
Find us on facebook
The East African Wild Life Society

Follow us on twitter
@eawildlife

East African Wild Life Society,  P.O.Box 20110-00200 Nairobi, 
Kenya Riara Rd, Kilimani, Nairobi

+254 (020) 3874145  

+254 (0) 722 202 473

+254 (0) 734 600 632

info@eawildlife.org

APRIL 2019 THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION IN EAST AFRICA

EAWLS forestry programme 
officers Anne Muthoni and 
Gerard Ngumbi represented 
the Society at the public 

participation stakeholder’s forum 
on the draft policy on Bamboo 
Management and Utilization that was 
held in Vihiga County on March 22.

The EAWLS representatives 
shared their knowledge on bamboo 
growing and the various uses of the 
wood. The forum followed events 
to mark the national celebration of 
the International Day of Forests that 

EAWLS partners with Karen 
Golf Club to support Karuka 
Primary School

EAWLS urges Kenya Forest 
Service to protect Oloolua 
Forest

Meeting reviews Draft Lake 
Ol Bolossat Integrated 
Management Plan

were held Siaya County.
The aim of the draft bamboo policy 

is to provide for development of the 
sector in the Country and sensitize 
people on the importance of bamboo 
and to reduce the over-exploitation 
of other types of wood.

Cabinet Secretary Environment and 
Forestry, Keriako Tobiko, presided 
over the event, which was also 
attended by Vihiga County Governor 
Wilberforce Ottichilo and other 
officials.

EAWLS takes part in Public Forum 
on National Bamboo Policy

Cabinet Secretary, Keriako Tobiko plants a commemorative tree before the start 
of the forum meeting in Vihiga County. Looking on are Vihiga County Governor, Dr 

Ottichilo (in-checked short sleeved shirt) and other officials.



Some destructive activity 
was reported inside Oloolua 
Forest, which is part of 
the larger Ngong Forest in 

Kajiado County, on March 26.
Images and videos circulating on 

social media showed that some 
excavation work was going on inside 
the forest and lorries were seen 
moving in an area that seemed like a 
swathe of woodland was cut to make 
way for an access road.

EAWLS in its advocacy role 
contacted Kenya Forest Service 
(KFS) whose mandate is to protect 
and manage government forests in 
a bid to alert them on the reported 
activities. KFS in a press statement 
said it had suspended licences 
issued to Hydro Masters Company 
for extraction of quarry dust and all 
other activities within the particular 
section of the forest.

EAWLS urges Kenya Forest Service to 
protect Oloolua Forest 

EAWLS partners with 
Karen Golf Club 
to support Karuka 
Primary School

In our continued support for 
Mt. Suswa Conservancy, 
EAWLS in partnership 
with the Karen Golf Club 

supported the installation of 
a 10,000-litre water tank at 
Karuka Primary School ahead of 
the long rains.

The donated water tank will 
provide clean water for about 
222 people, including 210 
pupils. The tank installation 
was made possible through 
proceeds from a charity golf 
tournament held at the Karen 
Golf Club. The tank will used for 
rainwater harvesting and is an 
effort to advance Kenya’s aim to 
achieve the global Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
on access to clean water and 
sanitation. 

The Suswa region is prone 
to flooding yet falls among the 
regions that suffer acute water 
shortages regularly.

EAWLS held a series of 
workshops in March 
to review the mapping 
of critical habitats, 

water points, degraded sites, 
infrastructure, and potential 
tourism sites around Lake Ol 
Bolossat.

The review meetings were 
intended to inform and 
contribute to the Draft Integrated 
Management Plan for Lake Ol 
Bolossat. The meetings also 
discussed the socio-economic 

survey report and developed 
programmes and targets for Lake Ol 
Bolossat conservation.

With funding from Critical 
Ecosystem Fund (CEPF), EAWLS 
is implementing a 16-month 
project entitled “Strengthening the 
Management and Protection of 
Lake Ol Bolossat.” CEPF is a joint 
initiative of l’Agence Française de 
Développement, Conservation 
International, the European Union, 
the Global Environment Facility, 
the Government of Japan, and 

the World Bank. As part of this 
project, EAWLS is supporting the 
review process of the Old Lake Ol 
Bolossat Integrated Management 
Plan (IMP 2008-2013).

The workshops resulted in the 
drawing up of an implementation 
structure. Participants presented 
their comments and suggestions 
for inclusion in the draft plan 
and a map that includes the 
infrastructure, biodiversity, 
degradation, management and 
utilisation.  

Signage at the entrance of Oloolua Forest Block station
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