven Somalis 
reported killcd on one occasion. 

'The rcports come from a11 over North- 
eastern Kenya, bur Tsavo Nnrional Park 
has also been n main battie-ground. 
T h e  sophic~~mtcd wenpons of thc gangs 
indicatc a purpose other than the krIling 
of rvildlifc, bur the dcl~berarc desrmction 
of anilnal~ hy thcse people has been a 
causc for grcaL concern. 

TIIC Wildlifc Conscrration and Manage- 
menr I>epartrncnt's anti-poaching unit 
ar Isiolo 1s doing what ~t can withm 
thc limits of its modest strength and 
lire-porvcr. i t  worts of course in co- 
operarion with the Kenyan armed forces 
xvhich, withour a great deal of publicity 
for obvious rcasons, IS Sully operational 
against the gangs. However, solely nn thc 
basis a€ rhc Prcss rcports-the activities 
of these gangs is still a cause for concern. 

A cast in point is the death of Ken 
Clark who was first a professional hunter 
a t  thc million-acre Galana Ranch along thc 
eastern horder or Tsavo Ea5t. After thc 
hunting baa in Ma!. last year, he turned 
his attcnt~on to the gangs moving across 
thc ranch. A shoot-our in which at least 
onc Somali was killed led to a reprisal 
ambush and a bullet In the sromach cost 
Ken Clark his Iifr. 

More fortunate was Msjor Eggers 
who survived two bulk1 wounds reccivcd 
after a contact with a car-load OF poachers 
on Kurase ranch south-wcst of Tsavo 
\vest. 

Traditional poaching with poisoned 
arrows was-and is-bad enough, but this 
recent offensive with high-reiocity 
automatic weapons is another more trag~c 
story. Aparr i'rorn the cost in human I~fr, 
i t  has left only a remnant gnmc popuIa- 
tion orcr most of Northcrn Krnra. 

I3owcver, w ~ h  nll thc prescnt countcrac- 
tion of govcrnmcnt-the ban on curios 
as well as increasing aclion in the field- 
the tide may he turning. The recent shon 
rains have becn good and providing [hat 
wildlifc ccascs to hc a pawn In a political 
"powcr game in the norrh, we might 
expcct a slow regeneration there. 

"II'J nor my factory rhar's pollurin~. the b k a .  . . . f r ' ~  all rhore dead flam'n~os." 

PROBLEM FACTORY TO BE MOVED 
UNDER s m g  pressure from thc 
G m a n  loan agency (Kr~dirmxtaJt fur 
Wxederaufburr) which as financing Nakuru's 
new municipal sewage works-and also 
from the World Wildlife Fund-the 
Kenya Government is enginwring the 
movcment of the copal pesticidc Lanory 
from Nakuru to a site at thc Coast. 

With the assurance, the German money, 
which had been withheld, is now being 
released. So the construction of thc 
sewage works is proceding and the t h r m  of 
dust poltutien or of acc~dcntal spillage of 
copper oxychlor~de into Lakc Nekuru is 
at lcast moved. 
Some news i s  good news. 

ANOTEER 'PARADISE' AT RUKWA 
A typographical error in the last issue of 
"Africans" indicared that lain Douglas- 
Hamilton had just counted 41,OGO el- 
cphants in "both parks". The identitv of 
the parks was not disclosed. The rwo in 
question were Ruaha and R u n p a ,  next 
to one another in Central Tanzania. 

More rcccntly, a ccnsus of the cntire 
Rukwa and Karavi region, in Southern 
Tanzania, has confirmed the existence 
of yet anothcr Tanzan~an wildlife paradise: 
enormous popularions of a w ~ d e  rangc of 
species in extremely heautirul, if rather 
inaccessible surrnundingq. 

T h e  furnous topi populations of the 
Rukwa f l~ts  have, however, almost 

disappeared. Lake Rukwa appears to go 
through a cyclical sequcncc of flooding and 
dryina, each cyclc taking approximately 
3n ycars ro complctc. Thc lake level IS cur- 
rcntl!: extremely high, following a succes- 
sion of exceptionnl rains, and thc warer 
has driven thc ropi away from the season- 
ally flooded grasslands into adjacent 
areas on which they do not thrivc and 
whcre, presumably, [hey havc been dying 
in Pargc numbers. 

Their p o d  time will come again: if 
the ev~dence of the laqt hundrcd years 
i s  anything ro go 1 ~ .  The Lakc w11I soon 
start to dry up and rt~e topi will t h r 6 ~ ~  
once more. 

A V k f U l L E  F I D M  f HE EAST AFll lCAM WILD LICE SOC1IITY. 
t.0. 8 0 ~  IM10, UA1R061, KLMVA. BROCHUIIES OM: 
D A V ~  SHEPHERD'S P R I ~ T S  BIRD nnm ~ ~ M A L  PR~NTB CHRFSTMI~ 
CARDS A M O  C A L E M O A A l  OTHER I T E M S  FOR SALE 



unregretted 
death 

project 

OCTOBER 1977 saw the end of Kenya'r 
largcst-cvcr wildlife rearch project. I1 
rook 6 :  ycars, cost the Government and 
UNDF/FAO in excess ot rhree million 
dollars and was died the K ~ n y a  Wildlift 
Maoagcment Projtcl. 

Llkc so many U.N. projects, i t  had 
troubles. Thc original idea was to  dem- 
onstrate to the Maasaf of Kaj~ado District. 
which includes both Nairob~ National 
Park and Arnboscli, that cropping ol 
wi2dlifc on a sustained-yield basis was a 
profitable and therefore-dcsirablc way ol 
urilising wildlift. Unfommarcly, whilc 
therc were a number of people in Nalrob~ 
who might have dcrnonstrated lust this, 
rhr perconnel actually employed to do 
the job of ficld butchtry and mcat-market- 
ing had little cxpcnencc In making such 
an opcration pay. It didn't. 

At  the same rimc, othsr forms of wild- 
life utilisation-such as rourism in the 
area-wcre largely ignorcd by the Project. 

Then d t r r  three years and a mass~ve 
capiral expenditurc, thc Proiect had a 
change of heart--ant of staff-and the 
emphasis shifted to economic appraisals 
oi varlour ur~lisation activities" and 
studies of thc wrldlife and livestock 
populations of Kajiado. 

At a recent Wildlife Research Prior- 
ities Workshop in Nairobi, the final 
results of the  Project were sumrnarisrd, 
And i t  was sad to norc that, after so much 
rrme and money had been spcnt on rhe 
Pro~ect,  a major tluust of the talk at rhr 
workshop was the identifintion of im- 
portant funre  research needs. 

A v o  I p t a p  0 I I I 1 , 1 1  t L ~ d r  clitcrto~~cd by 
Kenya's Attorney-General, CharIcr hrjorrjo, at rlte o p t m i ~  o j  I)av;dK;efh Jones's rxhabrrion 
ro launch Iris book, '*I:uces ojk'cnyo." &I75 was raisadjor the Soclery, which is $elling the 
book at thew ilTo~robi and iUombesa shops. 

GREVY STATUS 
A full (KREMU) report on the sranrs of 
Grevy's Zebra in Kenya, which indicates 
this is not so tenuous as people had 
feared, will appear in the next i~sue  of 
"Africans". So roo will a further report 
on the experimental translocarion of the 
animaIs from the Sarnburu area to Tsavo 
West. 

Meanwhile, the U.S.D.I.'s Fish and 
Wildlife dervicc is considering putring 
Grsvvk and Harrmann's Zebras (from 
So~rrh-Werr Africa) on i ts official En- 
dangercd Species lisr. The  KRBMU 
report, plus work from indcpendenr 
biologists, should help to make i t  clear 
whether or not this i s  an appropriate move. 

FOR SALE 

"An Artist in Af r i c ay9y  David Shepherd 

Liwired Edit ion 

available Td $375. 

Write East African Wild Life Society. 

Eox 20110, Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa. 

A livelier 
Iife for lions 

suburbs 

SHORTLY beforc Christmas, at  leasr 
eighr lions apparently concluded that life in 
Nairobi Narional Park was either too dull 
or too lean-the majority of the herbi- 
vores migrare out of the Park zn the rains. 

Presumably h e y  climbed over the 
fence that protects the city side of the 
Park, and thcn set ahout stirring things 
up in she adjzcent suburb of Langaza. 

After a prizc cow and two, no doubt 
cquaily prized, borscs had been killed and 
eaten by the lions, action was called for. 
Et camc in the Corm af a team headed by 
the Wildlife Department's Veterinarian 
who over a number of days and nights, suc- 
ceeded in tranquillising six of the lions, 
five of which were later released back into 
rhe Park and into Mara Game Reserve 
(one died}. 

So it secms life can still be quite excit- 
ing in Nairobi. 

Official S hop-t a1 k 
DOCUMENTS sent out by the Kenya 
Government's Tourism and Wildlife 
Ministry In recent months have borne 
a covering note, saying: 

With the Comgllments of the Director 
W~ldtifc Conversation and 

Managrmcnt Department 

A31 raIk and no consewatiun-Surely 
not ? 



A case for 
conservation 
planning 

VINCE and CHRIS F A Y m ,  whose 
work on an ecological survey of the 
Ngururnan Escarpment is panially fun- 
dcd by a grant from the Society, have just 
submitted rhcir first, extremely detailed 
Progress Report. An extensive rangc oF 
plants has already been co l le~ed  and 
identified from a wide rang of hah- 
irars; over 1,ooo birds of 80 species hare 
been netted and ringed and more generat 
ecologtcal investigations have been begun. 
I t  is hoped that rhc study will lead to prac- 
tical suggcsrion for rhc conservation and 
tnanagclnent of the area. And this would 
be especially relcvant since the  area is 
likely to be opened up to tourism in thc 
fairly near future-after the construction 
of a road over the Ngununan Escarp- 
ment to link the Mam with Magadi. 

Air crash 
set-back for 
the KREMU 
project 

KENYA'S mast costly wildlife research 
project, the Canadian-sponsored Kenya 
Rangetand Ecological Monitoring Unit 
(KRHMU) suffercd a tragic setback when 
one of ~ t s  thrce Ccssna 185 aircraft crashed 
in the Rift VdIcy near Mt. Longonot in 
November. The Canadian pilot, a Kenyan 
trainee pirot, a driver and a mechanic 
were all killed instmtly. Quite spart from 
the personal tragedies involved, lr has put 
ycr another brake on a Project that has 
never really achieved full momentum. 
W e  hope that the fortunes of the Prolect 
will ~rnprove in the coming year since thc 
results e~pccted of it could be of crucial 
importance to our understanding of rhe 
ovetall wildlifc situation in Kenya. 

Elephant 

Between the 1 s t  and 8th March 1978 the 
sraA of the WWF/New York Zoologi~al 
Society's "Elcphanr Projm" is organismg 
a serles of rvildlifc-oricntcd "happenings" 
most of which will take place ar thc French 
Cultural Centre in Nairobi. Despite the 
somewhat off-putting description, the 
event promi~es to be full of interest- 
particularly I!' it catches the imaginations 
ss is planned, of focal Kenyan artists, 
sculptors, song-writers and school-chiid- 
rcn. Thc "happenings" wzll extemd over 
a week and will ineludc exhibitions, 
concerts, Iccturcs, discussions, firms and 
assorted bartering. WiIdlife, particularly 
elephanrs, will be the theme. 

I I UGANDA PARKS - 'ALIVE AND WELL" 
-- - 

'A H A  ITiVLK ~ o u  rrl.k) 1111n~ 01 
Uganda's volatile polit~cal affairs, hcr 
National Parks and rourist infrastructure 
are still very much alive and well. Recent 
visitors ro Uganda have been ~mprcssed 
by the friendly and enrhusiastic recep- 
tion they h v c  received, berh by National 
Parks staff and in rhe rourist lodgcs. 
Recently opened in Kahalega FaHs K.P. 
as the Grand I'akuba Lodge, said to bc 
one of the most dramatic and beautiful 
hoteIs in Africa. With the e m t i o n  of 
rlephants, thc wildIife in Ksbalega and 
Ruwenzori National Parks is still thwt in 
profusion, in physical surroundings that- 
for some-remain unrivalled in East Afrim. 
Policc and Army are neither offcnsivc nor 
obrrusivc. If you cart for the wildlife of 
Uganda, the bcst thing you could pos- 
sibly do for it would be ro go and s t e  it. 

Pictures: by Ptrer Davcy 

Open for 
business 

We arc plemed to aaaounce that 
the SDcIety has opened a new ahop 
in Ambalal House, Nkrurnah 
Road, Mombaaa. We hope tha t  
many of our Iocal amd coastat 
members will visit It. 





WORLD WlLDLlFE FUND-HENYA 
Nokc eemp~lsd by Elltr Monks 

A million dollar 

A YEAR OF BATTLES WON 
FOR CONSERVATION 

WHILST there is  na place for 
complacency, the year 1977 has shown 
some progress In the conservation 
of wildlife. 
On the National scene the decision was 
raken to remove the copper oxy-chlorrdc 
factory from Nakuru, where lr constl- 
ltuted a threar to the Lake Nakuru Narl- 
anal Park, to a site near Mombasa. ?'he 
factory has still to be re-sited but it is 
hoped that this will takeplace during 1978. 
The  hunting ban brought to an md an 
era of killing wildlife for sport which 
comrnenccd In Kenya before rhe turn ot 
the century. It was afso the precursor 
of the ban on rhe sale of game rroph~c\ 
ahnounced bv President Kenyarta III 

December. 
Along-needed Wildlifc Planning U ~ I I .  

has been farmed in Government, Hitherhl 
there has been no dcrailed planning, bur 
mcrcly what appeared to be a drift~ng un 
from m e  year to thc next. Oprlmistically 
thtre wiEl now be long-range pIanning 
ernbrac~ng not only the ideas of wildlifc 
utilisation and management, which have 
never been in short supply, but the actual 
implementation of thc rdeas. 

Education in conservation and the 
training of wardens and rangers is now 
included io the budget and it is  hoped 
thar the  new ranger training school at 
Nafvasha will be ~ c t  up In the not too 
distant future. 

IntcrnarionaHy, steps have been taken 
to protect the elephant and to conrrof 
the trade in ivory. Hong Kong is to 
control the  imporration of ivory and the 
U.S. is actfvcly considering the banning 
of imporratton of ivory into that country. 
T h e  black rhinoceros has ioined the 

other species of Asian and white rhino- 
ceros in being declared an endangered 
spccies. The U.S., again in the forefront 
of conservation, i s  in process of enacting 
legislation to ban the importation of 
Grevy's zebra skins. 

To those involved in conservation, 
the processes secm depressingly slow and 
ar times many of us feel thar the safe- 
guarding of wild places and wild creatures 
is a losing bartlc. But the destruction- 
if not stoppcd rtlrogerher-is a t  least 
being slowcd down. There is atso, quite 
obviously, an increasing awareness in 
Kenya of what has taken place over the 
past four or five years. 

Although final decisions on conserva- 
tion will be political at the t p level 
i t  is thc ordinary individual w?ho will 
ultimately be responsible for the imple- 
mentation of mnscrvation policies. AIth- 
ough we can sll press for action-rgani- 
sations can appeal to governments and 
governments can pass laws-wirhour the 
co-operatioa of the prople such Iaws 
will be meaningless. 

THIS has becn awarded to PROF. 
RUDOLF SCHENKEL of Basel Univer- 
sity in recognition of his Eife is work on 
the study and preservation of rhino- 
ceroses in Africa and Asia-in particular 
his outstanding contrjbudon to suc- 
cessful conservation of the worlds' only 
known surviving population of the Javan 
Rhinoceros at Ujung Kulon Nature 
Reserve in Indonesia. Professor Schenkel 
was visiting professor ar rhc then Univer- 
sity of East Africa in Nairobi in 1963 
when, with his wife Lotte, they srudied 
the black rhino in TSI~M. 

pledge for 
Indonesia 

THE WWF has pledged one million 
dollan far a five-year Joint Chnservarion 
Programme with the Government of 
Indonesia to ensure the future of the 
country's unique natural heritage and 
resources. 

Orang wan, Sumatran and Javan 
rhinoceros, tiger, elephant, banteng, 
Kuhl's deer and gibbons are among the 
species threatendl with severe depletion 
or extinction and which arc covered 
by the projects. 

The projects indude the establish- 
ment of new Reserve and National. Parks 
and safeguarding Jle integrity of cxisting 
reserves. Jndonesra's Director General 
of Formts stated that "the Govemmenr 
of lndonesia i s  now EdIy concious of the 
need for more effective environmental 
management." 

THE WALDRAPP IBIS 
WORK has started on the constru~tian 
of special cages for captive breeding of 
rhc last Waldrapp ibises (Geronricur 
cremita) in Eurasia at the village of Birecik 
In Turkey. 

The Waldmpp or Bald Ibis once bred 
extcnsively throughout Europe but dis- 
appeared during the 17th cennuy. Now, 
apart from a few hundred breeding in 
Morocco, thc only other known breeding 
arca i s  a chff In the middle of Birecik. 
In 1953 there were about r,3m ibis here, 
this year the number has dwindled to 
34, of whlch 13 pairs produced 17 
fledglings. 

CATTLE THREATENED 
THE WWF has asked thc Thailand 
gevemmenr to take urgent action to save 
the KOUPREY (Bur sauveli,eli) from chreat- 
ened exttnction by destruction of habitat. 
T h e  forests which are inhabited by this 
rarest of wild cattle are being exploited 
for timber and agricultural settlement. 

David Sheldrick honoured 
The Board of Trustees of the World Wild- 
life Fund have posthumously honoured 
ten distinguished consrrvat~onists; inclu- 
ded is DAVID SHBLDRICK, Warden 
of Tsavo NationaI Park who dred In 
June 1977. 
Others are: 

@IJazrick D. Stracey, Geologist and 
Zoologist from India. 

.Andrre.r Noogerwerf, eminent nanua- 
list, ornithologist and conservationist 
from the Netherlands. 

.Dr. Samuel Schweizer, of Switzer- 
land who was a Member of rhe 
Board of Trustees of the W W F  
slnce 1964 nod Honorary Trea- 
surer from 1965 to 197 r 

.Dr. I r a  N .  tiabrielron, a founder 
of WWF (U.S.) and the first Pre- 
sident of WWF (U.S.]. Member of 
WWF Internat~onal Board of 
Trustees from 1961 r973 

SOPPORT WW-l(ElA 

I1 If popewi lo mlle "lnnual-Bbluders" ra WWf Uenyn. 1 Bunallor of  6111- wlll bdnu "'Alrlew" mrrlerft: Pnln 
Rnrslellers or uubhhed: u Panda cnr sncker nnd me lnowfedge thul ror ore sueuortini IP vullltlorr ~rgBCIw~on. wllh your 
d~nullon mlnp entlrelr k Ilte conrenallon orolecls here In Kenro. 

linnurl Suuvolter Bonrllans al 1I.Sbf. Sa:- (5.0) should b e  gear Iu World Wlldllle luM, Imrn. Bar 111015 MalmH. Kmn. 
Pl~nse nole. l n l s  oller does nol lnclbde rnemhersnlp In [he E.A Wld llfe Soelelln. 



WWF Roll of Honour 

from page uii 
mFrne5r Kleineuorr a benefactor of 

conservation from the U.K. 
.Sir Landsborowk Thornson, namra- 

list % orn~rhotogist 
QFroj. 117. H. Pear~all, conserva- 

tionist & ecologist 
aCapt.  Charles Pirman, one of the 

first three game wardens in East 
Africa in 1925, stationed in Uganda. 

@I'rof. l.. A'. Bocdonnw, rhc noted 
USSR conscrvarrnnl\t. 

PAUL GETTY AWARD ADDRESS 

IN HIS address on rcccipr of rhe J. Paul 
Getty Award of S j o , m  on the 28th 
October, MAJOR IAN GRTMWOOD, 
one time Chief Game Warden Kenya, 
said "I am convinced that every  count^'^ 
conservation programme must be based 
on a hard-mrc pattern of national parks 
or wholly protccted areas which cover 
all examples of the country's different 
biomes". Re cited human population 
growth as a main obstacle to conservation. 

U.N. CONFERENCE 

A T  the U.N. Conference on DesmsiJiEatim 
held in Nairobi, however, the recom- 
mendation dealing w ~ t h  health care called 
for "parrimlars cmplrasis otr fanrily plan- 
ning". Bur rhe section was Iarer diluted 
to read -"induditt~ janrily planniw where 
nccessuy." In other words, a rccornmenda- 
[Ion ro do  nothing. 

Thls is h a r d y  rncamging  as over-popu- 
lation is the underly~ng cause of virtually 
every problem concerned wirh the  
environment and its conservarion. 

CROCODILE SKINS 

AN indifation of rhe importance of the 
signing of the Convention by both France 
and Kenya is  ~ndicated by the r976 safe 
of' Crocodile skins to France by Kenya. 
During rhis period 3,000 k p s  of sk~ns 
wcre traded. The aocodite is currentIy 
Iisred as an Endangered Spccics. 

IVORY INTO BRITAIN 

DURING thc k t  six months of r976 
Britain imported 4z187r kgrns of rvory of 
which 31,960 k m s  emanated from Kenya. 
T h e  Kenya export stanstics during rhe 
whole of 1976 gave a figurc of only 637 
k ~ r n s .  

I 

800 YOUNG PEOPLE 
ESPECIALLY WELCOME 
THE CURIO BAN 

1 

WILDLIFE CLUB members in the Garden, Bird Study Groups, Debates and 
Nairobi area feel particularly -ti- Digmssions, an average of 5 trips per 
tied about The President's announce- school year to Kenya's National I'arks, 
meat that curio shops must unload Inter-Club Quiz Competit~onr, Production 
a11 wild animal products by a three- of a regular WildIifc Club Magazine, an 
month deadline. The reason for their Anti-Poachrug Demonstzar~on, several 
pride is that they  staged a public Wildlift Club rzllies involv~ng up to  
demonstration in late July, for 1,000 students each time, painting 
the purpose of convatdating the  contmt, Tree labelling proicct, research 
(;avernment an the hunting ban anrE project on ceremonial, edible and medical 
also to draw attention to the horren- uses of plants, petitioning for transfer- 
dous number of wildlife curios on r d  of wild animals (e-g.  leopard) 
sale in Nairobi. from populated areas to  game reserves, 

Carrying handmade plamds,  8m stud- and several thousand shillings contri- 
ents marched peacefully for several buted to  the WCK Hostel Project in 
miles down the main thoroughfares of Nairobi. 
Nairobi on a Saturday morning. Escorted Another Wildlife Club consist in^ of 
by police and press photographers, they 35 girls succeeded in planting 3,- tree 
were ~ h o t o ~ r a p h e d  rnarchlng past the seedlings near their school compound 
most prominent curio shops in Nairobi, in a three month period. WCK Head- 
and n e w  of rhcir march went sub- quarters staff, through their visits to 
sequentIy to  ar least 96 points around schools and i'requent vomcspondence, ay 
the globe. to  keep in ctwe rouch with whar the vari- 

The W~ldlife Clubs were started newly ous Clubs are doing, and whcrrr they could 
nine years ago, and by now, past and Pre- m e  some extra advicc or assistance. 
sent Club members are showing interest 
in more than viewing wildlife films and EUROPE VISIT 
visitlng Kenya's parks, Not thar these Mika Mukoka, WCK's nepury OrH- 
are less rhan top prrority activltlcs, bur aniser, spent one month in Europe during 
they now ask "what can we do to  show November, 1977, sponsored by World 
the Government thar we are committed Wildlift Fund and on h ~ h a l i  OF rhe 
and concerned about the problems and WCK Association. This was Mika's 
solutions ro conservauon issues ?" first journey abroad, and when asked 

The dcrnonstration against wildIife how ir was, he replied "very cold". 
curios was one answer, and it is likely Apart from rhat, he received a lot of good- 
that, as a growing pressure S O U P ,  WCK will and encouragement for the work 
mrmbcrs will continue to be heard from- berngdone by WCK, and hc had construe- 
For now, rhep submit an unqmllfied tive talks with conservat~onisfs in the 
congratulatory message to fhc Kenya Netherlands, Switacrland and London 
Govwnment; and rhe WCK Head- 
quarters, an behalf oi' 18,000 Wildlife UGANDA SEMINAR 
Club members, presented a special photo- Sandy Pricc represented WCK for a 
graphic review of Club activities and week in Uganda, to participate in thc 
conservation efforts to H.E. T h e  Pres" 2nd Annual Wildlife Clubs of Uganda 
ident of Kenya. Seminar. Sponsored by thc African 

I Wildlife Leadership Foundation, she pre- 
AWARD sented 3 slldr programme on Wildlife 

Late in 1977. WCK Headquarters staff Club projects and suppliud wildlife films, 
decided to initiate a new award :I, be Thc Scrninv was attcnded by 52 
presented annually to several of the Best enthusiastic studcnts and teachers, and 
Wildlife Clubs of Kenya". thcrt is no doubt that thc potcnt~al for 
Three Clubs, a t  Ktricho High S c h l ,  this conservation educar~on programme 
Kangaru Boys' School and Kisumu Girls' in Uganda is great. Internal unrar 

1 

H ~ g h  School, wrIl recelvc trophies which aside, Uganda sernalns a very beautiful 
arc being psesentcd by Kenya's National country wilh many wonderful wildlife 
Environmental Secretariat, The Depart- sights. Y~sirors are treated wirh utmost 
men1 of Wildlife Conservation and courtesy and friendliness. A rhree hour 
Management, and WCK Hcadquarters. Iaunch r r ~ p  on thc N11r ro v ~ e w  Kabalega 
As an indimtion of how much can be (forrncrly Murch~son) I;alls would he hard 
accmplished b y  an active Wildlife Club to  surpass i'or the thrilling spectacle of 
group, the following are cxamples of thousands of hippos, hundreds or basking 
some of the achicvcments of rhe above crocodiles, and unrivalled bird I&, all 
school groups: Nature Trail, Fish and against a back drop of riverine t ree$  
l'rog Pond, Club Museum, Botanical restooned wirh Colobus monkeys. 





I - I 1 :  ~~unv?u',sr tu, . I  L I I : - I 1 , I  I ,  01 ' . ' c l l ~ ~ i ~ f ,  tht 'rt  ~ l l l  I ~ C  I I C C L I  to 11icrt3se 
in~ius t i  v. Cullrr.~ry :o ict jar  ccmc :I[- rnrrrtnclorlr. uo-(~pcr.lrtves. D 1 s  : r 1~ r our  transposl capaclt! tu lill the gap 
informe~l people belicvc, ~ h c  Aru~l la  Dcvelopnlent Cornm~r tees, and others. All createrl by the departure of thc Kenyans. 
Declaration d ~ d  not say thar all ~ n d u s n ~ e s  t h i ~  depends on thc w l ~ h e s  of the investor. So the Tourist Agent Licensing Authority 
wiII be put under public control. I t  and the rnagnftudr: of the  investment. will continue to grant licences to tour 
merely stated that the malor means of' We bclicvc rhat the poccntial of the operators hased in Tanzania, provided, 
product~on, including big ~ndustrirl\ upon tourlsl industry 1s great and the returns of course, they fulfil r h ~  necessary mndi- 
which a large secrlvn of rhr population w ~ l l  be rewarding. But the rnflux of tour- tions for thegrant of such licenc~s. 
depends for [heir livrng. or which provide ists we antlcipatc will require more hotel I know that privare investors will 
essential companents for other ~ndustries, accornmodarion than rve have at present. require assismnce if they are to be success- 
must be under thc control of [he State A recent study sholvs that bv the end of ful in establishing and running hotcls 
or peasants rind workers. These major rgfX!g we shell rcqnIre 9,930 hotel and other tourist facilities-and so I 
means of production are mentioned in beds as against 4,930 h e d ~  we now have, want to a.ssure them thar the Government 
the Declaration, which then lcaves the In  athcr words the challenge to invcsrors mill try to help as much as i t  can within 
residua1 areas open for private investment. 1s to Ilclp us make un the short-fall. the resources avai1ablc. 
T h c  UecIararion did not aboI1s1i the However, I would like to  make one One Corm of acsiqtance is in the train- 
Foreign Inves~men~\ Prntecrion Act QT thing clear, and {ha t  I F  the bullding of ing of manpower for tourism since we 
1963- hotels and l o d g ~ ~  hy privatc people is realize that the existence of qualified tours 

Our aim 1s to make foreign invcqtors not allowed in the National Parks and and hotel staff i.s a prerequisite for devd- 
i n  thc permitted arras feel rhat Tanzania Wildlife Reserves for obvious reasons. oping a sound tourfx industry. For this 
is a good safe placc ibr rnvrstmenr, pro- But private Investors are wekomc to reason the Government has takcn over 
ducing good profits which can he taken buiId 1ioreIs in rhe cities and rnuns such from T T C  the running of the Hotel 
our of the country without difticulty. as Dar rq Salaam, Moshi, Arusha, Mwanza Training School as from 1st July, 1977. 

As pointed out earlier, the party and ,Musoma, Iringa, Mbeya, ~'viorogoro and T h e  School, w h ~ c h  at present prov~dcs 
government want thrs l ndu~ t ry  to expand othus .  Vacation villages, especially along basic level courses of thrce months' 
in order to bring in more foscign cxchange the beach. would also be an attractive duration for the five main hotel, occu- 
re Tanzania. But government and tllc Investment. And one piece of adv~ce pations-wa~ters, barmen, receptlonlsrs, 
TTC's eff'orts alone cannot: expand this when building hmels: Use local materials housekeepers and cooks-is now open 
industry to the dccired level. W e  therefore as far as possible in order ro conserve to the general public: provided they 
calf upon priratc irivcstors, who havc so our foreign exchange and boost our local meet the ncctssary enr ty  requirements 
far been rather shy, to be aggressive and build~ng indust~y. and fees. Moreover a study is being 
takc up  the challenge to develop tourist P r ~ v a ~ e  tour operators are also welcome. made of  the manpower requirements ar 
facilities, and to bring tourlsts for their In 1976 we had 96 Kenya tour operators all levels in the  Tourist Industry over 
bcnefit and rhe bcncfit of the countrv operating in Tanzania against 66 Tanzania the next ten years. 
as a whofc.. tour operators. As I have explained, In chis way we are preparing for a 

They ~m invc~r in the industry either those Kenyanr are no longer being great demand we are sure exists for some 
aIonc or  with outs~dc privaLe firms. or licensed. This means tlmt alrhaugh TTC of the world's greatest touriyt attractions 
in partnership with TTC when TTC is has acquired, and will expand, her fleer in Tanzania. 

- 1  r n  1 1  I l o 1 1  I - , i t ,  I I i t  I -  ~ b l c  or othr.ra.\i~c-r hemdga~ine  IS ciIccti\c 
Ilctobcr'Stn.'mbrr, 1977, ma] 1 rtcurrl varioil pul~cies ( x i  the Gor,rrnmrnt n i  !or  conservation if rhr n-tskcrs oftour~sm 
thar at l c a ~ l  one member of rhe EAW1.S Tanmnia. and wlldl~fe poIlcics are persuaded tu use ~t 
agree.; with ~11e majoriry of what the ~Monkind will presumably not pay for as a principal rncdrum for ~ntcrnational 
Tammian Minister lor Tour~srn  and conasrvation excepr through the medium discuss~on of these issues. 
Narural Resources has to say. He offers of tourism, so full support must be given Not an unimportant debare, perhaps, 
a few erroneous facrs about rhc Maasai to the development of tourism in Tanzania. led by Tanzania's Tourism Minister and 
Mara, and chooses ro ovcrIook the point After T e r ~ a n ~ a  has stood on her own National Parks' Director who dispute 
that Kenya's tourist i n d u ~ t r ~  has devel- feer she may be wiIling to re-open the the political "facts" as interprctcd by the 
oped to its present posrtion mainly "milk-run", but so long as she is the one magazine but not its integrity and coh- 
because conditions mere made armactive likely to be rnilkcd, thc border will remain sfstrnt support of their locally superior 
to foreign investors; but  most of his closed as the Minister statcs. It's non- conservation performance. 
point5 arc considerably more plausible sensical to advocate "'control measures" Thiq supporr is occasiondly practical 
than our o m .  to d~vert revenue to Tanzania unril: she has and financial, bur mosdy it is rnrer- 

Long hcfore rhe collapse of East some facilities to offer in return for such national promotion-time and again--of 
African Airways, the Kenya newspapers revenue: Tanzania National Park fces almost the same message out corres- 
gave a clear impression that Kenya was are already too high! pondent now prcaches at us. (See mosr 
not playing the part [hat bene6red the My political sympathies, apparently qf rhis issue of the magazine). 
richest ~ l c m b e r  or the Community, and Iike your own, favour the Kenya system; Rut perhaps we art: still misunderstood, 
her self-intcrcat probably did indced but that is irrelevant to the facr rhat and should slrmrnarise our recent editorid 
contribure to the la~lure  of the airline. t h ~ s  Society's interest is "wildlife,',' and position in the dcbare with Tanzania- 
M a y  I suggest rhat you, Sir-Kenya- thc majoriry of ~v~ldl l fe  now surr,ivlng in bearing in mind thar editorial comrnenr is 
style-arc raklng your admltted rudeness East Africa is resident in Tanzania. conuiburcd in "Africans" and like any 
and your cyn~cism to the pointof counter- Political faccs should be faced, polit- other contributed material may or may 
productivity, and are benefitting neither ice! mud-slinging stopped and a positive not represent a consensues opinion of 
the "Bast African" nor the "Wildlife" atltrude adopted. There are other sub- t he  Society.. . . 
aspects of this socIery. jrcrs to which your outspokenness can 

'Tanzania is the country which ar be apphed with good effect. I .  We proposed an immediate reopening 
prcscnt has both rhe greater assets i n  -Jim Crees, of the Kenya-Tanzania border and a 
wildlifc and the berrer record in conser- Vet. Labs., resumption of co-operation on tourism 
vation, but, at least partly due to her P. 0. Kabete. for thc  positive purposes, inter-al of sub- 
Socialist poIicics, she 1s very short of stituting tourism revenue for Govcrn- 
capilal, .The rccenr editorials may also have ment subsidies in supporr of Tanzania's 

Kenya has tamed some wealth From been positive and productive if, for ex- incompa~able national parks. I t  may be 
tourism, but banks to the profitcerlng ample, they drew a response from the rhat an incidental result of renewed 
of a Iiw individuals she has witnessed 'Tanzanian Government which increased co-operation would be a Iitde of the foreign 
rhe rapid depletion of thc wildlife on public undcrsranding of the wildlife capital for partnership development that 
which tourism largely depends. There IS conservation issues involved in the prcscnt the Government now seeks. (See pnge 24) 
only some hope thar action by the Er\WL8 polltical break with Kenya. 
can contribute to thc saving ot' a signifi- Not unimportant issues, perhapa, such 2. T h e  magazine positively favours an 
cant part of what remains. as the fururc of land now a serious eco- East African polirical system-rmher than 

T h e  Society should recognisc that the normc drain on Tanzania, like thc Sere- the present separation of the same peoples 
bcsr prospects for  the future of wild life ngeti, Kgorongoro and fifteen other parks and resources under systems which are 
in a natural habitat in Bast Arrica, for and reserves. peculiar1 y Kenyan. Tanzanian and 
the bcn:ncftr both of a host country and of It may be that-right or  wrong, plaus- Ugandan. . . . -Editor 



KENYA HUNTlNG BAN 
A MISTAKE 
Sir--For some time I have been both- 
ered by the acrimonious arguments 
in the letters ra the editor betwcen 
hunters and mi-hunters and the appar- 
ent editorial bias againsr hunting. 11 
seemed not only counter-pmductivc by 
alienating one group or another but 3 
waste of space which could be herter 
devoted to more important issues or 
articles. 

As a Society contributor of several 
years standing, I rather resent rhe Soci- 
ety's presuming to  speak for its cntire 
membership against all hunr~ng and 
its applause of Kenya's recent ban against 
sport hunting. If there were only a small 
number of  hunrers who were abusing thc 
situation, why not point them out rathur 
than tarring everyone ? 

1 am convinced Kenya's move is a 
mistake. There need be no conflict 
between tourism and sport hunting. I 
have never hunted in Kenya, though 
I have hunred elsewhere in Africa. I 
have combined my hunts with sighr- 
seeing visits to many of rhc Parks, includ- 
ing several in Kenya. IF I had not hunted, 
I probably would have made one grand 
zous of the parks, and that would be it. 
For that matrct, I might nwcr have 
developed the interest in wildlife which 
prompted me to visit Africa. If it were 
not far hunting I very definitely would 
not have tolerated the traver discomforts, 
dust and tsetses to  spend time a s  a tourisr 
in unscenic woodlands and nyika where 
1 spent a lot of slrne, especially when I 
could view animals more comfortably 
elsewhere. A relativcty small remnant of 
African wildlife confined to parks will 
satisfy most tourists. Is that what you 
really want. I am afraid it's what you'll 
end up with! 

What really prompted this letter, 
though, is Ellis Monk's article on page (vii) 
of the July issue. This had little to  do 
with Africa or the wcIfarc of Africa's 
wildlife. It was saIely a gratuitous insult 
to sport hunters. 1s  it in the best interest 
to slap a group in rhe face who regularly 
contribute substantial sums to  wildlife 
preservation? Certa~nly hunters may get 
something for their money in the way of 
mwc game to shoot. Is ic necessarily bad 
if the result is more animals distributed 
over a greater area ? 

For that matter, 1 believe everyone acts 
in what they consider to be their own 
self-interest. Probably Mr Monks" ego 
i s  boosted by writing rhe way he does and 
by the praise he receives from people 
who think like him. 

Over the past decade 1 have contributed 
several hundred dollars. . . most of which 
have probably been spent on non-game 
wildlife or animals I would never have 
the opportunity ro see, let alone hunt. 
There are other c h a ~ e l s  through which 
I couId donate money to  the rvclfare of 
wildlifc . . . but why sshould I help some- 
one ( M r  Monks- WWF-Kenya) who feels 
the way he does about me. Many more 
artides like that in "Africana" and I 
shalI have to reconsider my support.. . 

E. P. Denson, 
Billings, Montana, U.S. 

.Nor the "Sonkry"; nor rhs editor; 
nor Mr Monks; nor even rhe magasitie 
itsev mould presume to speak fur the 
membership. As has been said many times, 

The Marshall and the Monitor  
Sir-While wandering through Samburu out both rhe reptiles eyes and was just 
Park we chanced upon one of the most beginning to tear a t  the skin in front of the 
unusual sights I have witnessed on six right rear leg. 
safaris ih East Africa over the past 25 The  bird refused to leave his hard- 
years. earned prize even when I approached 

An eagle-a Marshall I beIieve--had quite close to  take pictures. I was quitc 
just captured a large monitor lizard, surprised that the eagle would tackle 
The lizard had obviously put up quitc a such a large victim, which was a t  leasr 
battle, as evidenced by the condition of four feet long. 
the surrounding ground, but had been -John H. HalSiburron 
reduced to fecbIe struggles by the time we 2 Skyline Drive 
arr~ved  on the scene. Thc eagle had peckcd Remille,  Texas, 78028 

CORRECT ION 
SIR-The cover picture in the lasf issue when he captioned the Booby chick on 
of Afitcano is certainly NOT that of a the front rover a (presumably red-footed) 
"'young Sooty Tern.". Surcly it's a term. 
young Booby -Hazel Brittonn, 

Nairobi. 
G. R. Cunningham -van Sorneren 

Curator, Qept of Ornithology, . . . Who boobed? 
National iMuseums of Kenya. -Don Turner, 

Nairobi. 
. . .Someone must have been suffering 
from a bad hang-over (or something) . . .Me--ed. 

anyone can ~orr?rd off in Africana orr rhe able irt rhe 20th centrrry thau if was in the 
principle that a "concensus opinion'' o f  t j t k .  T1;e conservation of wildlife for rhr 
the Socieiy-q such a rhilrg could exist- purport o f  k ; l I i t ~  it in the rteme of sporr 
niigbr be formed f ronr a conflicr of views rs complereIy our o j  keeping wirlr o r ~ r  so-called 
a parricular conservanion issue. Perhaps civrlirur~ogt. Ir is a hast which most you= 
rhere h a  bcea aa ediroriai bias in favotdr of rrlert pa$x rhrouRI;-j%runareiy io nrmtpcopie 
rhc Kenya Gaasratnent's ban 021 sport r l ~ e  killinc and the mainti* becomes anarhe- 
h~mnxg. Bur ptd2ap.r the irnportanr is~zrs i~ mu. F m  professional hrr~zrers tocontiniu klfzng 
71or 50 niltck rkc " e r k i c s ' b f  11unrirrg as the j o r  sporr arrd ofreri kco)rie  he nntorr ardenr 
"politics" of rAc burl which-tr?~argltubly--i$ of co~rsemationirrs. To conrinur! to  support 
an irtdication of Q greatcr comnlitnrenr of rhe con~ernarinn only so long as cmservatiottisrs 
Kenya Guvernmmr ro mildlge con~ervatio~r, agree ro supporr hunting is togive the Iie ro 
Tlrc Socier-v; ;he editor; Mr Motrlrr atid the the morivts of the rhosc hunrers who profess 
vrqazine would o f  course be in fanour o f  at1 apprecia~io~r end luwe of wildlije for 
rho!. -Ed. rrselj. The views expressed are persorta( 

r?rcidentally--the ofic~ol view of she World 
E. T. Monks w i t e s :  Span hunting is a IYi/dl$c Fund ir con~ained a Pohcy Srare- 
jeudolist;~ onaclironint~ we i r  more obiwrion- rusrtr on Hunting. 



ALMOST A FORCOTTEN WONDER OF THE EARTH 
FEW people know where the Virunga 
National Park is located, yet it i s  
Africa's first wildlife park and among 
the most beautiful in the world. It  is 
in fact situated in Zaire, the former 
Be l~ ian  Congo, and stretches three 
hundred kilometres along the borders 
of Rwanda and Uganda. 

T h e  park waa set up In 1925 by Albert, 
then king of the Belgians after whom it 
was first named. But credit should really 
go to the grear American naturatlst, 
Carl Akelcy, who instigated the project 
after hunting mountain gorilla in the 
Virunga volcanoes. He realised that these 
great animals were extremely rare and 
perruadcd King A l b m  to sct asidc a 
protected sanctuary Tor them. Thcre- 
after he spent the rest of his lifc con- 
serving the gorilla, and died in 1926 on 
the flank of the old volcano, Mikmo, 
where his body was buried. 

Vimnga, as it  was called after Inde- 
pendence, is one of sevcn national parks 
in Zaire and covers an area of approx- 
imately 8,000 square kilometres-about 
the size of Tsavo West In Kenya. But 
for d~versiry of landscapes, i t  is incom- 
parable. The range indudes activc and 
domanr ~olmnoes; the mysterious Ru- 
wenzort  mountains of the Moon"; 
p a s s  plains; tropical forest and Lake Idi 
Arn~n, formerly Lakc Edward. The park's 
altitude varies from 916 m. to 5,119 m.- 
rhc third highest snow peak in East Africa 
after Kitlrnanjaro and Mt. Kenya. 

But perhaps the most attractive as- 
pect of the park i s  i t s  isolation; the "way 
off the beaten track" appeal of an essen- 
tially wild and beautiful place the tourists 
havc yet to find in any great numbers. 

Zaire's basic policy for the Parks is 
one of non-interfcrcnce; we allow nature 
to take its coursc wlthout imposing any 
fignilicant man-1n3nnccmcnt 1Y.c rjon'r 

Bv J. P. won der Beclce - 











DlSE LOST 
This article is  conrribured by New York'j 
Commissioner of Health, PASCAL JAMES 
IMPERA TO und his wge ELEANQR. n r  
Imperato is a trltrrec of the Martin and Osa 
Jolrttson Museum In rhe U.S. and ir  curranrk 
working wiclr his wrfe on a book 01 rhe 
Johnsortr' Africa pzcrures. Mrs Imparuro 
is a ttmraer's dcgree candidare ar New Yurk 
Univerxfty and ir writinr a rhesi.r on rIre 

Jolmsons' years itr East Africa and 
.rpccificaily on Kenya's Morsabir Mor~nraitt. 

THE Marsabit Nationnl Reserve 
covers about 1,000 square miles of 
northern Kenya, 370 miles from 
Nairobi. 

In tIre ccntrc of this Rcseme is Mar- 
sabit ,Mountain, a broad volcanic 
mound covcrcd by a verdant hardwood 
forest. There arc two cratcm within the 
forest and several oursidc of it amund the 
foothilIs of the mountain, which itself is 
a series of gently undulating hills scpa- 
rated by deep ravincs. Thc  highest point 
is 5,684 feet. 

Surrounding this mountain oasis and 
comprising tha rest of the Reserve arc 
dc~crt and scrub bush country. But 
there are water-holes and dry river beds 
in the arid terraln around the mountain 
which fill with watcr during the rains. 

" . . . Accordirg to European ideas, 
~mrhint cort!d he more channi>l~ than rlzis 
Marsabir. Srtrmtlnded by 3' furre foresr, 
Q R Z ~ ~ I I E I I P  a; rhe ro* of the motinraii~. i s  a lake 
h m i k  cllar" and deep, The jag~ed 
woIIs of crarer form a semi-circle about 
it, while from arlorhcr side a broud road 
lead1 orrt from she furcsr to  the open nteadows 
beyond. . . . Livine on Mar~abir are Inany 
Masui, enjojli~ty themselves in chr posses- 
rion of largc flocks of sheep and roars. 
Ivr the, two day3 rhat w2 remm'ned in M o r -  
sabir, Dod~an and I collected nratiy rare 
specimt~~s of Birds and mnmmals, though 
we co~tld catch no fish wkarcuer in rhe h k e .  
I also had romerood sport with elephants. . ." 

So wrote Arthur Donaldson Smith, 
the Amerimn physician-explorer in his 
h k  Throrrgh U~tknomn African Crninr- 
r i e ~  (rnsh). HE and his British taxi- 
dermisr,. Edward Dodson, wcrc the the 
first white men ever to see Marsabir. 
Thcy arrived at the base of the moun- 
tain on September to, 1895, coming 
castward Crom Lakc Tarkana IRudoll) 
whose shores thcv had left on August 22, 
1895. Thcy left Marsabit on Septmbcr 
13, 1895 and marched south towards the 
Uaso Nyiro Rivcr which they crowed 
ninc days later and then on ro the Tana 
Rivcr, traversing what i s  now part of 
~Meru NationaI Park. 

But who was Smith and how and why 
did he go to Marsabit ? 

He was born in Andalusia, Pemsy- 
lvania, April 27, 1x64, attended the Uni- 
versity of' Pmnsylvania from wherc he 
graduated in 1885 and Harvard Medi- 
cal School wherc hc rcccivcd his M. D. 
in r8Xg. In the summer of rRg3 hc left 
FhiIadclphia for Somaliland on a hunt- 
ing trlp. . . . ."We Iiad sphndid sporr, 
RrElin~ six lions, bcsirits ntany elepharzts, 
rhinocrroraandnrhcr b k ~ a m c . .  .",he wrote. 
This wouldn'r be considmed splendid sport 

U p p o ~ r t ~  pufr  141: "A/twzci, ' ~ J I I ~ L .  r!re 
protected sylnbol o j  the ~Marsabir Game 
Reserve; above: two Martirr Johnson pic- 
tures (1925) of araimuls wl!ic/; 1;ave stnce 
more or Iess disappeared Jrom Marsabir, 

rhzno and G r m y  zebra. 

today by most people, but Smith did it in 
another era, at a time w h m  Somaliland 
was a spomman's paradise full of large 
game popularions, It was while Smith was 
on t h i ~  hunting trip that he got thc idea 
01' travelling from Bcrhcra to Lake Rudolf 
via thc Galla country. No-one had ever 
succeeded' in doing this before, although 
somc, such as Prince Ruspoli had died in 
the attcrnpr. 

Smith's nip lasted sixtccn months 
from the  time he iandcd a t  Bcrbcra unril 
he reached Lamu via Lake Turkana. 
His expedition consisting of seventy 
Somalis, scores of camels and donkeys 
encountered rhe usual harrowing dangcrs 
of the day in rhat part 01- the world. They 
had sevcral pitched battles wrth local 

groups, were forced back once by the 
Amhams, suffered fcvcrs, thirst and ' cx- 
haustion. Bur rhey succeeded in wavers- 
 in^: a part of the world never seen before 
by whites. While all o f  this was going on, 
in addition to thc usual petty haram 
rnents inflicted by Imal populations, 
nodson and Smith coPlccted fishes, ma- 
mmals, arthropods, geologid spccimcns, 
ethnographic objects and took pictures. 
Their march took th tm in Ifnc roughly 
parallel to the present Kenya-Ethiopia 
border towards Turkana wluch a t  tlmc 
time swarmed with rhino, Grevy zebra 
oryx and clcphant. 

It is surprising thar Smith devote 
only two pages to Marsabit, especially 
since he had just marched out of thc deso- 
late Chalbr Desert. But he was sick and 
looking forward to going home. 
He wrotc ". . . On the second day W8 
comm~nced to ascend the morrflrain, but 
did not reach rhe lop until  aft^^ three 
marches. I was orracked by fevers on these 
rrrarchcs . . . before l tav~ng Lake RudoLf 
I had r e s i ~ e d  myselj ro being placcd in 
dangerous positions, brrr now there runs ewery 
hope of my be in^ abIe to yjny the flesh- 
pots of E R ~ P ~  once more . . . 

Smith collected a number of birds, 
butterflim, toch  and mammals on 
Marsabit, some of which wcre new spc- 
c i a  and subsequentlv named after hm. 
Hc then returned to the U.S.A., sub- 
sequently led an expcdition to  Mongolia,, 
and dicd in Kaolin, Pennsylvania, on 
February 18, 1939. 

Hugh Cholmondeley, who b-e Lord 
~ e l a m e r c  at the age-of seventeen when 
his iather died, was the next white man 
to see Marsabit. Delarnerc went on his 
first hunting trip to Somaliland in 1891, 
'Threc more Followed and thcn in 1896 
Dclamere undertook what was less a 
hmting trip and more of an expedition 
of expIoration. During his third trip 
in 1894 hc had been badly mauled by 
a lion and had also contracted hyphoid 
fever at Aden; and i t  was at his morlicr's 
urging that he took a physician with him 
on rhe rXg6-1897 journey. Dr. Atkinson 
was vcry young and as adventurous a s  
Delamere and proved to be an cxcel- 
Imt companion. 

Delarnere"~ expcdition of two hundred 
camels set out for the interior from Ber- 
bera in December, 1896. But it wasn't until 
August, rXg7, eight months later, that 
rhey reached Masabit. They passed 
tlxough the Ogadcn, crossed h e  Webbe 
Sheheyli and the Juba River, then 
marched westwards to  Mt. Furoli paral- 
lel to the present day Kcnya-Ethiopia 
border and finally down to Marsabit. 
He encountered few problems from the 
hmharas because they were prcoccu- 
pied with an ~nvarion launched by rhe 
Italians who were defeated that ycar at 
Adowa, but he still had to deal with the 
Galla and other tribes. 

Dclarnere camped at the crater lake on 
Marsabit Mountain for three weeks, 
and Atkinson shor twmry-one elephant 
during thcir sray. Thmc elephants for 
which Marsabit is notcd, carried large 

urntimed overleaf 



conrinued from page 29 
tusk< prcsumahly hecause they were 
rarely hunted at that time as most Euro- 
pean ivory hunters of the day operated 
around Lake Rudolf and to the south 
and west ofit. 

When Smith visited Marsabit in 1895, 
the Rendille and the Samburu shared 
grazing rights on thc mountain's slopes, 
but in 1897 the Samburu were driven 
out by the Boran who then came into 
possession of the mountain. The Masai 
to whom Smith referred to in his account 
were actually Sarnbusu. 

What is dear from what both Smith 
and Uelamerc found at Marsabit i s  that 
men, domestic stock and wildlife lived 
in reasonable harmony together-the nu- 
mbers in the equation were just right to 
enable ali to thrive. Both describe large 
herds of cattle, sheep and goats on the 
slopes of Marsabit, and found Iarge 
herds of wildl~fe. 

Detamere left Marsabit in September, 
1897 and headed south to Laisarnis and 
then across to Lake Rudolf. From there 
they turned south again and reached Eld- 
ama Ravine and thc highlands in Nove- 
mber, 1897, where he eventuaIly settled. 

The mists which still cover Marsabit 
early in themorning had been lifted by 
two explorers; but the mountain slept 
on in a sense for several more years. 
Xt was remote and far off the then beaten 
tracks. Few visited it, and Marsabit was 
to remain outside of thc orbit of effective 
British administration until 1909. 

Just before that, the "Boma Trading Co- 
mpany" sprang up in Kenya, (then the 
East Africa Protectorate). It had trade 
routes from as far north as Moyde and 
Addis Ababa, from which it brought 
down mainly a t t l e  for sale or exchange 
w ~ t h  the Masai who refused to sell to the 
European settlers. 

At that time Mwu was the northern- 
most government 'outpost; but the Boma 
Trading Company had a fort at Marsabit 
to protcct its caravans en route for Moyale 
or down to Meru. Permanent human 
settlement at Marsabit had thus begun. 

Then in 1909 a "Northern Frontier 
District "was drawn up by the new gove- 
nor, Sir Percy Girouard and Geoffrey 
Archer, then a District Commisioner, 
was assigned the task of setting up 
government srations in the area. 

Archer, a nephew of the Uganda Com- 
missioner Sir Frederick Jackson, set out 
north from Naivasha in April rgog with 
600 porters, the largest safari ever as- 
sembled in that era. He reached the Uaso 
Nyiro where Arthur Neumann, the South 
African ivory hunter-poacher had his camp 
-now the site of the Samburu Game 
Lodge. But he found "Neumann's Camp" 
hot, mosquito infested and full of bu- 
ffalo and so decided ta  move down river 
and set up "Archer's Post", where the 
present day township of the same name 
is located. 

Then, after spending several months 
setting up the government presence on 
the Uaso Nyiro, Archer moved on up 
to Marsabit riding a mule-seopping at 
Laisamis where he saw large herds of o r p ,  
eventually reaching Marsabit Mountain 
many weeks later. 

He marched on up the slope to "Crater 
Lake" as he called it In his book Per- 
sonal And Historical Memoir3 Of An 
East African Administrator (!963). 
There he met Captain Jack R~ddell 
("FIash Jack"), a former cavalry officer 
and Managing Director of  the Boma 

Trading Company then in the process of 
handing over its posts to the government. 
The two men lunched and then Archer 
took over she boma, with Riddell and his 
caravan marching out immediateIy- 
his chop boxes full of iIlicit ivory sawed 
into small pieces to escape detection. 
The Boma Trading Company staff were 
therefore the first elephant poachers on 
Marsabit. 

Archer set up his station on a ridge on 
the south-west of the Gof Sokorte Guda 
crater which at the time held a perm- 
anent lake. His first visitor was an Ameri- 
can millionairc, Max Fleischman, who 
had come for big game hunting. He shot 
a bull elephant on the edge of the forest- 
the first of his life and perhaps not such 
great sport since in spite of the presence 
of the Boma Trading Company, the clc- 
phants of Marsabit were as unafraid as 
they were when Smith and Delamere 
saw them. And there were plenty of them 
on the mountain; as Archer relates, he 
never took visitors through the forest 
because there were coo many elephant, 
buffalo, rhino, leopard and Iion at close 
quarters. 

After that interlude, a company of the 
King's African Rifles arrived and Archer 
began the first survcy of Marsabit Moun- 
tain. Part of this involved setting up bea- 
cons on the top of visible and easy to find 
landmarks, and in doing so Archer's grea- 
test problem was rhino. ". . . Every rocky 
hilllower dew: the mountainside was injested 
with them. . . he wrote. 

He charted the water-holes-cncounter- 
ing objections from elephanr in the pro- 
cess-and the principal '"of Sokorte 
Guda" and "Gof Sokorze Dika" within 
the forest. The  names in Boran mean 
"small" and "big sweet-water crater" 
respectively, the first containing a swamp 
and the dther a permanent "Crater Lake". 

After serving for three years at Mar- 
sabit, Archer went on Ieave and was 
replaced by J. 0. W. Hope wlm was 
given the title OWcer-in-Charge, North- 
em Frontier Distrfa. But Archerwas back 
in six months, replacing Hope who had no 
liking for Marsabit. 

Thereafter, he surveyed vast tracts af 
the Northern Frontier until May, 1913, 
when he was assigned to British Somali- 
land andlater became Governor. 

In time the government station was 
moved from the edge of the Crater Lake 
to a site on the northwest edge of the 
forest where the town of Marsabit is 
now locaced. But it still atuactcd visitors 
since the only access remained the old 
camel caravan rouse from IsioIo which 
took two weeks to cover. 

Then in 1921, Martin Johnson, an 
American photographer then well-known 
for h ~ s  films and photographs of the South 
Sea islands, decided to move so East 
Africa. He had been encouraged to do this 
by Carl Akeley, the American Museum of 
Natural History's famous naturalist-taxi- 
dcrmist, and formed a corporation for 
the project with financial backing from 
friends and family. Through Carl Akeley 
he also met Blaney Percival, then the Chief 
Game Warden of British East Africa. 

Martin Johnson and his wife Osa were 
neophytes, but under Pcrclval's guid- 
ance they were introduced gently to 
wildlife on the Athi Plains and in the 
Ithanga Hills before journeying up to 
Marsabit. It was a relatively undisrurb- 
ed area for wildlife, Percival told 
them, which meant they could get pic- 
tures of animals in as wild a state as pos- 
sible. And the elephant, rhino and buf- 
falo populations were enormous. 

The Johnsons moved up to Marsabit 
slowly, working along the Uaso Nyiro 
first, and then at Laisamis and other 
northern water holes. Eventually they 
reached the eovernment boma at Mar- 
sibit and afteFfour days of rest went up 
to Crater Lake. "Ir'3 Paradise," Osa 
Tohnson said on seeing it and thus was 
the lake renamed. 

They set up their first camp six miles 
from their "Lake Paradise" on the edge 
of the forest in company with the ele- 
phants. These were "truly wild," Martin 
Johnson wrote in Camera Trails in Afraca 
(1924), "'. . . but although the joresr was 
Literally reemin2 with them, we soon 
discowered that we had little to fear. . . 

He also wrote ". . . We frequently en- 
countered buffaloes. Sometime3 we were not 
aware of them until we saw their sh%ny 
black snouts close by, among the tress. 
Luckib rhey were very shy . .  . .And we 
saw rhinos ad nauseam." 

Martin Johnson also made a prophe- 
tic statement on that trip to Marsabit in 
rgz I. He wrote ". . . It i s  only a question of 
time until tke African elephant will have 
gone fo j#n she other exrincr mammoths in 
soms P!eisrocene heaven. Civilization has 
already crowded him out of South Africa. 
It i s  busy pushing him into the remote cor- 
ners of East Africa. Every new sisal planta- 
tion is a stvoke in the elephant's knell. For as 
soon as you have settiers artd .fawns, the 
eIephant with the whinocerox and the 
hippopatawus tnraxt be banished, . ." 
But he also s a d  of Marsabit, . . . 

". . . .We seemed to be in another world, 
a Garden of Eden, in which ir was easy to 
be good and happy, cand in which men an i  
animal5 lived in peace with one uuotker. . . 
Smith, Delnmere and Archer had seen i t  
that way too. The proportions of man, 
domestic stock and wildlife were just right 
to make a balanced equation. 

Martin and Osa Johnson arrived back 
in East Africa in January, 1924, with the 
intention of  making a film record of 
Africa's wildlife on a scale never before 
attempted. His films from his first trip 
won him the financial backing of the 
American Museum of Natural History 
and Georee Eastman of Eastman-Kodak. 
To this he-added the returns from his pop- 
ular film Truiltng African Wild Animals. 
The Tohnsons and the American Muse- 
um of Natural History planned to preser- 
ve Africa's wildlife as best rhey could, on 
film. 

Blaney Percival had by then retired, 
but he set off with the Johnsons for 
Marsabit again in April, X924, and 
remained with them for several months 
while their permanent a m p  was being 
built. 

Their plan was to stay at Lake Par- 
adise for four years. and this time they set 
up their permanent camp on the south- 
western ridge overlooking the lake, where 
Archer had his station. 

In addition to their four cars, they,bad 
ten ax-wagons and 220 men, making the 
population of their camp larger than 
that of their Marsabit boma several 
miIes away. 

The building of this camp took about six 
months and there were eight large build- 
ings in all, each built on cement founda- 
tions, with thatched roofs and walls made 
of Ions. mud and dung. There was a living 
room, 'bedroom, photographic laboratory 
(with a tin roof), a kitchen, two guest 
houses, a building for the electric generator 
and a garage. Below the ridge the forest 
was cleared for shambas and for the 
Johnsons' permanent staff housing. 

Martin Johnson's entries in his diary 



TOP: Marfin and 0 x 0  Johnson at Marsobit, c. 1925; and one 01 rheir pictures of pl!mh~ 
game ar a waterhole in Norrhera Kenya. (Reproduced from the book "Early Wildlife Phoro- 
graphers" by C. A. W.  Glg~isberg, reviewed pwe 33.) 

about Marsabit's 'yildlife described a 
Paradise now lost, . . . Leopard5 are here 
in $ i ~  numbers . . . we hear rkem almost 
every night.. .the place a s  aIive wirh ba- 
boons. . .some evcninfs at leasr a rhousand 
will be drinking at rke lake. .  .we hear 
hyenas from jive o'ciock in rhe afrrernoun 
r4nsil daybreak. . .every morninx we see h r ~ e  
herds of buffalo on the opposire side o j  the 
lake. . .e!cphants splash and rrumper in rhe 
lake every night, and ~pend a good purr of 
the day in  rhe forest. . . Afrer $inner we 
watch she game, first come rhe hyenas, then 
wild dor.7, rhea rhino a d  then elephana 
come and go aIl n i ~ h r .  . . I f ~ u r e  r h ~ r e  are 
about Fen rhino who come nightly. . ." 
For three and a half years, using Lake 

Paradise as a base, the Johnsons filmed and 
photographed the wildlife of northern 
Kenya. Thcy went om camel safaris to the 

Nyiru (N'Groon) Mountains and the Mat- 
thews Rangc and safaried to the Uaso 
Nyiro and no a11 of the water holes around 
Marsabit. Their motive was expressed by 
Manin Johnson in his diary ". . .I h m s  the 
ambisimr ED make a picrure record o j  rhe 
aairnuls of Africa that wi13 show the lye of 
each species from birth ro death. There are 
not many years left lor  making such a 
record. . . h another gmerarion,p&aps the 
animals of Africa will be a!/ but extinct. . ." 

Finally, Johnsons le f t  Marsabit in 
1927. They returned to East Africa three 
more times, the last being in 1933, when 
they used two Sikorsky amphibians to take 
aerial photos of w~ldl~f'e. Then, after a trip 
ro Bornco, Martin Johnson died in 1937 in 
a commcrcbl air crash in Califomla. But 
his w ~ f c  survived and later rerurned to 
Kenya as an advisor on the film, Stanley 

ond Liuing~rone. She died in New York 
In 1953. 

Thc Johnsons" Lake paradie Camp 
eventually reverted back to the forest, 
although very slowly. Some of the walk 
were still standing in the late 1930's. Now 
only the foundations remain. 

Although others had visitcd Marsabit 
before the Johnsons and others came 
afrcr them, it was they who made Marsa- 
hit and Lake Paradise known throuph their 
films, photographs, books and lectures. 

Uur still it remained a remote and 
beautifu1 wildlife sanctuary during the 
1930's and 1940's although allied troops 
en route to Ethiopia camped there during 
World War I1 and shot our much of thc 
wildlife-not only a t  Marsabit but through- 
out thc Northern Frontier Disrrict. 

In spitemf this, Marsabit continued to 
thrive and in the 1950's a two bedroom 
lodge, called "Ulanula" was constructed 
in the GoF Sokorte Dika crater, but it was 
burned down in the early 1960's by So- 
mali shifta. Whilc it lasted, it providcd 
welcome accommodation, however 
rudimentary, for a few hardy travellers 
who braved what was still an arduous trip 
over a bad trail from Isiolo. 

It was stiH there in 1961 when we firsr 
xisired Marsabic and recorded in our diary . . , The joresr is a beaurifrrl place with 
Spanish moss, flowers and numerous burrer- 
flies. Osa and Mart~n Johnson glrire 
appropn'arely c d e d  ir Paradise. . . There 
arc elephant all over the place, we encounter 
rbem on ~Imosr every rraij.. . When me 
retlrrned to Lake Paradise there were a 
dozen cfephanr in the lake, three bulls, 
seven cows and two totos.. . Doserer of 
elephant c m e  down to rhs lake Iasr nighr 
and r h i ~  morning we saw bushbuck, buffalo 
nndgirqfle. . ." 
The downward turn in^ point for Mar- 

sabit caine in the early ~g?o 'a .  The moun- 
tain and its forest were struck almost 
simultaneously wirh three distinct but 
interrelated adverse events. 

There was first a serious drought which 
only terminated with the short rains of 
1977, and it  is dificult m quantify the direct 
effect of the catastrophe on Marsabit's 
wildlife population. I t  is easier, in fact to 
assess the impact of other adverse press- 
ures on ~t generated by the dtought. 

The people who livc around Marsabit 
are pastoralists and their livestock l o s s ~ s  
were considerable. So many of them drove 
thcir hcrds on to the mountain for forage 
and water. In this way, in 1972, thevariables 
in thc balanced equation werc shifted. 
Domestic stock in large numbers crowded 
out the wildlife and some livestock owners, 
seeking to replace their lost animals, be- 
gan shooting the elrphants. Ivory rutned 
into cash enabled them to purchase 
replacement domestic stock. 

To these pressures was added that of an 
expanding human populatron in rhc town 
of Marsabit, on the edge of the forest. 
And a ncw road north which was a m p -  
leted to Marsabit In rhe early 1970's bro- 
ught In with ~t additional people with 
essential needs-and furrhcr pressare on 
the reserve. 

But in our view rhese were minor corn- 
parcd to the ecological deterioration 
caussd by the drought, domestic stock 
graxing in the forest, the cutting down of 
trees and rampant poaching. 

An aerial view of thc Marsabit area 
today presents a vivid picture of this 
human encroachment. I'lots of cultivated 
land surround thc forested mountam, 
tin-roofed houses dot the landscape hcrc 
and therc, and Boran huts clustcr at the 
very fringe of the town before the descrt 

cml inu~d werleaf 



cmrtltl& from page 31 I I =  
takes ovcr. Whilc walking or driving in the I cnr!tinrredfrrw: ~ Q E I ,  Y I 
area itseEf, the change i s  even more 
apparent. Where in years past one 
encountered Rendille and Boran pcople 
actively engaged in their every-day pursuits, 
now one is aware of an additional element 
of urban dweilers in search of what the 
town of Marsabit cannot providc. 

Marsabit town is crowded now, and its 
various peoples are asking of she moun- 
tain and the earth whar they cannot rcally 
give. 

As the people increased, the animals 
dwindled. One late afternoon we saw a 
lonely adolescent elephant eating tree 
branches In the Gof Sokorre Oika crater, 
but during our  four day stay we saw no 
othcrs on the rnountaln. A fleeting gli- 
mpse of one bushbuck was aRbrded us as 
we drove to the Johnson campsite at 
Lake Paradise while a herd of fifteen buf- 
falo silently appeared on the rim of the 
Lake for a brief Imk at thc waterless 
expanse before them. 

The trees a t  Marsabit look old with 
the weight of the cenmries, the  birds call 
their plaintive songs reminiscent a€ richer 
days while a sinister, other-worldly still- 
ness setttes over the mounrain. A para- 
d ~ s e  of ghosts, of former lives; it is so very 
dificult to picture what the Johnsons, 
Archer, Dclamcrc, Smith, and others 
saw here. 

Can three giraffes on a hill be the fore- 
Earners for a future, abudant animal po- 
pulacion? And where can she greater 
Kudu be found ro renew a dvnastv ~f 
forcst rulers? Their green rniosloh is 
sti l l  standing, albeit decayzng and des- 
po11cd. Thc rain can help to revrtalize it, 
but that 1s not LIZC only answer. A con- 
sc~ous efforr, a tserncndous helping hu- 
man hand must be extendcd to stop the 
death of Marsabit. 

Paradise can be regained, revisited and 
loved anew. Thc present tourists do not 
have the vision to imagine i t  as iit was, 
nor the hope to scc the promise of rhe 
future. The anger and frustratron at the 

. . 

IC the average tusk weight wag six kilos, then the product 
of just over roo,oon dead elepbnt had been collected and 
distributed by the wildlife authorities since thc ban. That 
is xoo,ooo elephant which either Iaid down and died of 
natural causes, or had been executed for tresspass on farm- 
land, o r  had been overIooked by their illegal hunters. 

It was more probable, the conservationists said, that poached 
ivory had  somehow been included i n  the export. 

An interesting cross-check on  their mortal i ty  estimate is with 
figures produced in a survey by Iaio Douglas-Hamilton's 
IUCN "Elephant Group" (page 19). His researchers and 
research sources reckoned t h a t  s m i n i m u m  75,000 and a 
maximum roz,ooa elephant had died in Kenya since 
September. 1973- 

This  was total mortal i ty  f r o m  ali causes, including drou~ht 
b u t  carcass densities were heaviest i n  the areas like Tana 
River, Tsavo and Samburu where large-scale poaching 
had been indicated in local Press reports. 

Thus, if nothing else, the scale a n d  charac te r  of the ivory 
business in Kenya was FairIy evident. But not  sa dealings in 
skins and the  smal l  bodily parts o f  wild animals, like rhino 
and dik-dik horn, lion claws and so on. Stock records and 
trade figures were impossible to obtain, bu t  it was clearly 
a profitable business judging b y  the  s h a r p  increase  of new 
traderslicensed-and unlicensed-since 1973. 

Some of them, Iike the  ivory merchants, might not have been 
etitirely straight in the conduct of both retail  and export 
dealings sincr: it seems they had sheafs o f  signed, but un- 
specified and undated, official permits required for each 
sale. N o r  did they seem to have much social conscience, 
ctc. about  what they were seIliag-like Grevy zebra skins, 
in one case, when the  government was spending conscr- 
vation funds on  rescuing the species from poachers in the 
ntnrth. .. . . .. 

World Wildlife Fund-Kenya was alwayi! eloquent on the  
subject, and reported one example recently o f  a dealer 
offering them three fresh pelts from caracals, which are 
rare ir, Kenya and totally protected under  the Third Sche- 
dule of thc IVildlifc (Conservation and Management) Act. 

The shop-keeper offered t o  procure an export permit for 
what he would describe as "three baby 1lons"-with pointed, 
tufted ears presumably. 

In this incident there were several infractions of the law by  
people who were confident of getting away with i t  then, 
bu t  must be worried now. 

anachron~sm in view of the lack of inr- 
ercst thc area holds for average tourist. 
In all fairness, visitors should be kept 
away mtll such time as Marsabit regarns 
irs former beauty. 

So Marsabit Mountain rodag is a 
"Paradise Lost". And this loss wiIl probably 
be lrrevcrsible if the current Reserve 
status of the area continues. For Reserve 
status permits human activities which 
at present are destroying both the ecology 
and fauna of the mounrain. 

Marsabit Mounta~n and its forest 
should be made a nattonal park immedia- 
tely along with other adjacent areass. 
This change in administrative designation 
in and of itself will not preserve the 
mountain and its fauna. Bur it will a[ 
least be a stcp in the right direction. 

Along with it, thcre must be a con- 
certed effort to prevent poaching, which 
i s  already the major problem in uther na- 
tional parks. I f  these measures are nor 
taken immediately, before long rhe wind 
will be thc only movement through the 
trees ofMarsabit. . Acknowled~cmenrs: Thanks arc ex- 
rtntied ro ckc Martin artd Ora Johnnsoa 
Sufori M~tselrm, Cltanate, Kmsm for 
pervlrrsion t o  reprodlrce the phoroquph.? 

.2kurrrrr.7ohnso~r. 

discovery that Marsabit has nothing to 
offer them in return tor the arduous ~ o u -  
rney undertaken to reach it, 1s unfortu- 
natrlp discharged to the efficient and rcs- 
ponsible staff of the Marsabit Lodge. The 
48 bed lodge, managed by rhe KTDC, 
is comfortable and well run, hut it is an 

although it affected mostly disposable ~ u r o p e a n  enternrise. 
The much more serious declaration of intent was the diffi- 
cult political decision to prohibit a lasgely citizen trade 
in curios. 

Somewhat more dificuIt perhaps than what in logicaIIy 
the  next step as Kenya and its supporters finally write OK 
the past as a bad  expericnce. That would be  t o  isoIate, 
identify and finally prosecute at least a token selection of 
peoplc who would be na tura l  casualties of the  brave new 
"ethic" for Kenya. 

. . 

It could be  that any  protection these traders and officials 
might have had will be removed aItogether if the Kenya 
G o v c r n m m t  continues to restore an international image 
marred by nothing much else than the extent of wildlife 
destruction in reccnt years.. 

The hunting ban last April was the start of the  repair  process, 

- -  - - 

Elephant Survey 
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km' has been censused for elephant. 
The climate grades N.E.IS.\V. from sub- 
humid to arid, and rhe habitat varies 
from forest to bushed grassland. 
A mean of two aerial counts in 1973 

(Gwjntne) estimated the eIcphant popu- 
lation at 31,000 with correction made for 
poor visibility. In 1976, a mean of SIX 
counts estrmated an elephant population 
of I O , ~  (Bztnderson) but since this 
figure was nor corrected upmsds for rhe 
clcphants possibly missed in the forat, 
the difference 1 s  probably not as grcat 
as it appears. 

T h e  forest i s  swampy and full of tsetse 
fly, so the elephants in it are still rela- 
tively undisturbcd. In August, when the 

water-holes near the mast sre full, the 
elephants come out of the forcsr and 
meare a wonderful spectacle oi' wild 
elephants on the beaches, sliding down 
sand dunes and wading through rnangrDvc 
swamps to wavc-la~hed coral ~slands. Rut 
whcn they raid thc ficlds where villagers 
are struggling to grow crops rhey me 
killed and burned and charred elephant 
akclcrons surround mch villago. 

T h e  Dodori Crcek and Boni Forest 
Reserves have bccn designated, bur they 
have yet to be properly studied, pro- 
tected and developed. 
Mounrain Nurionul Parks 
THE Moanrain National Parks include 
Mt. Kenya, the Aberdares and Mt. 
Elgon. They arc high rarnfall, foresred 

conrlnued page 33 
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areas, in which the elephants are appa- 
rcnrly relatively safc, and may even be 
increasing. Accurate counu are almost 
impossible a t  present, but infonned 
guesses put the populations of the Mt. 
Kenya and Abcrdare Forests at nround 
3,000 each (1Voodlcy), while a reccnc 
guess for Mt. Elgon was r,zoo-r,sm (Boy). 

The etephant densities in these areas 
are some of the highest in rhe country; 
from 1.5 to 24 per km2, but the forests 
arc gradually bcing reduced by cutting. 
At the hurnan-ekphant interfaces, rhere 
is conflict, which IS largely controlled by 
the maintenance of ditch and Fence 
barriers. 

Sarnburu~Laikipiu 
SAMBURU and Laikipia Districts to- 
gether cover 29,911 L2 of which only 
633 krn' is Game Rcscme. T h e  climate 
varies from sub-humid on the highlands 
t o  dry on the lowlands, and thc land IS 

mostly, lightly bushed savanna. 
Laikipia District is largely private ranches 
and Samburu was primarily hunting and 
photographic blocks where cIcphants have 
been very hard hit hy illegal hunting 
since I972. But a count in 1975 and sub- 
sequent reports indicate rhat numbers of 
elephants in Samburu have been drast- 
ically reduced, rradilional movement pat- 
terns have bcen disrupted and the re- 
maining elephants arc mainly young and 
inexperienced and hencc arc threatened. 
Somc elephants havc moved out of 
Samburu and on to Laikipta ranches, 
where they have not previousIy been seen. 

Norrhern Prm'nce (Norrh- West) 
THE area to the west of Lake Turkana 
incIudes Turkana Disrrict and part of 
Pokoc and Baringo Districts. It is about 
~ m , o o o  km' of dry lightly bushed grass- 
land, barren lava to the cast and sparse 
acacia woodland on the highlands and 
along rivers, with vegetation and rainfall 
gradients highest in the wcst and south. 

Most of the area is arid and very arid, 
but humid in the highlands. 

No accurate estimare of numbers is 
available, but elephant density is extreme! y 
low, in the region of o.orE(Km2. A small 
group of elephants is reported to  exist 
along the Kerio Valley and small groups 
arc reported to move from the Karusuk 
Hills and along the Turkwell rives. 

Norrhm Province (Norrh-fist)  
THE area to the east of Lake Turkana, 
which includes Marsabit and Mandera. 
Islolo and Wajir Districts is 178,860 km'of 
largcly arid and very arid country. It 
contslns Marsabit National Reserve 
(2,088 km" of which the mountain itself 
is humid to dry sub-humid. A sough 
estimatc of 300 elephants sdll occur in 
the Rescmc, although illegal hunting and 
conflict witb small pockets of agriculture 
is reported. Elsewhere elephants h v c  
decreased from what was always a very 
low density KO occasional occurrences in 
a Tew isolated packets, such as ncas Moyale 
and Bute Hrlu. The Lor~an Swamp area 
which used to support elephants has 
dried in recent years and ilkgal hunting 
has helped to virtuaIly elirnlnatc cIc- 
phants. Yimally all the surface water 
is heavily utilised by pastoralists and is 
effectively unavailable to elcphanrs. 

The stnvq mas in part, based OH darn 
Kindiy provided by a number o j  dfffcrent 
scientists, for which me are very breareful 

-K.H. 

FACES OF KENYA 
reviewer: Leslie Brnwn 

"Faces of Kenya" by David Keith nificent space and light, the crowds of 
Jones. (Hanli~h Hamiiron) Price:Shr 2401- birds and animals. The photograph 
-542 or BL24 i>rcltcditzr p.+p.  ,from of the Rifr Vallcy opposite p. 154, which 

we all see cvcry time we drive from 
AFTER all the g h m i ~ k s y  in rccent Nairobi to  Nakuru, is here endowed, 
pictorial books abour Kenya, with painted witb magic by camful composition, light- 
Masai buttocks and grainy, overblown ing, and the risht cIouds. 
Turkana bosoms, it is nice co see At animals and birds, perhaps bc- 
a book of photographs whlch are just pho- cause these sublccts have been more 
tographs without any trick, and can thoroughly done hy -spccialisrs. he is 
stand on their own merits. rather less successful; but again thme 

This is a collection of good, are some magnificent pictures, such as 
often f i rs t  class, and sometima bril- the onc of thc old bull elcphant resting, 

~ h r n o g r a ~ h s  of various places his trunk idly dangling over his right 
in Kenya, their wild and human inhabi- rusk. Back or &dc lighting, lligMy dCc- 
€ants, flowers and trees. It is ~ r o b a b l ~  tivc with human suhjccts, 2s perhaps 
the finest overall pictorial s W e Y  of Kenya lcss suited to animals and birds. How- 
yet produced, as it covers a11 aspects of ever 1 doubt if a better pi-c in black 
Kmya'z life, whereas most photopaphers and white exists of the Saddle-b~llcd 
concentrate on one aspect, throwing Stork or Goliahr Heron; if i t  doer I 
in a little of othcrs for good measure. havc not scen it. 

David Jones spccialisrs in the black Again, the wide scene, with animals 
and white medium, mare difficult but and birds, IS admirably portrayed. The 
in this selection just as satisfying as pelicans and other birds all a t  thcir case 
colour; some of the pictures arc superb. on pp. ~367, and the wirdebeestc slog- 
His best, to my mind, arc thwr: of pcoplc, ging to water in midday h a t  on pp. go- 
shown in n a m i  attitudes and jping 93 admjrabIy convey what we have often 
about xheir affarrs. There are some seen, endowed with photographer's art. 
splendid pomaits, which must in some I supposc a ~rurisr could object to the 
cases have been pwed with a view to photographs of ostriches in nuptial dls- 
perfect lighting for the effect desired. play on pp. 56-57, which is "ffopped" 

1 would not put i t  beyond David over both pages; hut it makes a striking 
Jones' skill to take the tancd-up smt t ing  pictute. 
Moran demanding Za/- from the average The skilled usc of back and side light- 
tourist, and make him look like a ing and thc care given to making first- 
spIendid spccimen of yclung manhood. class prints has midentry posed problems 

Kern to  people, the best p h o t o p p h s  of reproduction, as the detail in shadows 
to  my mind are those of the great wide is often lost when he knows it is thcre 
scents this country can offer, thc mag- in the original print. T h e  wrinkles on the 

face of the old blind Samburu woman 
conrinued pa~e  34 

FIRST PHQTZJ-HUNTERS 

Early Wildlife Photographerr by C. A. W. Johnson's showmadike cine Nms of 
Gug~iberg Published by Dmil and Serengeti lions in the rg3os, he traces 
Charles. Hmd cover, 128 p w e s  BImk and the tortuous development of wildlife 
White illurtratkns. photographer's technique in the face of 
"CAMERA, Sir? YCS I have a very nice frustratingly limited camera rcchnology. 
model here. A rz* x 10" wet plate version, A detailed index and bibliography 
mmplete with a supply of glass plates, r ~ t l f y  to thc author's painstaking research, 
chcmiwls, flash powder, and a wheel- and make this n useful reference book. 
barrow to carry the camera. One can't help feeling, however, that rhe 

Photogmphrc safari? EIow about this- worldwide treaunent of such a rich 
four months in Kenya, you stay up all subject dcssrved a larger hook, more 
night !or at leasr 50 nights, you'll get imaginative layout, morc critical text. 
malaria, mongooses will srcal your equip- Importanr topics like "nature faking" 
ment, and of course you do all your have bccn glossed over, and the develop- 
own dcvcloping and printing in rhe ment of artistic cornpasition completely 

ignored. And what book on the hisrory 
The year, rgog. Put yourself in Arthur of wildlife photography can be complcte 

Dugmore's shoes-smut ones they must without a t  lcast one cliche shot of the 
have been:-and you too can walk 1,5ao successful huntcr, rifle in hand and one 
milcs on safari, to come back w ~ t h  pass- foot on rhe still-warm b a s t ?  
able photos of only 24 species of wild Professor Guggisberg's reluctance to ad- 

mit the early ~nterdependence of hunrer 
Inte this brief but generously illus- and photographer docs h ~ m  little credit. 

tra~ed volume, Charles Gugggisberg has "When did enrhusiasts first drop the gun 
packed a wcalrh of fascinating inform- for the camera, the dust jacket asks? 
ation abour the efforts and experrments How often did those early photographers 
of Anhw Dugmore and more than a drop the camera for thc gun, wc rnrght 
hundred other early narurc photogra- ask in return? That charging rhino in 

Dugmore's rnmr spectacular photo was 



Faces of Kenyr, 
from pwe 33 
havc almost disap-d; and those old 
friends on the Lamu waterfront ouzhr to 
(and do) have eyes. However, rhaA is 
the fault of the publisher, not the photo- 
grapher. 
In the colour sections the reproduaim 

is often poor, sometimes bad. I do not 
know whether thc zebras and other ari- 
mals on platc 9 are supposed to be out of 
focus, or arc just out of register; and 
Baclcur Eagles are not bottle-grcen. 
The  yellow and green shades in the cclour 
reproduction have often been overJone, 
but some arc st111 delightful; a bit of cx- 
cess ycllow does a sunset or dawn little 
harm, and scc skilled use of light again 
in the Rendille encampment (Plate 34). 
In the colour rhrrc 1 s  the only mrs- 
identification In thc book, and a forgivable 
one; Flare 1 1  is a White-faced, not an 
African Scops Owl, though it is only 
found in Africa. 

The picrurm are gathered round five 
main subiects. [he Coast, Game County, 
thc Lakes, Mountains, and Deserts. 
The pl~otographer's favourltes arc the 
mountains and the deserts, and these are 
the least likely co change in the future. 
For each there Fs an rntroducrory factual 
page, folrowed by a chapter written with 
feeling, insight, knowledge, find imagl- 
natlon. David Jones feels very kecnly 
that it is a privilege for 20th Century 
Technological Man still to be able to 
see African tribesmen living [heir lives 
much as they used to, little affected 
by progress". Perhaps in doing so he 
tends to Iook at them through rase-cu- 
loured spectacles; hut maybe chat's 
better than thinking the livcs of the poor 

just nasty, brutish and short. Unfonu- 
nateIy too, there is no doubt that the 
wonderful wild life he twites of has taken 
a frightful bmrlng from commercial 
poachers over the last few years ; and bcfore 
long he may not be ahle ro find a rhino 
in Arnbaseli to pose against Kilirnanjaro. 
An educationist himself, who has taught 
modern rechology at several schoots 
in K a y ,  he can see the unwisdont of 
teaching Shakesptare and N e w  Math to 
a Gabbra nomad's child; but perhaps 
fails to see the near-impossibility of 
mantaining an increasing popuIation of 

the *'Mounra~ns oi rllc Moon" which 
still retain ~ h c  my<tiquc of she legends 
assoc~arrd w ~ t h  thcm. But days 
it's porsible to climb among them sarclv, 
although the highest peaks challcnge 
specialist aipinc climbing groups i'rorn 
Europc. Still, a wcck's cxpcdition among 
the giant hcwhers up to the line of thc 
glaciers at 4,400 rn. rs by no means difi- 
cult and, properly organised, a n  bc. a 
vrry pIasnnt safari experience. So too, 
incidentally, is thc equatorial forest sec- 
tion of the park which shelters numerow 
bur elusive Okapi and Bongo. 

In all, we have at Virunga what we 
fml is small paradiscof n n t u r e a  sample 
of a principle natural rc5ourcc of  fhc 
country which is lncr~asingly cherished bp 
its p ~ p l c .  
This awareness of the value of the unique 
Zaircan "wilderness" was once cxpresscd 
by President Mobutu Srse Seko, and the 
quotation i s  perhaps a fitting conclus~on 
to this article:- 

" IVe /have certain advanrage ire bcirtg 
~lnder-eqt i~ppcd.  W e  have TO be protrd rhar 

gallery 
watatu 

African and International Artists 
including Work by Ancent Soi, Theresa 
Musoke, Robin Anderson, Jony Waite 

and Thelma Sanders. 

CONSOLIDATED HOUSE: STANDARD STREET: 
P.O. BOX 41 855. NAIHOBI. KENYA TELEPHONE 28737 

such peoplc wherc they are, in the old 
way, without providing an outlet for 
the enterprising youth who might want 
to look elscwhcre for honey. 

In short, a splendid book, written by 
an unassuming But knewledgcable author, 
illustrared by his awn supcrh photo- 
graph%, somcwhat spoiled in their pcr- 
fecrion by thc reproduction- His wife, 
Carla, has plaved a great part in it, and 
has helped h~rn on all his safari%. It 
desetvcs to succeed, for it is true and 
factual porrraysl. owing nothing to 
special effects. Leslie Brown 

we havc ncvcr made erlnrs stich qr rho.~e 
which are rcrrrrrcd b?~ .ro?Jze cnuntrtes con- 
sldered ar rortrplerefir dcweloped. W E  arc 
Ircuex di~apporr~r~.d,  l~or m shn:c our grresrs 
nlrr old carhcdralr or wtorlu??lerIrs b~calise 
thc I~rr;rwr qf nttr ulrce.rrors r r  rhc rtar~tra[ 
beartry of ore' cnlintry; orir tr7ler1, largt 
streutlrr, Jore-.rrs I I ~ F ~ C ~ I ,  U~!IVIQIS,  Infics, 
volcatroes, ~rtortasar~rs and p l a i ~ r ~ .  IH u word 
H Z ~ I I ~ E  11 flte ir~rergroI artd S C ~ I  part nf 01rr 
or~grriabry a d  prsa~raltry. 

'"I shotdd 11or rrdrprise yorl  whtn rue 
declurc zhat owl- or~rhitinra is ro mahe our 
coldtirry, Zaire, rlie poradtsr of narure. 
IYc J~nvc rm i~~te?trio~r ro spcc~~la tc  lipan 
prthlic cr~rio.rrr.v bv xcllittx rl~e skitrx of cro- 
CO~;!ET jor Irarrdbays. lVc rua~rt firsr Fn 
rrrrdy hozu rhest. utrrnralr grow becnrtre me 
do nor 1.vi.th rhesc alz~mnlr m di~appear 
irr orrr I\iaftorta/ I'urks, When vislt~~rr: the 
Parlrs, rourlsrs mrtsr be rrrrrh rlre ~ trard~onr  
atrd fo!Im~ rl~cir  ur~trlactio~r." 

"lvc derirc un{%~ rkat nlhelr scicnrists wiI! 
haue rrarrf irrn~d tkr world irrta atr arti- 
ficial ntre rhnr itr %arrc atr a l i r h ~ ? l r i c  Iratrcre 
rvill rest0111 ." 
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FOR LOW-COST 
CAMPING SAFARIS 

TOURS. HOTEL 

LODGE BOOKINGS 

*TOURS, HOTEL AND LODGE 
BOOK1 NGS 

*SELF-DRIVE AND CHAUFFEUR 
DRIVEN CARS, MICROBUSES, 
AND LAND ROVERS. 

Hairobi Haure, 2nd Floor, 
Corner Kenyatta Awe. Govt. Road, 

P.O. Box 22450 PHONE: 337726 NAIROBI, KENYA 
L Grams. GREYLIME. 



'lext Book Centre 
Limited 
of Kiiabe Street 

P.O. Box 47540, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Telephone 337 337 /8,335205, Nairobi. 

Telegraphic Address: TEXT BOOKS 

I ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR OUR OVERSEAS 

I BUYERS OF BOOKS 

ON KENYA 

A full catalogue of Contemporary 

Africana Books now available. 

Simply write for one, 

we will mail it free of charge. 

I 

' ASK Y OURSELF-WMAT IS AN EXPERT? 
'& \ \ -~ l l l l l l  \ ,>,I > i t !  ~ ~ \ ~ l # ~ r l l ~ l l 4  4 ,  t \Iallhl.-.L 

! Y I L ~ .  ,hrrm V O I I  CIIIIIL! 111 I l i l t v  ;I-. \ 11111. (; 1 1 1 1 1 1 .  i l l 1 1 1  \ t r i  :111111iu * Ir'l'#.;lr I I I ~ I - I  rr Ir~.rt ~ l a u r  r . l , i~licr. r I I I I ~ .  elmn.., tbh.l id~-~,llllh - 

Africa 1s bug-What ynur Exper: e r p e d  In7 C o n s ~ d e r  
the trues and f lowers and grasses, the anlmals.  Ihe  Blrds.  he 
savannah [ p l a ~ n s ) .  the n y ~ k a .  (bush) ,  th? marme Illtoral, 

la the deserts. Ihe  rnounranns.and not  leas!-the peoplc 

ALL THIS IS AFRICA 
q# Onl)  011,~ u//rchr ( , O I I ? ~ ~ I I I , I  . ~ d i  vr t13,nr  1" I /> , ,  

j o u r n a l  Ir;rr hr~r.11 .r;rfarr r r r ?  I ~ I  .\lrit Itrrrc,,! 

SO WE ALSO TRY HARDER! 
WOULD YOU CONSIDER T H P T  I M P O R T l N T  IN 

C H O O S I N G  YOUR GUIDE TO AFRICA7 

s c e n l s  ot Alrnca 
We Ere naturalists who love 4lrnca and we are r n l a y ~ ~ l g  

he lp~r 'g  you l o  love 1 1  l o o  

B D l  20127 NAIROBI, K E H Y I .  E A S T  A F R I C A  

AND C A M E L  SAFARIS I# K E N Y A ' S  F A R  N O R T H  

"Highly Recommended by the East Afrlcan 

CAMPING SAFARIS 

Our recent "NEWSLETTER" 
advertisements in Africana resulted in five 
very good safaris. four from U,S.A. and one 
from Bwzil. 

All these people had been here 
before and had been perfectly satisfied with 
their tours but they had also realised that 
our type of camping safar~ was a 'better 
way to travel. 

I think we can say that all 
these clients enjoyed thew safaris thoroughly 
and some of them will be back again. 

70 find out momi? wrine to: 

Robert Lowis 

Trans-Af ricsn Guides 
P 0 Box 44538 NAIROBI - Kenya 

FOR EUTHENTIC AND ORIGINAI 
MAASAI, TURKANA 
and SAMBURU ART 

We maif parceIs throughout 
the world 

KENYAlTA AVE NUE, 
P.Q. ROX 4821 7, NAIROBI, KENYA 



P.O. Box 46898, Nairobi, Phone: 201 50. 
Acknowledged as Nairobi's foremost shop for  

*EXQUISITE JEWELLERY IN PRECIOUS 

AND SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES AND WIDE VARIETY OF CURIOS. 

ALSO EXCLUSIVE BATIK AND OBJECTS D'ART. 

KENOL HOUSE - KOINANGE STREZT 

BRAND NEW MAKES OF CARS IN STOCK 

for: SELF-DRIVE 

CAR H I R E  AND TOURS. 

WORKS OF WAKAMBAAND MAKONDZ 
SCULPTURES AND BATIKS BY SOME OF THE 
FAMOUS EAST AFRICAN ARTISTS 

AFRICA CULTURAL GALLERY 
Norwich Corner House. Corner of Kaunda StreetlKimathi Street. P.O. Box 10320, Nairobi, Kenya. 

Oncc, C+ sliari w a s  a of t c n t s ,  camp ztd!, IarTe 
.Sires and excit ~3ner.r: wheq t he  in?ividua7 was a b l e  to 
en joy h i r  own secluded domain away from crow,1~.l lodges. 

It i s  s t i l l  p o s s i h l ~  to sepk o u t  these w i l d  areas, 
a l t h o u g h  w i t h  r i s i n g  cosr: it i s  becoming increasi.ng7y Cables 'Safarico' 

expensive !or a c o g r ; ! ~  to t a k e  a tent& 
safari. So, a 5  in 0th- years, we a e  

HORSE T R E K K ~ H G  ~ f f ~ r i n g  S ~ I P  C>JJ,PT?TG S A F A R I S  spread over 
I978 a-2 I07C, enaPl.ing you to j o i n  a 

l y  GAME LODGES 'elect , q r o ~ p .  For LPFF t han  a thir* of 
?he cost of a n  :nav:~!l~dl safari ve  

MOUNTAIN C L I M B I N G  camp i n  +he same t r a r?qu;  l s p o t s  ';r; t h  a l l  

and FISHING SAFARIS. 
I n  this way we can hope to i n t r o d u c ~  you to a t  

* D i f f e r e n t  safari5 are least part of t h e  f a s c i n a t i n n  of Africa. 
u f _ F e ? d  at t k e  average 
cos? or" la2 PPX day. write t o  E o g e r  C o r I i ~ l d .  



TREASURES & CRAFTS LTD. 
KAUNDA STREET, ESSO MOUSE, 

P.O. BOX 30529, NAIROBI, TEL. 28356 

1. TANZANITE STONES HANDBAGS JEWELLERY a CURIOS I 
I WE'LL DESPATCH THROUGH OUR WORLD-WIDE PARCELS SERVICE 

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED I 
zunn yxaFarS 

FOR ALL TYPES OF: TOURS SAFARIS 
AND FOR ALL HOTEL a LODGE BOOKINGS 

Call. Cable or Contact us at 
PORTAL PLACE P.O. Box 74495, CABLES: SUNNY 

BANDA STREET Tel. 26587, 27659 NAIROBI KENYA. I 

I UNlOUE SELECTION OF AFRICAN I 
HANDICRAFS 

"WIDE VARIETY OF INDIGENOUS 
JEWELLERY 

+ CURIOS % CARVINGS 

STONE JEWELLERY 

+ KENYA GEMSTONES 

* BATIKS 

* HANDBAGS 



( Kenya's most exciting ) 

I and exclusive shop, where you wil l  find the very 

best hondmade Kenya crafts, fabrics and 
clothes including antiques, crofts end iewellery 

1 frem all over Africa. H 

I WE DESPATCH 
PARCELS THROUGHOUT THE woam I 

I Next t o  N a r  Stanley Hokl, 
Y a n d m d  Sircet. 

P 0.  Bur 4535J. Nslrobl- Td 17674 
Open from 8 30 a.m. - 6 p.m Saturday and Sunday included 

Kenva. East Africa. 

SAFARI OF YOUR CHOICE IS WITH US. 
FOR FREE BROUCHURES SEND 

COUPON BELOW: 

BIG FIVE TOURS & SAFARIS LTQ., 
P.O. BOX 10367 Nairobi. Kenya. East Africa. 

are IMTERESTED I N .................................- 
DAYSMlEEKS TOUR OF EAST AFR1C 

P.O. Box 49420, Tel. 332744. 



NEW 8TANLEY HOTEL NORFOLK HOTEL OUT6PAN a 

hotels 
Q b4 we'll show you lcenya. 8 
n m 

i3 
Block hotels can provide a complete panorama 

T~ of Kenya. From their famous Nairobi City hotels, 
3 the Norfolk and the New Stanley, just five miles 

away from the Nairobi National Park, to the Game 
Lodges at Samburu and Keekorok where you can 
see wi ld l i fe  in its natural habitat. - .  

G7 w From thecountry style Outspan Hotel and its neigh- 
a! bouring world famous Treetops to t he  luxurious 

0 
52 

F 
I Nyali Beach Hotel on the Indian Ocean shore, m I] 
J w Block hotels represent al l  that is wonderful about 

Kenya-one of the world's great vacation countries. 
& 

PI > 
7 

E 
E Block Hotels, 

P.O. Box 40075, 

@ 
4 NAIROBI, Kenya, 

Q 
2i Telephone 20321 /2, 

Cables: Snuggest, g Telex: 221 46. 

'1. R 
NEW8TANLEYIKYTEL NORDLKHOTEL OUT6PAN 
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