World Wildlife Day (WWD) is celebrated on 3rd
March annually since its proclamation during the
68th session of the United Nations General Assembly. It is on this day in 1973 that the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) was adopted with Kenya
becoming a signatory in 1992.
The Day is marked to create awareness of the status of the
world’s wild flora and fauna. The Convection requires State
parties to regulate the international trade of flora and fauna
species to ensure their survival.
The 2021 WWD theme is “Forests and Livelihoods:
Sustaining People and Planet” and aims to create
awareness on the significant role that forests play as sources
of livelihood to millions of people globally, including indigenous and local communities. Forests provide key ecosystem
services including food, shelter, energy, medicine, spiritual
and cultural benefits as well as climate regulation to an
estimated 200-350 million communities (living within or
adjacent to forests) worldwide. In addition to the aforementioned, forests are habitats to about 80 per cent of the
world’s terrestrial wild species.
Despite the critical role of forests, they continue to face a
myriad of threats including deforestation, encroachment
by human settlements and agriculture, and climate change.
These reduce the ability of the forests to provide goods and
services to local communities that depend on them thus
adversely affecting their livelihoods. Reduction in forest
cover also affects wildlife habitats greatly contributing to the
decline of the world’s wildlife populations.
This years’ WWD not only aims to create awareness of the
vital role of forests to people and the planet. It is also a call
for the adoption of sustainable forest-based livelihoods in
line with United Nations Sustainable Goals (SDGs); 1 (poverty reduction), 2 (elimination of hunger), 12 (sustainable

consumption and production patterns), 13 (climate action)
and 15 (protection, conservation and sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems).
In Kenya, wildlife not only faces habitat loss, but other
threats such as poaching and pollution. The East African
Wild Life Society (EAWLS) is at the forefront of promoting
wildlife conservation in Kenya and the entire East African region through participating in the formulation and
review of relevant legislation and policies at both national and county levels, capacity building through donating
anti-poaching equipment and training; development of
protected area management plans, restoration of degraded forest ecosystems; and the promotion of sustainable
livelihood among the forest adjacent communities. All these
initiatives have gone a long way to safeguard forests that are
also important wildlife habitats.
EAWLS’ work is made possible by the immense support
from our supporters and partners. A recent case in point is
our community conservancy rangers programme that aims
to equip rangers with both skills and equipment. Since the
COVID-19 pandemic ravaged global tourism, most conservancies, if not all, have lost revenue and find themselves
unable to sustain operations or initiate community social
and economic development projects. In response, EAWLS
despite the difficult times, with support from its members
and partners donated security boots, two-way radio sets,
controller chargers, batteries, camping tents and sleeping
bags to three conservancies in Kenya. This generous donation enabled the rangers to camp in the hotspots for illegal
activities, including poaching, which spiked during the pandemic. Also, through the donation, electricity was restored
in two camps in one of the conservancies.
EAWLS would like to thank all our supporters, partners and
members for their continued generosity. You can reach out
to us through info@eawildlife.org

